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November 17, 2006

ORDER
(Establishing Tentative Case Schedule)

The Board hereby establishes the following tentative schedule for the Mandatory

Hearing proceeding relating to the application submitted by USEC, Inc. (USEC) to obtain a

thirty-year license under 10 C.F.R. Parts 30, 40, and 70 to construct and operate a facility –

denominated the American Centrifuge Plant (ACP) – in order to enrich natural uranium to a

maximum of ten percent uranium-235 (U235) by the gas centrifuge process.  In establishing this

case schedule, the Board intends to conform with the hearing schedule set forth by the

Commission (CLI-04-30, 60 NRC 426, 433-35 (2004)), which states the expectation that an

initial decision will be handed down by this Licensing Board within 240 days of the issuance of

the final SER/EIS.  The Board, having received from the Staff the SER on September 11, 2006,

anticipates issuing its initial decision by May 9, 2007.   
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1  CLI-06-20, 64 NRC 15, 21 (2006).

Accordingly, we set out the following tentative schedule:

January 9, 2007 — Limited Appearance Session, Piketon, Ohio

January 10, 2007 — USEC ACP Site Visit by the Board

February 13, 2007 — The Board will issue an Order setting out specific 
         hearing issues and related questions             

March 12, 2007 — The NRC Staff will submit written direct testimony 
         relevant to the hearing issues specified by the Board

April 9, 2007 — Prehearing Conference to further discuss hearing
                     issues and testimony 

Beginning — Hearing (to continue each workday thereafter until  
April 10, 2007 completed)

As the Board continues with its examination of this matter we may identify areas where

we need additional information in order to complete our review, or we may determine that we

have allocated too much time for a particular stage of the proceeding.  Accordingly, as noted

above, this schedule is necessarily tentative and may well be superceded by subsequent

orders.

As repeatedly recognized by the Commission in its various memoranda and orders

relating to the Mandatory Hearing process, we are all (the Applicant, the NRC Staff, the Board

and the Commission) trying to develop procedures that will insure efficient and meaningful

Mandatory Hearings.  This process is complicated by the fact that these are “essentially new

process[es] where the agency lacks recent experience.”1  
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2 Copies of this Order were sent this date by Internet e-mail transmission to counsel for
(1) USEC; and (2) the NRC Staff.

Accordingly, as we all proceed through this Mandatory Hearing experience, flexibility and a

spirit of cooperation will be required if we are to complete this proceeding within the time frame

expected by the Commission.

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
AND LICENSING BOARD2

/RA/
                                                     
Lawrence G. McDade, Chairman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland
November 17, 2006
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