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November 27, 2006

EA-06-181

J. V. Parrish (Mail Drop 1023)
Chief Executive Officer
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968
Richland, WA 99352-0968

SUBJECT: COLUMBIA GENERATING STATION - FINAL SIGNIFICANCE
DETERMINATION FOR A GREATER THAN GREEN FINDING AND NOTICE
OF VIOLATION (NRC PHYSICAL SECURITY BASELINE INSPECTION
REPORT 05000397/2006006)

Dear Mr. Parrish:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you the final results of our significance determination of
the preliminary greater than Green finding identified in the subject inspection report.  The
inspection finding was assessed using the Physical Protection Significance Determination
Process.  This greater than Green finding involved your staff’s failure to maintain your intrusion
detection system in an operable condition.  Three apparent violations were associated with the
finding.  Compensatory measures are in place while long-term corrective measures are being
implemented. 

At your request, a Regulatory Conference was held on October 17, 2006, to discuss your views
on this finding.  During the conference, your staff described your assessment of the significance
of the findings and detailed corrective actions.  Your staff did not disagree with any of the
violations, but disagreed with the way the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) processed
the issue through the Physical Protection Significance Determination Process. 

The details of our evaluation of your position are enclosed with this letter.  Based on the
information developed during the inspection and the information your staff provided during
the conference on October 17, 2006, the NRC has concluded that the inspection finding is
appropriately characterized as greater than Green.  The actual significance is discussed in the
enclosures, but is being withheld from the public in accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 because it
involves security-related information.



Energy Northwest -2-

OFFICIAL USE ONLY - SECURITY RELATED INFORMATION

OFFICIAL USE ONLY - SECURITY RELATED INFORMATION

You have 30 calendar days from the date of this letter to appeal the staff’s determination of
significance for the identified greater than Green finding.  Such appeals will be considered to
have merit only if they meet the criteria given in NRC Inspection Manual Chapter 0609,
Attachment 2.

The NRC has concluded that three violations are associated with the finding and are cited in the
enclosed Notice of Violation.  The circumstances surrounding the violations are described in
detail in the subject inspection report and in this letter.  In accordance with the NRC
Enforcement Policy, the Notice of Violation is considered escalated enforcement because it is
associated with a greater than Green finding.  

You are required to respond to this letter and should follow the instructions specified in the
enclosed Notice of Violation when preparing your response.  The NRC will use your response in
part to determine whether further enforcement action is necessary to ensure compliance with
regulatory requirements.  

We will use the NRC Action Matrix to determine the most appropriate NRC response for this
event.  We will notify you by separate correspondence of that determination.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will be
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room and in the
Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document system ADAMS.  ADAMS is
accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (The Public
Electronic Reading Room).  However, because of the security-related concerns contained in the
enclosures, and in accordance with 10 CFR 2.390, a copy of the enclosures will not be
available for public inspection.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390(b)(1)(ii), the NRC is waiving the affidavit requirements for
your response.  This practice will ensure that your response will not be made available
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC’s
document system, ADAMS.  If Safeguards Information is necessary to provide an acceptable
response, please provide the level of protection described in 10 CFR 73.21.  Otherwise, mark
your entire response “Security Related Information-Withhold under 10 CFR 2.390" and follow
the instructions for withholding in 10 CFR 2.390(b)(1).
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Should you have any questions concerning this letter, we will be pleased to discuss them with
you. 

Sincerely, 

/RA TPGwynn for/

Bruce S. Mallett
Regional Administrator

Docket:  50-397 
License:  NPF-21

Enclosures:
1. Notice of Violation
2. NRC Evaluations and Conclusions

cc w/Enclosures:

W. Scott Oxenford (Mail Drop PE04)
Vice President, Technical Services
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968 
Richland, WA  99352-0968

Gregory V. Cullen (Mail Drop PE20)
Supervisor, Licensing
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968 
Richland, WA  99352-0968

Albert E. Mouncer (Mail Drop PE01)
Vice President, Corporate Services/
  General Counsel/CFO
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968 
Richland, WA  99352-0968

Dale K. Atkinson (Mail Drop PE08)
Vice President, Nuclear Generation
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968 
Richland, WA  99352-0968

Douglas W. Coleman (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Regulatory Programs
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968 
Richland, WA  99352-0968

Cheryl M. Whitcomb (Mail Drop PE03)
Vice President, Organizational 
  Performance & Staffing/CKO
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968
Richland, WA  99352-0968

cc w/out Enclosures:
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Chairman
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA  98504-3172

Chairman
Benton County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 190
Prosser, WA  99350-0190

William A. Horin, Esq.
Winston & Strawn
1700 K Street, NW
Washington, DC  20006-3817

Matt Steuerwalt
Executive Policy Division
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 43113
Olympia, WA  98504-3113

Lynn Albin, Radiation Physicist
Washington State Department of Health
P.O. Box 7827
Olympia, WA  98504-7827

Assistant Director
Nuclear Safety and Energy Siting Division
Oregon Department of Energy
625 Marion Street NE
Salem, OR  97301-3742
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Electronic distribution by RIV w/enclosure:
BWestreich (BCW) ZKDunham (ZKD) M Haire (MSH2)
MVasquez (GMV) PGwynn (TPG) BMallett (BSM1)
R4ALLEGE KFuller (KSF) WMaier (WAM)
ATHowell (ATH) TVegel (AXV) DChamberlain (DDC)
KKennedy (KMK) DPowers (DAP) MShannon (MPS1)
CJohnson (CEJ1) KGardin - KEG RCohen (RBC1)
OEMAIL DStarkey (DRS) R Pascarelli (RJP3)
MTschiltz (MDT) HFreeman (HAF) MBurrell (MRB3)
D.Solorio (DLS2) JLamb (JGL1) RCaniano (RJC1)
TFarnholtz (TRF) LFijalkowski (LEF1) RIDSSECYMAILCENTER
RIDSOCAMAILCENTER RIDSEDOMAILCENTER RIDSOEMAILCENTER
RIDSOGCMAILCENTER RIDSNRROD RIDSNRRADIP 
RIDSOPAMAIL RIDSOIMAILCENTER RIDSOIGMAILCENTER
RIDSOCFOMAILCENTER RIDSRGN1MAILCENTER RIDSRGN2MAILCENTER
RIDSRGN3MAILCENTER RIDSNRRDIPMIIPB RIDSNSIROD  
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