
November 28, 2006

James E. Carey, MS
President
Medical Physics Consultants, Inc.
2309 Shelby
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Dear Mr. Carey:

This is in response to your letter dated October 19, 2006.  In that letter you requested direction
with regard to the NRC requirements for the enhanced security of radioactive materials, with
particular emphasis on the security of “hot-labs” and their contents.  You also indicated that
there is some confusion among your staff and clients of Medical Physics Consultants, Inc. 
regarding facility modifications and their impact on the security of material.

In December 2005, the NRC issued Order EA-05-090 to licensees authorized to possess
certain radioactive material in quantities of concern.  The Order described additional controls
that were required to be implemented by licensees to supplement the existing regulatory 
requirements in 10 CFR Part 20, Sections 20.1801 and 20.1802, to ensure adequate protection
of, and minimize danger to, the public health and safety.  Licensees that do not possess, or
have near term plans to possess these quantities, are not required to implement the enhanced
security requirements. 

Specific NRC licensees that do not meet the criteria for implementing EA-05-90 (the Increased
Controls  Order) are still required to comply with the security and control requirements specified
in 10 CFR Part 20, Sections 20.1801 and 20.1802, as well as any other restrictions that may be
a part of their license.  For these licensees, modifications to their facilities beyond the
requirements in these regulations and any commitments tied down in the license (e.g.,
renovations to ceilings and ventilation systems) are not required.

A copy of the Order can be found at the NRC’s web site at www.nrc.gov; select 
What We Do, Enforcement, then Security Orders.  You can also find an article 
discussing the Order and a table with the radioactive material quantities of concern in the
NMSS Quarterly Newsletter No. 06-01 issued in March 2006 at:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/brochures/br0117/06-01.pdf.  If you
determine that any of your clients did not receive the Order but should have, please contact us
immediately so that we can initiate prompt follow-up.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will be
available electronically in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available
Records (PARS) component of NRC's document system (ADAMS).  The NRC’s document
system is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  
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Thank you for bringing this issue to our attention.  We apologize for any confusion that may
have resulted from miscommunications.  If you have any further questions regarding this
matter, please contact me at 630-829-9868.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Patricia J. Pelke, Chief
Materials Licensing Branch
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