EAL Frequently Asked Question (EALFAQ)
Request Form

Requestor to Complete This Section

Licensee: N/A Date Submitted: 4/5/2006

Licensee Contact: N/A Phone: E-Mail:

NRC Contact: Don A. Johnson Phone: 304-415-4040 | E-Mail: daj3@nrc.gov

Is this a request for a Site-Specific or Generic EAL FAQ? [ ] Site X] Generic

This question involves the following EAL schemes: X] NUREG-0654 X] NESP-007
X] NEI 99-01 [ ] OTHER

Description of Question

Does a loss of rod position indication , in and of itself, justify the declaration of a site area emergency
after an auto/manual scram (trip)?

Proposed Solution

Revise SA2 EAL to state the following :

Indication(s) exist that a reactor protection system setpoint was exceeded and automatic scram was not
successful, and a manual scram resulted in the reactor being subcritical.

Revise SA2 Basis to add the following statement after the first paragragh that defines what indication
should be used to determine the reactor is subcritical:

The reactor should be considered subcritical when reactor power level has been reduced to {site specific
indication e.g. less than the point of adding heat} and lowering.

Revise SS2 Basis second paragraph 1% and 2™ sentences to state:

Under these continued power generation conditions, the reactor may be producing more heat than the
maximum decay heat load for which the safety systems are designed. A Site Area Emergency is

indicated because conditions exist that may lead to imminent loss or potential loss of both fuel clad and
RCS.

Justification

The NEI EAL FAQ Task Force believes that the original intent of the EAL was to not rely, in and of itself,
on rod position indication to determine that the reactor is subcritical. The NEI EAL Task Force believes
that this clarification maintains the intent of NEI 99-01, Revision 4.

Additional pages attached? [ ]Yes X] No

Instructions: Requester completes this part of the EALFAQ form and transmits through approved
electronic means via e-mail to mth@nei.org, mail to NEI Emergency Preparedness FAQ, 1776 | St NW,
Suite 400, Washington DC 2006-3708, or hand deliver to the NEI EALFAQ Coordinator. The question
will be discussed at the next regularly scheduled EALFAQ Panel meeting.
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