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Author, Title and Agency Affiliation

Patricia A. Milligan, Sr. Advisor Emergency Preparedness, NRC/NSIR/DPR/EPD

Background/Purpose

The Working Party on Nuclear Emergency Matters is primarily focused on events related to
nuclear power plant accidents and events, although the focus has expanded to consider
consequences of radiological-based terror attacks.

The following items were discussed at this meeting:

1. INEX 3 Exercise and Workshop Follow-up Actions
The draft report was presented for discussion and approval by the working party.
This document summarizes the findings from the May 2006 workshop, attended
by 82 participants from 27 countries. Generally the findings were in the topic
areas of agricultural countermeasures and food restrictions, soft
countermeasures, waste, public information, and recovery management. In
addition working party review groups reported on assistance and public
information.

2. Strategy for Nuclear Emergency Exercises
This is proposed to be the guiding document for developing and conducting
national and international exercises through the NEA.

3. Considerations for Decision Making
A proposal was presented for the development of a guidance document on
considerations for decision making for emergency response and consequence
management. The objective is tor provide national emergency management
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authorities with strategies and guidance relating to considerations for decision
making for emergency response and consequence management, including
identified good practices. The guidance will be developed through an analysis
of the expertise and experience within the WPNEM as well as the experiences
and lessons learned from the past INEX exercise series. Coordination with IAEA
will be sought as appropriate.

CONVEX 3 exercise
The next CONVEX exercise will be hosted by Mexico in 2008.

NEA Co-sponsorship of the Joint Emergency Plan of the International Organizations
The Joint Emergency Plan of International Organizations describes the common
understanding of how each organization interacts during a response and in
making preparedness arrangements. The updated plan includes new
participating organizations (UNSCEAR), recognizes the new incident and
emergency preparedness and response structure at IAEA.

ICRP Committee 4 Task Group on Emergencies
The task group has identified applications of the ICRP recommendations for the
protection of populations during nuclear or radiological emergencies. These
include: setting dose reference levels during planning; application of reference
levels in emergency response in the early and intermediate phases, and;
application of optimization below reference levels to identify countermeasures.

Revision of the International Basic Safety Standards for Protection against lonizing
Radiation and for the Safety of Radiation Sources
NEA has offered to lead the review/revision on emergency management and
dose constraints. Supporting working party committees will be asked to
nominate experts to serve on the panel.

Options for new INEX series
A number of options were discussed for the next INEX exercise. These included
exercises focused on long-term recovery/waste, public information and soft
countermeasures. A sub-committee was appointed to develop
recommendations for discussion at the next meeting.

Update on Clean up of Fuel Handling Accident at the Paks Nuclear Power Plant
Work is progressing towards final clean up at the Paks NPP. Paks-1 NPP has
restarted and the regulatory authority is closely watching the clean up efforts.

IAEA/National Competent Authorities Action Plan
The Working Groups on Communications and Assistance presented status
reports on their efforts.

Member country updates
The countries of Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg, and France were meeting
in an attempt to develop common guidelines for the use of potassium iodide
during nuclear emergencies.



11. Dates of next meetings
May 15-17, 2007
December 10-12, 2007

Pending Actions/Planned Next Steps for NRC

Continued participation in and support of the OECD/NEA Working Party on Nuclear Emergency
Matters.

Points for Commission Consideration/ltems of Interest

There were issues that the Commission may find of interest:

1. The proposed IAEA code of conduct on the International Management Emergency
System. This was endorsed enthusiastically by many meeting participants. Several
members expressed reservations regarding the usefulness of yet another notification
system arguing that there already exists a number of communication links between
countries and expressed concern that involvement of IAEA could add yet another layer
to the process.

2. The Chair of the WPNEM established a sub-committee on public information to identify
common challenges among countries and to develop solutions to those challenges.
3. The WPNEM discussed possible scenarios for future exercises to include exercises

focused on waste and public information/media.
Conclusion
NRC staff participation in the WPNEM enables useful exchange of information and ideas

regarding emergency planning for nuclear power plants. This information gathering and
exchange supports the agency goal of increased public confidence.
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