January 24, 2007
Mr. J. V. Parrish
Chief Executive Officer
Energy Northwest
P.O. Box 968 (Mail Drop 1023)
Richland, WA 99352-0968

SUBJECT: COLUMBIA GENERATING STATION - RESPONSE TO GENERIC LETTER
2006-03, “POTENTIALLY NONCONFORMING HEMYC AND MT FIRE
BARRIER CONFIGURATIONS” (TAC NO. MD1565)

Dear Mr. Parrish:

By letter dated June 9, 2006, Energy Northwest responded to U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) Generic Letter 2006-03, “Potentially Nonconforming Hemyc and MT Fire
Barrier Configurations.” Under oath or affirmation, you stated that Columbia Generating Station
does not rely on either the Hemyc or MT fire barrier system. You submitted documentation
under oath or affirmation that other 1 or 3-hour fire barrier that separates redundant safe
shutdown trains located within the same fire area have been designed and installed in
accordance with current NRC guidance. Based on your response, the basis for stating that the
other fire barrier has been designed and installed in accordance with NRC guidance should be
maintained on site, and will be subject to inspection during the normal NRC inspection process.

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact me at (301) 415-2296.

Sincerely,

IRA/
Carl F. Lyon, Project Manager
Plant Licensing Branch IV

Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Columbia Generating Station
cc:

Mr. W. Scott Oxenford (Mail Drop PE04)
Vice President, Technical Services
Energy Northwest

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Mr. Albert E. Mouncer (Mail Drop PEO1)

Vice President, Corporate Services/
General Counsel/CFO

Energy Northwest

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Chairman

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172

Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Mr. Douglas W. Coleman (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Regulatory Programs

Energy Northwest

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Mr. Gregory V. Cullen (Mail Drop PE20)
Supervisor, Licensing

Energy Northwest

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011-4005

Chairman

Benton County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 190

Prosser, WA 99350-0190

Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 69

Richland, WA 99352-0069

Mr. Dale K. Atkinson (Mail Drop PE08)
Vice President, Nuclear Generation
Energy Northwest

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Mr. William A. Horin, Esq.
Winston & Strawn

1700 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006-3817

Mr. Matt Steuerwalt
Executive Policy Division
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 43113

Olympia, WA 98504-3113

Ms. Lynn Albin

Washington State Department of Health
P.O. Box 7827

Olympia, WA 98504-7827

Technical Services Branch Chief
FEMA Region X

130 228" Street, S.W.

Bothell, WA 98201-9796

Ms. Cheryl M. Whitcomb (Mail Drop PE03)

Vice President, Organizational
Performance & Staffing/CKO

Energy Northwest

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Assistant Director

Nuclear Safety and Energy Siting Division
Oregon Department of Energy

625 Marion Street, NE

Salem, OR 97301-3742

November 2005
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