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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
330 OLD NISKAYUNA ROAD
LATHAM, NEW YORK 12110-2224 .

MNAV-OHN (385-11) L . 14 October 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR CECOM, NGB-RCO, AMSEL-SF-RER, ATTN: Mr. Joé Saﬁtasiero,
Department of the Army , Headquarters, US Army Communications Electronic Command and
Fort Monmouth, Fort Monmouth NJ 07703-5000 ,

SUBJECT: Report of Suspected Contamination - Radiation Safety Training

1. Per your FONECON to this office today, 1000 hrs, hcrewnh is our proj ected correcuve action
training plan as requested by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

2. Anapproximate 3hr block of Radiation Safety Training, which again will address all
corrective and preventive actions, will be provided by our SRPO, Mr. Leland, to CSMS B LRPO
personnel, SFC Angus and SFC Andrysiak, and supply personnel, sergeants Strunkey and
Pinnock. Training will include safety related items concerning radioactive commodity handling,
identification, control, accountability, and reporting among other items to include a review of the
local radiation protection program SOP. This training is projected to be done on Monday, 27
October 1997; and will include practical exercises, A

3. All other CSMS B full time suppoﬁ personnel will receive a 1 hour block of similar radiation
safety training by the SRPO, Mr. Leland, in conjuction with the annual Safety and Occupational
Health Awareness training which is projected to be done during the month of February 1998.

4. This projected scheduled training is in conjunction with other corrective actions which are or

have taken place and have been documented since the initial incident was recorded on 2 Octobcr , |
1997, .

/ [—

Safety a.nd Occupational
Health Officer

CF:
MNL-SM
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
COMBINED SUPPORT MAINTENANCE SHOP "B" :
NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
60 Slossaon Avenne |
Staten Island New York 10314-2518

ARL-SM-CSMS-B (385) 7 October 1997

-MEMORANDUM THRU Commander, HQ, NYARNG, ATTN: MNL- SM., 330 Old Niskayupa
Road, Latham NY 12110-2224 o

FOR Commander, HQ, NYARNG, ATIN: MNAV-OS, 330 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham  NY

121 10-2224

SUBJECT: Report of Suspected Contammination

1. Aftached repart is from the CSMS B LRPO SFC Carol Angus. Ihave reviewed th:srepm‘t
and coneur with its content. -

2. - The CSMS “B” SOP covers the handling, packing and storage of unwanted radicactive
matenal and other special control itezns until “urn-in" to the appropriate area, either DRMO or
USP&FO NY.

" The reason that this supply related incident occurred was because the Supply Supervisor, SGT
Pmnock fa:.led to follow the approved pmcedm-es for the "tum-in" and handling of radicactive

items.

~a Items that fail the “wxpe test are stored ina sepaxate bmldmg and are controlled by the CSMS
- B LRPO umtil disposed of. .

b. A.ll oﬂ:z:r items identified as speczal ha.nd.hng by the RecOVerabxl\ty Code (RC) and Specxa.l
Control Item Code (SCIC) are turned into supply for "turn-in

c. The supply Supervisor did not segregate and secure the items in (b) above and for thxs reason
placed them in with scrap electronic parts. : -

4. A look at what went wrong brought about the below ].isted procedures.

a. The LRPO handling items 1hat are Radicactive waste and fail the wipe test do notneedtobe
changed. It works.

'b. " All other special bandling items, other than hazardous radioactive waste, will be turned in to
 the supply section by the repairer. The item is then placed in a separate secure container and the
item be turned in within 10 working days of receipt by the supply section. The "turn-in" will be on
either a DD Form 1348-1 or DA Form 2765 with only one NSN an each. The repairer will 1dcnufy

the itern and tag it befare he turns it into the supply section.

WIS

4
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ARL-SM-CSMS-B (385)
SUBJECT: Report of Suspected Contamination

S. Follow up was done by the CSMS B LRPO, see enclosed memarandum.

6. The State Radiation Protection Officer (SRPO), was not notified because I felt that it was a
supply problem and that no incident happened with-in New York State. The items that were
‘shipped by mistake all passed thewipetestp:iortobeing sentandpassedagainatPicaﬁnny

7. Ofthe481tems1d=nhﬁedbmehnny38 éfthﬂmweretobemmedm!othﬂnanywaybm
were not identified as what they were, :

8. The State Radistion Protection Officer (SRPO), Mr. D, Peter Leland, RN, COHN, condhicted
an on site program review and incident investigaticon on 8 October 1997. In addition. he has
scheduled refresher training for the local radiation protection officer and the alternate local
radiation protection offficer. This training is scheduled to be conducted on 27 October 1997. All
CSMS B full time support employees will receive a 1 bour block of instruction regarding the
hazards and safe handling ofxad.xoacnve materials during the FY 98 Safety and Ocnupahonal
Health Awareness Training.

€

9. Ibelieve that this supply problem could not have become a radiation iricident, becanse our
LRPO perscnnel had alveady properiy pmcessed and cleared for "turp-in” the radicactive

commodihes, '
' HOWARD C
CWS NYARNG
Shop Supervisor.
CF:
CECOM—NGB-RCO
LRFO

. File
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- DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
COMBINED SUPPORT MAINTENANCE SHOP "B"
- NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
v 60 Slosson Avenue
Staten Island New York 10314-2518

CSMS-B (385-111) C - 7 October 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR Supanntendent, Combined Support Mamtenanee Shop B, 60 Slossun
Avenue, Statep Island NY 10314-2518

SUBJECT: Repart of Suspected Contamination

1. On3S September I, Carol E. Angus, CSMS B Electrpnic Supervisor infarmed Federico
Pinnock, CSMS B Tool and Parts Attendant Supetvisar, of my intentions to ship electronics scrap
to Picatinmy Arsenal. Departure date was set for Tuesday 2 OCT 97. ,

2. On2 OCT 97, Pinnock assigned Cliffard Strunkey, CSMS B Tools and Parts Attendant,
the task of loading and transporting set items to Picatinny Arsenal . Strunkey completed his
nnssxonand returned to CSMS B with sngned DD Farm 1348-1'.

3. On30OCT97, Irecewedaca.ﬂﬁ’omBobGonmlaapemplayae of Picatumy Arsenal
(Cotam 201-724-4747) he stated that he found a box in with the electronics scrap which contained
suspected bazardous material . Mr. Gonzalez also stated that all employee’s that were came in
contact with these items had to give Urine samples and be checked for possible radiation

exposure. I asked for a point of contact (POC) in the Radxolog;r:a.l Protection Office (RPO) office™
. and was referred to Andy Kung (201-724-3742), who I unmedmtely coptacted Mr. Kung '
' informed me that he performed wipe tests of the suspected contaminated items but did not have
the resuits because he had not received them from Communications Electronics Command

(CECOM)

4 1 immediately launched an internal investigation to determine whether or not the onigin of
the suspected cantaminated items were from CSMS B. Pinnock informed me that he instructed
Strunkey to load an additional box containing, what he believed to be electronics scrap. Later it
was determined that this box also contained radiological material that should have been turned in
to the Peekskill Warehouse

'S.  About 1500 Hours 3 OCT 97, Ireceived a telephone sall from Mr. Rich Lovell from Fort.

Monmouth, CECOM (732-532-9723) he informed me that he had forwarded a report to Rock
Island Arsenal waming them of a potential incident. Mr, Lovell recommended that I go to
Picatinny Arsenal to recover the items. I asked if personnel would be at the Arsenal, be put me
on hold and when he came back on the phone he advised me not to worry, that the problem had

‘been contained. The items were all double bagged and less handling would be better. Mr. Lovell

asked far an inventtory of the items sent to Picatiny Arsenal, I was not able to give an inventory of
the 1tems sent as scrap. He also gave me a POC at chanmy Arsenal Mr. Rich Slizar (201-724-

3216).

& LA b}
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CSMs B (385-11)) :
'SUBJECT: Report of Suspected Contamination

6. IrelayedtotheCSMSB SupumtendeanowardedarwhanhLoveﬂhadtoldmeand
hemfumsiMajurAshley MNL-SM. ,

7. 6 OCT 97 at 0830 Fi. I spoke with Mr. Shzarmtelephnne hnmfonnedmsthattha‘w:pe
testmsultswe:eneganve however I should still write a repart stating what bappened. M. Slizar -
also gaveme a POC m his office Mr Joe Fabiano (973) 724-3742.

8. Ithen called Mr. Fablanowhomfoxmedmeofthee:dentofthehawdandgavemeaqmck
ventory of the items. There were a total of thirty seven items (37) consisting of Level Vials,

" Image Intensifiers, Optical Irnager, Fire cantrol devices, andothermmﬂanmxtems He also
gavemeWuﬂ:Ordzrmnnbemthntmonthe:tmsandIwasabletodetennmewhathad
happen. The box Pinnock had inchuded thinking it was electronic scrap had containied radiclogjcal
matennl that should have been turned in tothePeekahll Wamhouse

9. Ithencompletedanmtmmreportandf"axedxttobothMajorAahleyandStateRPOMr
Leland. .

10 7 Oct 97, 1'spoke to Mr. Jerry Williams, meum, TACOM (315) 7726438, he
requested wpyofomwpomandwomdhketoawompanyua if we were going to Picatinny
Arsenal HemfmmedmehewasreptesenungtheAImms inferests. -

11. 1630 hr., 7 Oct 97, IspoketoRxchardMoss&umecatmny A:senalwhomfurmedmethat

“all results came backneganve

CSMS LRPO
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATON RECORD

Date: 10/6/97

Time: 10:00

a.m.
_ 10:45 a.m.
. . /
Mail Control No.: N/A /Eicense No.: 29- Docket No.:
o Z == 030-05215
A 030-29741
Person Called: Richard Fliszar, RSO Organization: Telephone
Picatinny Arsenal Number:

Joseph M. Santarsiero, RSO
. Ft. Monmouth

Picatinny Arsenal

Ft. Monmouth

973-724-3126

908-532-9723

Person Calling: Richard Gibson Jr.

Subject: Unknown shipment of radioactive material from the New York Army

National Guard to Plcatmny Arsenal, NJ.

@w«gﬂ CORIGINAD
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Summary: . ' o _

‘ Richard Fliszar - Mr. Fliszar stated that all wipes on the plastic bags of the
items containing tritium indicated no-contamination. He said that wipes on
the thorium-232 items were still being evaluated. Mr. Fliszar also stated that
two individuals from the Defense Re-Utilization and Marketing Office
(DRMO) submitted urine samples that were transferred to Aberdeen, MD. for
analysis. He said that an inventory will be conducted of the items and total
activity will be provided for both tritium and thorium-232 items. Mr. Fliszar
stated that he will provide the NRC with additional information tomorrow
and that the radioactive items will be held by Picatinny Arsenal until proper
disposal.

Joseph M. Santarsiero - Mr. Santarsiero stated that the U.S. Army

. Communications - Electronics Command (CECOM) involvement with this
incident is that the thorium-232 commodity falls under their NRC 29-01022-14
license and that they are the RADCON response to the New York U.S. Army
National Guards. He said that an investigation team will be dispatched to the
New York U.S. Army National Guards and that they will be able to provide
the NRC with additional information. He said that the RPO from the New
York Army National Guards who shipped the package to the Picatinny
Arsenal, failed CECOM’s training course.

Sgt Carol Angus is the contact person at the U.S. Army National Guards at
718-442-1600 or 1601, Office CSMS-B.

Action Required/Taken: to b_é. place in LER '

Signature: Richade Glbson, Jr. .M _ Date: 10/6/97




e

OTHER NUCLEAR MATERIAL _ | EVENT NUMBER: 33028
LICENSEE: U.S. ARMY (ROCK ISLAND ILLINOIS) NOTIFICATION DATE: 10/03/97
CITY: ROCK ISLAND ' REGION: 3 NOTIFICATION TIME: 15:25 [ET]
COUNTY : ' STATE: IL EVENT DATE: 10/03/97
LICENSE#: 12-00722-06 AGREEMENT: Y EVENT TIME: 13:00 [CDT]
DOCKET: v LAST UPDATE DATE: 10/03/97
 NOTIFICATIONS
JOHN JACOBSON, REG 3 RDO
DON COOL, NMSS EO
NRC NOTIFIED BY: TIM MOHS _ ' GENE KELLY, REG 1 RDO -

HQ OPS OFFICER: LEIGH TROCINE

EMERGENCY CLASS: NOT APPLICABLE
10 CFR SECTION: _
IBAE 30.50(b) (1) (iidi) ACCESS DENIED OTHER

EVENT TEXT

. THE U.S. ARMY (ACALA SAFETY) ROCK ISLAND ARSENAIL  LOCATED IN ROCK ISLAND,
ILLINOIS, REPORTED THE DISCOVERY OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS IN A PACKAGE
RECEIVED AT THE PICATINNY ARSENAL LOCATED IN PICATINNY, NEW JERSEY, FROM
THE NEW "YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD LOCATED IN STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK.

ON OCTOBER 2 1997 THE RADIATION PROTECTION OFFICER AT THE PICATINNY
ARSENAL RECEIVED A CALL FROM ITS DEFENSE RE-UTILIZATION AND MARKETING
OFFICE (DRMO) REGARDING THE DISCOVERY OF RADIOACTIVE ITEMS IN A BOX THAT
WAS RECEIVED FROM THE NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL GUARD. THE BOX WAS RECEIVED
~ON SEPTEMBER 30, 1997, AND THE PICATINNY ARSENAL WAS TOLD THAT THE BOX
CONTAINED ELECTRONIC SCRAPS. THE BOX WAS BROUGHT IN AND PLACED ON A BENCH
UNTIL ITS INSPECTION ON OCTOBER 2, 1997. UPON INSPECTION OF THE BOX, IT
WAS DISCOVERED THAT RADIOACTIVE ITEMS WERE INCLUDED AMONG THE BOX'S
CONTENTS.

A PRELIMINARY REPORT FROM THE PICATINNY ARSENAL DRMO STATED THAT THE
RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL INCLUDED AN M64 MORTAR SITE AND AN M137 ELBOW
TELESCOPE. THESE TWO ITEMS WERE RECOGNIZED AS CONTAINING TRITIUM SOURCES.
THE BOX ALSO CONTAINED SOME DOUBLE BAGGED TRITIUM VIALS LABELLED AS BROKEN
TRITIUM VIALS. IN ADDITION, THE BOX CONTAINED ONE (OR A FEW) AN/PVS-5 '
NIGHT VISION EYE PIECE AND TUBE BODY. THIS ITEM CONTAINS A THORIUM-232
COATING ON THE NIGHT VISION GLASS.

WIPE SURVEYS WERE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY, AND THE RESULTS WERE ALL LESS THAN THE
LIMITS. BIOASSAYS HAVE BEEN ORDERED AND TAKEN FOR PERSONNEL AT THE DRMO.
THE ITEMS HAVE BEEN SEIZED AND ARE CURRENTLY LOCATED IN A RADIOACTIVE WASTE
STORAGE AREA. EFFORTS ARE ALSO PRESENTLY UNDERWAY TO DETERMINE WHAT
CONTAMINATION LEVELS MAY EXIST.

(Continued on. next page)
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.EICENSEE: U.S. ARMY (ROCK ISLA PAGE # 2 OF EVENT NUMBER: 33028

CECOM (ANOTHER ORGANIZATION IN THE ARMY THAT IS THE PROPONENT FOR THE
NATIONAL GUARD'S RADIOLOGICAL PROGRAM) WAS NOTIFIED BY THE ROCK ISLAND
ARSENAL, AND CECOM PLANS TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE PICATINNY ARSENAL
TO PERFORM AN INVESTIGATION. CECOM HAS INFORMED THE NEW YORK ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD. '

(REFER TO THE HOO LOG FOR A ROCK ISLAND CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER.)




