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This was an unannounced inspection for VA permit 04-00181-04. The RSO is Carol Sherwood and
the assistant RSO is Ron Nausbaum. VA-LA is large medical broad scope permittee of the VA
master materials license.

The nuclear_medjcineé)_rogram consists of 3 - 4 Ph¥sicians (2 full time and 2 part time) and

8 technologists, including the chief technologist. The nuclear medicine department has six
cameras. The camera rooms can be locked, and the hot lab has a cipher lock. Tc-99m is the
primary isotope used in nuclear medicine, normally ordered in bulk form. However, the .
radiopharamacist orders one Tc-99m multi-Curie generator annuall*_to train residents. The dail
workload in nuclear medicine is usually 8 to 10 cases. The normal Tc-99m workload consists of 2-
4 bone studies daily; 5 - 6 renal studies weeklg, 2 MUGA scans weekly and 12 red cell mass
studies yearly. No aerosols or xenon are used. VA-LA performs 25 - 30 |-131 hy{Jerthyro_ld
treatments per year, and 3 - 5 thyroid ablations ger 3year. In-patient radioiodine therapy is
infrequently performed, with the last occurring 2 - ¥ears ago. VA-LA conducts approxlmately 2
cases of |-125 brachytherapy seed implants per month. Although three implants were scheduled
in August 2006. Prior to use I-125 seeds are stored in a lead lined vault in a locked room located
in radiation therapy. Access to this room is limited to the physicist and RSO.

The research program consists of about 30 labs using primarily H-3, C-14, P-32, and 1-125. Usage
of S-35 has decreased over the past few years. All labs are locked. VA-LA uses an internal permit
process to approve each authorized user. Several labs were visited and interviews were
conducted with authorized users, as well as technicians. All personnel knew proP_er procedures
for ordering and receiving radioactive materials, demonstrated proper contamination survey
techniques, and were familiar with spill procedures and cleanup actions. Interviews were
conducted with secunt')((, housekeeping, nursing staff and research laboratory personnel. The
staff were found to be knowledgeable regarding the radiation safety program and operations.

Radioactive material is ordered by the authorized users, but received and surveyed in nuclear
medicine prior to being transferred to the respective departments. VA-LA does not receive after
hour deliveries of radioactive material. VA-LA calibrates their survey instruments in-house on an
annual basis. All survey instruments were found to calibrated. Personnel dosimetry records were
reviewed. The highest dosnmet% result in 2005 was to a nuclear medicine technologist who

received a whole body dose of 485 mrem.

No violations were noted during this inspection.




