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Presidential Documents

Title 3=
The President

Executive Order 12008 of Fobruary 11, 1004

Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations

By the authority vested In mo as President b% the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of Amerlca, it Is hereby ordered as fallows:

Section 1-1, IMPLEMENTATION,

1-101, Agency Rasponsibllities, To the greatost extent practicable and per-
mitted by law, and consistent with the principlos set forth in the report
on the Natlonal Performance Review, each Federal agency shail make achiev-
ing onvironmental justice part of iis mission by ldenllfylng and addressing,
as appm?'rlatu. disproportionately high and adverse human health or environ-
menial elfects of its programs, policles, and activitles on minority populations
and low-income populations in the United States and its territorles and
possessions, the District of Columbla, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the Commonwealth of the Marlana Islands,

1-102, Creation of an Inleragency Working Group on Environmental Justice,
(a) Within 3 months of the dato of this order, the Adminisirator of the
Environmental Protection Agency (*Adminlstrator”) or the Administrator's
designeo shall convena an interagency Federal Working Group on Environ.
mental Justico (“Working Group"), Tho Working Group shall comprise the
heads of tho following executive agencles and offices, or thelr designees:
(a) Dopartment of Dofenso; (b) Depariment of Health and Human Services;
(c) Dopartment of Housln? and Urban Development; (d) Department of Labor;
(e) Department of Agriculture; () Department of Transportation; (g) Depart-
ment of Justice; (h) Depariment of the Interlor; (1) Department uf Commerce;
() Department of Enorgdv: (k) Environmental Protection Agenc{: (1} Offico
of Management and Budget; (m) Office of Sclence and Tachnology Policy;
(n) Office of the Deputy Assistant to the President for Environmental Policy;
(0) Olfice of the Asslistant to the President for Domestic Policy; (p) National
Economle Cauncil: (q) Councll of Economlc Advisers; and (r) such other
Government officlals as tho President may designato, The Working Group
shall report to tho President through the Deputy Assistant to the President
{’oru!!nv ronmental Policy and the Asslstant to the President for Domestic

olicy.

(b) The Working Group shall: (1) provide guldance to Federal agencles
on criteria for Idontifying disproportionately high and adverse human health
?r lonvlmnmonla\ olfocts on minority populations and low-income popu-
atlons;

(2) coordinate with, provide ﬁuldanco to, and sorve as a clearinghouso
for, each Fedoral agency as it dovolops an onvironmental justice strate
as required by soctlon 1-103 of this order, In order to onsuro that the
administration, interprotation und enforcemont of programs, activities and
policies aro undortaken {n a consistont mannor;

(3) assist In coordinating rescarch by, and stimulating cooperation among,
the Environmental Protection Agoncy, the Dopartment of Hoalth and Human
Sorvices, tho Dopartmont of Housing and Urban Dovolopment, and othor
agonclos conducting rosoarch or othoer activities In accordance with soction
3-3 of this ordor;

(4) assist in coordinating data collection, roquired by this ordor; C Y (/k
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(5) examine existing data and studles on environmental justice;

(55) hald public meetings as required In section 8-502(d) of this order;
an

(7) develop interagency model projects on environmental justice that evis
dence cooperation amony Federal agencles,

1-103, Developinent of Agency Strategles, (3) Excopt as provided in sectlon
0~-6053 of this order, each Federal sgency shall develop an agency-wide
onvironmental justice strategy, as set forth in subsections (b}-{e) of this
section that identifies and addressos dleproportionately high and adverse
human health or environmental offects of iis programs, policles, and activitles
on minority populatious and low-incomo populations. The onvironmental
Justice smtog{ shall list programs, policles, planning and public participation
processes, eniorcoment, and/or rulemakings related to human health or the
environment that should be revised to, at a minimum: (1) promote enforce-
ment of all health and environmental statutes {n areas with minority popu-
lations and low-income populations; (2) ensuro groater public participation;
(3) imprave research and data collection relating to the health of and environ-
mont of minority populations and low-Incorne ?opulallom: and (4) {dentify
differontlal pattorns of consumption of natural resources among minority

opulations and low-income populations, In addition, the environmental
Fuuco strategy shall include, where appropriate, a timetable for undertaking
dentifled revisions and consideration of economic and soclal implications
of the revislona, .

(b} Within 4 months of tho dato of this order, each Federal agency shall
identify an Internal administrative process for developing its environmental
justico strategy, and shall inform the Working Group of the process.

(c) Within 6 months of tho dato of this order, each Federal agency shall
rovido the Working Group with an outline of its proposed environmental
rusllco strategy,

(d) Within 10 months of the date of this order, each Federal sgency
shall provide the Working Group with {ts pinposed environmental justice

(e) Within 12 months of the date of this order, each Federal agency
shall {inalize its environmental justice strategy and pravide a copy and
wrliten descriptlon of its stralegy to the Working Group, During tho 12
month perlod from the date of this order, each Foderal agency, as part
of its environmental justice strategy, shall .identifly saveral specific projects
that can be promptly undertaken to addreas particular concerns {dentifled
during tho development of the proposed environmenta! justice strategy, and
a schadule for implomenting those projects,

(N Within 24 months of tho dato of this order, sach Federal agency
shall roport to tho Working Group on its progress In implementing its
agency-wide onvironmental justice strategy.

(8) Fedoral agencles shall provide additional perlodic reports to the Work-
ing Group as requested by the Working Group,

1-104, Reports to the President, Within 14 months of tho date of this
order, tho Working Group shall submit to tho President, through the Offico
of tho Doputy Assistant to the Prosidont for Environmental Policy and the
Offico of tho Assistant to tho President for Domestic Policy, a report that
doscribes tho implomentation of this ordor, and Includes the final environ.
montal justico stratoglios described in section 1-103(e) of this order.

Soc. 2-2. FEDERAL AGENCY RESPONSIDILITIES FOR FEOERAL PROGRAMS, Each
Fodoral agency shall conduct {ts programs, policles, and actlvities that sub-
stantially affoct human health or the onvironment, in a mannor that onsures
that such programs, policles, and activities do not have the effect of excluding
persons (including ﬂulatlons) from participation in, donyling porsons (in-
cluding populntlonsgol o bonolits of, or subjecting porsons {Including popu.
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lations) to discrimination under, such programs, policles, and activitles,
because of thelr race, color, or national origin,

Sec, 3-3, RESEARCH, DATA COLLECTION, AND ANALYSIS,

3-301, Human Health and Environmental Research and Analysis, (a) Envle
ronmental human health research, whanaver practicable and appropriate,
shall Include diversa sogmonts of the population {n epidemlological and
clinical studles, including segments at high risk from environmental hazards,
such as minority populations, low-Income populations and workers who
may ba exposed (o substantlal environmental hazards,

(b) Environmental human health analyses, whenever practicable and appro-
priate, shall identify multiple and cumulative exposures,

{c) Federal agencios shall provide minority populations and low-Incomo
populations tho opportunity to commont on the development and design
of research strategios undortaken pursuant to this order,

3-302. Human Health and Bnvironmental Data Collection and Analysis.
To the extent permitied by existing law, Including tho Privacy Acl, ac
amended (3 U.5.C. soction 352a): (a) each Fedoral aﬁoncy. whenover prac-
licable and appropriate, shall collect, maintain, and analyze Information
assessing and comparing environmontal and human health risks borne by
populations identified by race, national origin, or income, To tho extent
practical and appropriate, Fedoral agencies shall use this information to
dotermine whether thelr programs, policles, and activitles have disproportion-
ately high and adverse human health or environmental offects on minority
populations and low-Incomoe populations;

(®) In connoction with the dovelopment and implementation of agency
strateglos In soction 1~103 of this order, each Federal agency, whenover
practicable and appropriate, shall collect, maintain and analyze information
on the race, natlonal origin, income level, and other readlly accessible and
appropriate Information for areas surrounding facilities or sites expocted
ta havo a substantial environmental, human healtk, or economic effect on
the surrounding populations, whon such facllitius or sites become the subject
of a substantial Federal environmental administrative or judiclal action,
gut':h lnrogmuon shall bo made available to tho public, unless prohiblted

y law; an

(c) Each Federal agency, whenever practicable and appropriate, shall col-
lect, malntaln, and analyza Informatlion on the race, natlonal orlgin, Income
level, and ather readily accessible and appropriate Information for areas
surrounding Federal facilities -that are; (1) subject to tho roporting requires
ments under the Bmergancy Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act,
42 U.S.C. soctlion 11001-11030 as mandated In Executive Order No, 12856;
and (3) expecled 1o have a gubstantlal environmental, human health, or
economic elfect on surrounding populations, Such information shall be mado
avallable to tho public, unless pruhibited by law,

(d) In cmylnf out tho responsibilities In this section, each Federal agency,
whonevor practicable and appropriate, shall share information and eliminate
unnecessary duplication of offorts through tho use of existing data systems
and cooporalivo agroements among Fedoral agencios and with State, Jocal,
and tribal governmonts,

Sec. 4-4. SUDSIITENGE CONSUMPTION OF FiSH AND WILDLIFE,

4401, Consuinption Patterns, In order to assist in ldentifying the need
{or ensuring protection of populations with difforent!al patterns of subsistence
consumption of fish and wildlilo, Federal agoncios, whenever praciicablo
and appropriate, shall colloct, maintain, and analyzo Information on the
consumplion patterns of populations who principally rely on fish and/or
wildlifo for subsistonce, Fedoral agoncles shall coinmunicate to the public
the risks of those consumption patterns,
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4403, Gu"ance, Federal agencles, whenover practicable and appropriate,
shall work in a coordinated manner to publish guldance reflecting the latest
sclentific infarmatlon available cancerning methads for evaluating tho human
health risks assoclated with the consumption of pollutant-hearing fish or
wi:idllf‘o. Agencles shall conslder such guldance in developing thelr policles
and rules,

Sec, 3-3, PUDLIG PARTICIPATION AND ACCEO3 TO INFORMATION, (a) Tho public
may submit recommendations to Federal agancles relating to the Incarpora-
tion of environmental justice principles into Federal agency programs or

licles, Bach Fedoral sgency shall convey such recommendations to the
Yorking Group, '

(b) Bach Foderal agency may, whenever practicablo and approprlate, trans.
late cruclal public documents, notices, and hearings relating to human Fealth -
or the environmoent for limited English speaking populations,

(c) Bach Federal agency shall work to ensuro that public documents,
notices, and hoarings mlallng to human health or the environment are con-
ciso, understandable, and roadily accessiblo to the public. :

td) The Working Group shall hold public meetings, as appropriate, for
the Purposo of fact-finding, recolving public comments, and conducting in-
ulrles concerning environmantal justice, The Working Group shall prepare
or public review a summary of the comments and recommendations dis-
cussed at the public moetings,

§oc, 0-8, GENERAL PROVISIONS,

6-801, Responsibility for Agency Implementation, The hoad of each Federal
agency shall be resimmlblo for ensuring compliance with this order, Each
Federal agency shall conduct {nternal reviews and take such other steps
as may bo necessary to monitor compliance with this order,

6-002, Executlve Order No, 12250, ‘This Executive order Is intended to
supplomont but not supersede Executlve Order No. 12250, which requires
consistent and effective implementation of various laws Frohlbltlna discriml.
natory practices In programs rocolving Federal financlal assistance. Nothing
herein <hall lmit the elfect or mandate of Executlve Order No, 12250,

6-603. Executive Order No. 12073, This Executlve order Is not Intended
to limit the effect or mandate of Executive Order No, 12875,

8-804, Scope, For purposes of this order, Federal agoncy means any sgency
on the Working Group, and such othor agencles as may bo designated
by the Presldent, that conducts any Federal program or activity that substan.
tially alfects human health or the environment. Independent agencles are
requested to comply with the provisions of this ordor,

6-803, Petitions for Exemptions, The head of a Federal agency may petition
tho Prosident for an oxemption from tho requirements of this order on
tho grounds that all or somo of tho petitioning agency's programs or activitios
should not bo subject to the requiremonts of this order,

6-000. Native American Programs. BEach Federal agency responsibility set
forth undor this ordor shall a%plf oquall{ to Nallve American programs,
In addition, the Dopartment of the Interior, In coordination with the Working
Group, and, afler consullation with tribal leaders, shall courdinatlo stops
!‘gt lmaken pursuant lo this order that address Foderally-recognized Indian

©-807, Costs. Unloss othenwiso provided by law, Foderal agoncles shall
assumo the {inanclal costs of complying with this order.

6-808, Genoral, Fedoral agoncios shall Imploment this order consistont
with, and to the extent permitted by, oxisting law.

6-809, Judicial Review. This order Is intonded only to improva the internal
managoment of tho exoecutive branch and is not Intended to, nor doos it
creato any right, benofll, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural,
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enforceable at law or equity by a party agalnst the United States, lts agencles,

{ts officers, or any person. This order shall not be construed (o crealo

any right to judiclal review Involving tho compliance or noncompliance

3{ l:hord Unlted States, its egencles, Its offlcers, or any other person with
order,

THE WHITE HOUSE,
February 11, 1984,

tditoria) mets For tho memorandum that was concurrently Issuod on Fedensl enviroamental
program reform, soe Issus No, 6 of the IWeskly Compilation Presidential Documents,
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