
October 11, 2006

Jeremy M. Maxand, Executive Director
Snake River Alliance
104 S Capitol Blvd
P.O. Box 1731
Boise, Idaho 83701

Dear Mr. Maxand:

This letter acknowledges the receipt of your letter dated September 5, 2006, in which you
request a public meeting for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to provide an
update on the status of NRC’s review of the Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) draft waste
determination for the Idaho Nuclear Technology and Engineering Center (INTEC) Tank Farm
Facility (TFF) tank closure activities.  In addition, you request that this meeting address the role
of the NRC in monitoring DOE’s disposal actions and how NRC and the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality (IDEQ) will coordinate activities related to this and other cleanup efforts
at INTEC.

Under Section 3116 of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2005 (NDAA), DOE is required to consult with NRC in determining that certain radioactive
waste resulting from its reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel is not high-level waste.  NRC staff
has prepared a Technical Evaluation Report (TER) that documents NRC’s review of DOE’s
draft waste determination for the INTEC TFF and presents the staff’s analysis and findings. 
The TER is currently in the final stages of NRC’s internal review and will likely be issued later
this month.  

NRC has a policy of openness and believes that stakeholders should be appropriately informed
of NRC processes and activities.  Once the TER has been issued, we would happy to meet with
you and other interested stakeholders to discuss the results of NRC’s review, planned
monitoring activities, and future interactions with DOE and IDEQ.  I will contact you once the
TER has been issued to discuss the timing, location, and format for this meeting.  If you have
questions or require additional information, you may contact me at (301) 415-7640. 

Sincerely, 
/RA/
   
Xiaosong Yin, Project Manager
Low-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials

                                                            and Environmental Management Program
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