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ORDER
(Directing Post-Hearing Supplemental Briefing)

In the course of the Board’s review of the information provided by the parties during the

November 7 and 8, 2006 hearing in this proceeding, the Board has identified two issues that

require additional information and/or clarification from the parties.  Thus, to assist the Board in

its mandatory hearing review duties the Applicant and the Staff shall each provide briefs, not

exceeding a total of 10 pages, addressing the following two matters:

A. In Section 2.8 of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) the Staff produced

tables depicting population projections for the region around the proposed Clinton ESP

site.  For example, Table 2-6 provides projections for decades 2010 through 2060. 

However, these projections provided by the Staff in the FEIS, as adopted from the

Applicant, appear to be inconsistent with projections referenced during the November 8,

2006 limited appearance session and performed by the Illinois Department of

Commerce and Economic Opportunity, which used data from the 2000 U.S. Census to

perform its projections.  See IL Dept. of Commerce Projections, at

http://www.commerce.state.il.us/dceo/Bureaus/Facts_Figures/Population_Projections. 
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The parties shall provide the Board with briefings discussing the materiality of the

apparent inconsistency and how this affects determinations made by the Staff regarding

its health and safety and environmental findings in this proceeding.

B. As recently noted by NRC Chairman Klein, the nuclear industry is confronted with a lack

of the skilled labor required to construct and operate new reactors.  See Prepared

Remarks by Chairman Dale Klein, September 7, 2006, No. S-06-023, available at

www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/commission/speeches/2006/s-06-023.html. 

The Staff has indicated that it expects that the majority of the workforce needs can be

satisfied by persons residing in the region surrounding the ESP site, or from close

metropolitan areas.  The Staff has acknowledged that it did not evaluate the need for

specially qualified and certified construction workers when it made its findings regarding

the availability of a construction workforce in the surrounding area and as a result chose

to estimate the impact as SMALL to MODERATE on the affected environment.  See

Mandatory Hearing Transcript, November 8, 2006.  In light of Chairman Klein’s

comments regarding workforce shortages, even without new plants under construction,

does the Staff believe a larger impact characterization would be more appropriate, why

or why not?
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1 Copies of this order were sent this date by Internet e-mail transmission to:  (1) Counsel
for EGC, and (2) Counsel for the NRC Staff.

The supplemental briefs shall be due C.O.B., Monday, December 4, 2006.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

THE ATOMIC SAFETY
AND LICENSING BOARD1

/RA/
                                                    
Dr. Paul B. Abramson, Chairman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

/RA/
                                                    
Dr. Anthony J. Baratta
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

/RA/
                                                    
Dr. David L. Hetrick
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland
November 17, 2006
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