
September 14, 2006

Mr. Edward G. Wallace, Senior General Manager-US Programs
Pebble Bed Modular Reactor (Pty) Ltd.
P.O. Box 9396
Centurion 0046
Republic of South Africa

SUBJECT: STATUS OF PEBBLE BED MODULAR REACTOR (PBMR) WHITE PAPERS
 
Dear Mr. Wallace:

This acknowledges receipt of your letter of August 28, 2006 (ML062400070), which enclosed
the PBMR white paper entitled “Safety Classification of Structures, Systems, and Components
for the Pebble Bed Modular Reactor.”  As we had noted in our letter of May 25, 2006
(ML061350057), we will consider reviewing the above white paper to the extent that such a
review enables the staff to better understand the PBMR safety approach.  

An e-mail from Mr. Edward Burns on June 16, 2006 (ML061700503) had provided a schedule
whereby the white papers that NRC has agreed to review would have been received by August
31, 2006.  As of the end of August 2006, the status of white papers is that the PRA Approach
paper was submitted on June 13, 2006 (ML061650404), the Licensing-Basis Event Selection
paper was submitted on July 3, 2006 (ML061930116), and the SSC classification paper was
submitted on August 28, 2006 (ML062400070).  We have not yet received a revised schedule
for the submittal of the papers on Defense-in-Depth, and format and content description. 

NRC’s intent is to follow an integrated approach to review the set of white papers because of
the interdependency of the topics covered.  We had indicated to you in our letter of 
June 27, 2006 (ML061730421) that we would establish a review schedule for the PBMR white
papers once we receive and review the scope and content of the papers, and considering the
relative priorities of NRC’s work load.  We also noted that any delay in submitting the white
papers for review will impact the NRC’s schedule and availability of resources for reviewing the
documents.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your plans for submitting the remaining two
white papers.  Please contact me at 301-415-5896 should you have further questions.

Sincerely,

/RA/
N. Prasad Kadambi, Project Manager 
New and Advanced Reactors Branch
New Reactors and Computational Analysis 
Division of Risk Assessment and Special Projects 
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
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cc: by mail

Mr. George B. Stramback
Manager, Regulatory Services
GE Nuclear Energy 
1989 Little Orchard Street, M/C 747
San Jose, CA 95125

Mr. David Lochbaum, Nuclear Safety Eng.
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW., Suite 600
Washington, DC  20006-3919

Mr. Paul Gunter
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
1424 16th Street, NW, Suite 404
Washington, DC  20036

Mr. James Riccio
Greenpeace
702 H Street, Suite 300
Washington, DC  20001

Mr. Adrian Heymer
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC  20006-3708

Mr. Thomas P. Miller
U.S. Dept. of Energy, NE-20, Rm. A286
Headquarters - Germantown
19901 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD  20874-1290

Mr. Paul Leventhal
Nuclear Control Institute
1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 410
Washington, DC  20036

Mr. Glenn H. Archinoff
AECL Technologies
481 North Frederick Avenue
Suite 405
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mr. Charles Brinkman
Westinghouse Electric Co.
Washington Operations
12300 Twinbrook Pkwy., Suite 330
Rockville, MD 20852

Mr. Jerald S. Holm
Framatome ANP, Inc.
3315 Old Forest Road
P.O. Box 10935
Lynchburg, VA 24506-0935

Mr. Dennis R. Spurgeon
Assistant Secretary for Nuclear Energy
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Room 5A-143
Washington, DC  20585

Dr. Regis Matzie
Senior Vice President & Chief Technology
Member, PBMR Board of Directors
Westinghouse Electric Co.
20 Independence Road
Windsor, CT 06095

Mr. Dieter Matzner
Director, Power Plant Delivery
PBMR Pty, Limited
Lake Buena Vista Building
1267 Gordon Hood Ave.
P.O. Box 9397
Centurion 0046
Republic of South Africa

Dr. Edwin Lyman, Scientific Director
Nuclear Control Institute
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Mr. Hugh Jackson
Public Citizen Critical Mass Energy Project
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Mr. Edward G. Wallace
Sr. General Mgr.-U.S. Programs
PBMR Pty. Ltd.
P.O. Box 16789
Chattanooga, TN 37416


