
November 13, 2006

Mr. T. Pearce O’Kelley, Chairperson
Conference of Radiation Control 
   Program Directors, Inc.
Office of Executive Director
205 Capital Avenue
Frankfort, KY  40601

Dear Mr. O’Kelley:

This letter responds to your August 9, 2006 letter to me regarding the National Materials
Program Pilot 2.  Specifically, your letter provided the Conference of Radiation Control Program
Directors, Inc. (CRCPD) official position on the March 2006 Pilot 2 proposal which was
developed in March during a meeting attended by key U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) managers and the Chairpersons of CRCPD and the Organization of Agreement States,
Inc.

First, I want to assure you that key NRC managers and staff continue to work diligently to
identify a mutually acceptable solution that will appropriately recognize the expertise and
continued contribution of the CRCPD in the area of industrial radiographer certification
programs.  I plan to contact you within one month to discuss a possible alternative approach
based on internal discussions and deliberations that have occurred subsequent to the
September 2006 Commission meeting. 

Second, we have carefully considered the CRCPD proposal described in your August letter. 
Specifically, that NRC should support the efforts of a national certification committee (under
CRCPD), to recognize programs that certify industrial radiographers, in a manner similar to how
NRC recognizes medical boards.  Based on our analysis of your proposal, we believe that there
are fundamental differences between these two approaches that make the CRCPD proposal
not viable.  For example, while 10 CFR Part 35 provides a regulatory framework for oversight of
the medical boards and authorized users, there is no comparable regulatory framework to
support oversight of industrial radiographer certification programs by a professional
organization.  Also, medical board programs are designed primarily to accredit physicians for
medical practice and do not authorize accredited physicians to use licensed material, whereas
NRC and the States recognize certified radiographers to use licensed material.  In short, the
role of the accrediting or certifying body is different.   

Finally, we appreciate the efforts of CRCPD to support our common goal of advancing the
national materials program and thank you for your continued interest in this matter.  

Sincerely, 

/RA/
Janet R. Schlueter, Director
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements
Office of Federal and State Materials 
   and Environmental Management Programs
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