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REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY MATERIEL COMMAND

5001 EISEN .HO .WER AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22333. 0001

License No. q
January 26, 1996

Docket No

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region I
ATTN: Nuclear Materials Safety Branch

(Ms. Elizabeth Ullrich)
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Reference: Lafayette, Louisiana Radiation Incident with
MX-7338 Radioactive Test Sample

Dear Ms. Ullrich:

Enclosed is a report on the Radioactive Test Sample Incident
which recently occurred at Lafayette,.Louisiana. The report was
prepared by the licensee for the source, the U.S. Army
Communications-Electronics Command (CECOM) at Fort Monmouth, New
Jersey.

The report summarizes all the Army knows and has been able to
do up to this time. As we become aware of-new information or of
further developments, we will keep you informed. The
investigation is currently being managed by Louisiana State
authorities.

For further information, please contact Mr. John Manfre of
this office at. (7.03) 617-9475 (note new telephone prefix).or Mr.
Barry Silber at HQ CECOM who may be reached 'at (908) 427-3112,
extension 6440.

Sincerely,

John G. Manfri
Health Physics Manager
Safety Office

Enclosure

Copies Furnished:
COMMANDER
CECOM, ATTN: ANSEL-SF
FORSCOM, ATTN: AFPI-SO
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY/AW
HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS COMMAND

AND FORT MONMOUTH
FORT MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY 07703-5000

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

ANSEL- SF-RER 23 January 1996

MEMORANDUM THRU Commander, U.S. Army Material Command, ATTN:

AMCSF-P, 5001 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA

22333-0001

FOR U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I, Nuclear

Materials Safety Branch 2, 475 Allendale Road,. King of

Pr ussia, PA 19406

SUBJECT: MX-7338/PDR-27 Radioactive Test Sample Incident

1. References:

a. Telephone Conversation (FONECON), 27 December 1995,
between Mr. John Costa, Safety Director, Fort Polk, LA, and

Mr. Craig Goldberg, U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command

(CECOM) Safety Office, subject as above (SAB).

.b. FOEO,28 December 1995, between Mr. Barry J. Silber,

CECOM Safety Office, and-Mr. Costa, Fort Polk, SAB.

c. *FONECON, 28 December 1995, between Mr. Silber and Ms.

Neelam Bhalla, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Region I,

LA.B.

d. FONECON, 28 December 1995, between Mr. John Kinneman, NRC

Region I, and Mr. Silber, LAB.

e.. FONECON, 28 December 1995, between Mr. Frank Costello,

NRC Region I, and Mr. Silber, SAE.

,f. FONECON, 28 December 1995, between Mr. John Kinneman, NRC

Region I, and Mr. Silber, SAB.

g. FONECON, 28 December 1995, between Mr. Silber and Mr. Jay

Mason, State of Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality

(LADEQ), SAB.
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AMSEL-SF-RER
SUBJECT: MX-7338/PDR-27 Radioactive Test Sample Incident

h. FONECON, 29 December 1995, between Mr.. Silber and

Mr. John Manfre, U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC) Safety Office,
SAB.

i. FONECON, 22 December 1995, between Mr. Manfre and

Mr. Costa, Fort Polk, SAB.

j.FONECON, 22 December 1995, between Mr. Manfre and
Mr. Stanley Shaw, LADEQ, SAB.

k. FONECON, 22 December 1995, between Mr. Manfre and
Mr. Charles Hackney, NRC Region IV, SAB.

1. FONECON (Voice Mail), 22 December 1995, between
Mr. Manfre and Ms. Elizabeth Ulrich, NRC Region I, SAB.

M. FONECONs, 5 January 1996, between Mr. Costa, Fort Polk,

and Mr. Silber, CECOM Safety Office, SAB.

2.-This is our response regarding an incident involving subject

Sample containing five millicuries of Krypton 85, authorized

under Items 6.D., 7.D., 8 *D. and 9.D. of NRC License Number
29-01022-14 assigned to this command. The MX-7338/PDR-27-Radio-
active Test Sample is used to test the functional operation of
the AN/PDR-27(") series of Army beta-7gamma r adiation detection
instrumentation.

3. We were advised by references la and lb that the LADEQ was
called in to respond to an incident involving radioactive
material. Apparently, law enforcement agencies responded to a

potential bomb threat involving what looked like a pipe Ibomb.
When the bomb experts arrived and examined the device, they

determined that it was not a bomb. They disassembled the device

and discovered that it contained a radioactive source with an
attached warning label and chain. From the contents of the

label, they were able to determine that it was an MX-7338/PDR-27

Radioactive Test Sample. They contacted the nearest military

authority, i.e., Fort Polk, based on the instructions contained
on the label. At that time, Mr. Costa of Fort Polk volunteered

to retrieve the source and return it to Army control.
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AMSEL-SF-RER
SUBJECT: MX-7338/PDR-27 Radioactive Test Sample Incident

4. Based on the information provided, the NRC was notified by
references ic, id, and le.

5. As a result of reference if, we contacted Mr. Mason of the
LADEQ (reference ig) and were provided with the following
information:

a. Mr. Mason conducted an investigation to determine the
nature of a radioactive source discovered during a Police
investigation of a possible pipe bomb found in a vehicle in
Lafayette, LA on 19 December 1995. An article in regard to this
incident was published in a Lafayette, LA, newspaper on the
following day.

b. After the LA State Police determined that the pipe did
not contain explosives, they surveyed the pipe with a CDV-700
survey-~meter which indicated radiation levels just slightly above
background. The pipe was then released to the Lafayette City
Police to place in their evidence room to support possible
charges filed against the individual associated with this
incident.

.c. Upon arriving at the evidence room *in Lafayette, LA, on
20 December, the pipe was surveyed by LADEQ personnel. using a
Ludlum Model 14C survey meter with a Geiger-Mueller pancake
probe. Readings of approximately 1.2 mR/hr were obtained. A
wipe was obtained to determine if any contamination was present;
none was found. The pipe was then placed in a plastic bag and
taken to the LADEQ Radiation Protection Division laboratory. The
laboratory determined that the radionuclide was Krypton 85 (with
gamma spectroscopy) . Afterwards, the pipe, with screw caps on
both ends, was opened and a Krypton 85 check source was
discovered. The check source was in excellent condition with no
indication of damage. A tag identifying the item as radioactive
was attached to the source.

d. Mr. Mason also indicated that the individual involved was
the same individual who reported the device to the police. it
also turns out that he is the owner of the vehicle where the
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SUBJECT: MX-7338/PDR-27 Radioactive Test Sample Incident

device was discovered. The authorities also contacted the indi-
vidual's employer; they indicated that the individual was once
employed at their establishment, implying that he may not be

currently employed there. The LADEQ attempted to obtain further
information from the individual regarding this device. Thus far,
they have not been successful in obtaining additional
information. This incident is still being investigated by law
enforcement authorities. Mr. Mason indicated that he will
provide us with any additional information that becomes

available.

8. Mr. Manfre of AMC was contacted (reference lh) at his resi-
dence to discuss this matter further and to determine whether he
was aware of this matter. Mr. Manfre had been informed by
reference ii and notified the authorities by referenced lj, 1k,

and 11.

9. By. reference 1im, we were advised that the MX-7338/PDR-27

Radioactive Test Sample was retrieved, at our request, from the
LADEQ by the Fort Polk radiation protection officer for return to

Army control from the Louisiana authorities. We were also.
advised that the suspect's attorney was also contacted. The
attorney has instructed his c lient not to discuss this matter or
his involvement any further. However, in response to our

questions reg .arding the suspect's possible connection with the
military as it relates to prior military or civilian service (and
possible access to radioactive commodities), the attorney
indicated that his client is former military. The' attorney also,
indicated that his client is willing to cooperate with the Army
in their investigation to determine how the radioactive item was

removed from Army control, provided that he receive immunity from

prosecution. It is unlikely that the Army will agree to this.

10. The Army is currently attempting to link the Louisiana state

authorities with the Fort Polk Criminal Investigation Division
(CID) for further Army involvement in this case.

11. POC this command is Mr. Barry J. Silber, Milnet (A.MSEL-
SF@CECOM3.MONMOUTH.ARMY.MIL); Facsimile on COMM (908) 542-7161 or
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ANSEL-SE-RER
SUBJECT: MX-7338/PDR-27 Radioactive Test Sample Incident

DSN 992-6403/COMM (908) 532-6403; or Voice on DSN 987-3112/4427,
ext. 6440, or COMM (908) 427-3112/4427, ext. 6440.

12. CECOM Bottom Line: THE SOLDIER.

STEVEN A. HORNE

Chief, Safety Office

5



4ý 6
REGION:I

NMSS LICENSEE EVENT REPORT

License No. (%ý- 0210 2 -z-/ y{
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LICENSEE 4

EVENT DESCRIPTION

EVENT DATE/Z

1. REPORTING REQUIREMENT

REPORT DATE /-Z6-96

()K~
()
()

10 CFR 20.2201 Theft or Loss
10 CFR 20.2203 30 Day Report
10 CFR 30.50 Report

()10 CFR 35.33 Misadministration
()License Condition

S>0th er

2. REGION I RESPONSE

()Immediate Site Inspection

()special Inspection

C)Telephone Inquiry

Inspector/Date__

Inspector/Date

Inspector/Date__

()Daily Report
I Log

()

()

Preliminary Notification
Information Entered on the Region-
Review at Next Routine Inspection
Report Referred to

3. REPORT EVALUATION

()

Description of Event
Levels of RAM Involved
Cause of Event

(.
()
()

Corrective Actions
Cal cul ation Adequate
Letter to Licensee Requesting
Additional Information

4. SPECIALINSTRUCTIONS OR COMMENTS

Compl eted

Reviewed

Date 2z

Date

g: \1 as \ml erform
(Revised 1/6/95),.
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