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Veteran Affairs Health Care System 
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Docket File Information 
SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT 

AND COMPLIANCE INSPECTION 

2. NRClREGlONAL OFFICE 

USNRC Region IV 

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

3. DOCKET NUMBER(S) 

030-34325 03-23853-01 VA 
4. LICENSE NUMBER@) 5. DATE@) OF INSPECTION 

July 31 - August 1,2006 

I 
Field Office 

Temporary Job Site 

6. INSPECTION PROCEDURES USED 

871 311871 26 

This was an unannounced inspection for VA permit 04-00181-04. The RSO is Carol Sherwood and 
the assistant .RSO-is Ron Nausbaum. VA-LA is large medical broad scope permittee of the VA 
master materials license. 

The nuclear medicine rogram consists of 3 - 4 h sicians (2 full time and 2 part time) and 

cameras: !he camera rooms can be !ocked, and the hot lab has a ci her lock. Tc-99m is the 
prima 

4 bone studies daily; 5 - 6 renal studies weekl 2 MUGA scans weekl and 12 red cell mass 
studies yearly. No aerosols or xenon are u.se8: VA-LA performs 25 - 30 1-131 hy erthyrojd 

infrequent1 erformed, with the last occurring 5 - j y r s  ago. VA-LA conducts approximatel 2 

in Au ust 2006. Prior to use 1-125 seeds are stored in a lead lined vault in a locked room located 
in ra8ation therapy. Access to this room is limited to the physicist and RSO. 

The research program consists of about 30 labs usin primaril H-3, C-14 P-32, and 1-125. Usage 

process to ap rove each authorized user. Several !abs were visited and interviews were 

for ordering and receiving radioactive. materials, demonstrated proper contaminalon survey 
techniques, and were familiar with spill procedures and cleanup actions. Interviews were 
conducted with securtt , housekee ing, nursmg staff and research laboratory personnel: The 

Radioactive-material is ordered by the authorized users, but received and surveyed in nuclear 
medicine pr!or to being transferred to the res ectjve departments. VA-LA does not receive after 
hour deliveries of radioactive material. VA-dcalibrates their survey instruments in-house on an 
annual basis. All survey instruments were found to calibrated. Personnel dosimetry-records were 
reviewed. The hi hest dosimet 

No violations were noted during this inspection. 

8 technolo ists, i nch  8 ing the chief technologis! +he nuclear medicine department has six 

isotope used in nuclear medicine normally ordered in bulk P orm. However, the 

Y work oad in-nuclear medicine is usually 8 to 10 cases. The normal 't c-99m workload consists o 2- 

treatments per year, and 3 - 5 thyroid ablations er ear. In-patient radioiodine r herapy-is 

cases of I- Y g  2 brachytherapy seed implants per mon h. Although three implants were schedu Y ed 

of S-35 has decreased over the past few years. All la B s are loc i .ed. VA-LA uses an internal permit 

conducted wi P h authorized users, as well as technicians. All personnel knew pro er procedures 

staff were found to be i nowledgea B le regarding the radiation safety program and operations. 

received a whole % ody dose of 4 % 5 mrem. 

Xaramacist orders-one Tc-99m mulfi-Curie generator annual1 to train residents. The dail 

result in 2005 was to a nuclear medicine technologist who 

I 

7. INSPECTION FOCUS AREAS 

03.01.03.07 

I. PROGRAM CODE(S) 2. PRIORITY 3. LICENSEE CONTACT 
21 20 3 Carol Sherwood M.S. 

4. TELEPHONE NUMBER 
81 8-891 -771 1 


