December 5, 2006

TVA-BFN-TS-431
TVA-BEFN-TS-418
10 CFR 50.90

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk

Mail Stop OWFN, P1-35

Washington, D. C. 20555-0001

Gentlemen:
In the Matter of ) Docket Nos. 50-259
Tennessee Valley Authority ) 50-260

) 50-296

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT (BFN) - UNITS 1, 2, AND 3 - TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS (TS) CHANGES TS-431 AND TS-418 — EXTENDED POWER
UPRATE (EPU) - DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (TAC NOS. MC3812, MC3743, AND MC3744)

By letters dated June 28, 2004 and June 25, 2004 (ADAMS
Accession Nos. ML041840109 and ML041840301, respectively), TVA
submitted license applications to the NRC for the EPU of BFN
Unit 1 and BFN Units 2 and 3, respectively.

The NRC prepared, and published in the Federal Register on
November 6, 2006 (71 FR 65009), a draft Environmental
Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact (hereinafter,
“draft EA”) regarding proposed license amendments to increase
the maximum power levels of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 to 3952 MWt.
Based on its review, the NRC concludes that the proposed action
would not have a significant environmental impact. The
accompanying Federal Register Notice provided for a 30-day
public comment period.

TVA concurs with the NRC’s assessment and conclusion associated
with the EPU license amendments as documented in the draft EA
with the following minor comment. Under the section, “Non-
Radiological Impacts,” and subheading, “Discharge Impacts,”
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there is a statement that an “[i]ncrease in discharge
temperature beyond the NPDES limits would trigger operation
of the cooling towers in helper mode.” Under virtually any
circumstance, TVA would take action to ensure that the
discharge temperature did not go beyond the NPDES limits.
The sentence should be revised to state an “[i]ncrease in
discharge temperature approaching the NPDES limits would
trigger operation of the cooling towers in helper mode.”
TVA would operate the cooling towers to maintain compliance
with NPDES permit thermal requirements.

No new regulatory commitments are made in this submittal.
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please
contact me at (256)729-2636.

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

William D. Crouch

Manager of Licensing
and Industry Affairs
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cc: Mr. Scott Ramsey
Industrial Section of Water Division
Alabama Department of Environmental Management
P. O. Box 301463
Montgomery, AL 36130-1463

United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Services

Attention: Elaine Synder-Conn

1208-B Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526

Mr. Stan Cook

Chief of Fisheries

Alabama Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division

65 North Union St.

Montgomery, AL 36130-3020

Mr. Nick Nichols

Assistant Chief of Fisheries

Alabama Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division

65 North Union St.

Montgomery, AL 36130-3020

State Health Officer

Alabama Dept. of Public Health
RSA Tower - Administration
Suite 1552

P.O. Box 303017

Montgomery, AL 36130-3017

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3415

Mr. Malcolm T. Widmann, Branch Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8931
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cc (continued) :
NRC Senior Resident Inspector
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
10833 Shaw Road
Athens, Alabama 35611-6970

NRC Unit 1 Restart Senior Resident Inspector
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant

10833 Shaw Road

Athens, Alabama 35611-6970

Ms. Margaret Chernoff, Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

(MS 08G9)

One White Flint, North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2739

Ms. Eva A. Brown, Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(MS 08G9)

One White Flint, North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2739
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JEM:LTG:BAB

cc M. Aukland, POB 2C-BFN
Bajestani, NAB 1A-BFN
Bhatnagar, LP 6A-C
Bryan, Jr., LP 4J-C
Jones, POB 2C-BFN
Little, NAB 1D-BFN
Marks, Jr., PAB 1C-BFN
O’ Grady, PAB 1E-BFN
Singer, LP 6A-C
Swafford, LP 6A-C

. J. Vigluicci, ET 11A-K
NSRB Support, LP 5M-C
EDMS WT CA-K,

Mo D P T
qoazgmgamn

s:lic/submit/EPU/TS 431 418 draft.doc
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