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i c y  i n  tfa\\aii :in irradiator must be ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ b ~ ~ .  accessible arid 
in dl islands. Pa'ina Hawaii has stated that i t  ~ 1 1 1  provide fair and 

ti) c \  ct>triii: that wishes to use the facility. Also its location on Oahu. maiicss 
sI-1 i pp i 11 2 t'fo t-t l I i b  I t h i '  ;ii I islands. 



Sandra I x e  Kunimoro 
Chairperson, Board of Agriculture 
1428 South King Street 
Honolulu. Hawai‘i 9fiX 14-25 12 

I>OA Chairperson. iiix: (808.) 973-96 I3 

We are aware that thc Hawaiian producers and shippers have been sevcreiy restricted in 

b r i s ~ ~ i ~ ~  their local prctduce tw world tnrrkets. Fniit ilks and other pests do nctt dlow for 
unrestricted ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~  to the \lS mainland or otticr potentid markets. A C C ~ S S  to the LIS 
rndar?d  requires treatment that is not available on most islands 

Treatment facilitjes exist only on the Big Island. Of the various treatmerits a~&labIc  today, 
irradiation is the most flexible, least costly treatment. It allows for treatment 111 tho final 
shipping box (quidity control rcmairir with producer or shipper) and applies no  hoat during 
treatrllent (riper h i t s  ccm be shipped). Essentially, treatment by i ~ a ~ ? ~ ~ i o ~  provides an 
~ c ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  one step process just prior to shipping to the IIS rnainIarid or orher potcntirrl 
markets. 

For a ~ ~ i ~ u l t ~ i r ~  to dctelcip in llawai’i an irradiator must be depcndabje. accessible and open to 
all shippers fi-om all islands Pa‘tna ilawai‘i has stated that it will provicie 
access to everyone that wishes t i l  use the facility. Also its location on Oah 
affordable for dl islands. 

The Pa’ ina Hawai.;,‘i irradiatcrr wiil  be an “Lndenvtttrr Category 111“ cohalt-l~O irradiator. The 
~ n t ~ r n a t i ~ n ~ ~  Alornrc Fmrgy Agency describes a Category TI1 irradiator as an “iriliercntly 
safe” design with no c&ct on the enviroamcnt ‘I he cobalt-SO source in the irradiator ~ ~ I X ~ J I I S  

safely ~ d e r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i d  ai a11 times. The safety rccord o f  Category 111 irradiators i s  t.xcellcnt 
ilftcr f nw~  than 50 years o f  experience worldwide, there has ncver bern an inciijvnt i i i  a 
Chtcgory 1XX i ~ a e ~ i a ~ ~ ~  resulting in irradiation t ~ p c ~ . ~ e  to mi employee or tt ic public 

We urge the completion of-’ Pa‘ina t-1av.ai’i’s irradiator at the earlicst possible. d&t: 



We are aware that the Haw producers and shippers have been severely restricted in 
bringing their local produce to world markets Fruit ilks and other pests do riot a h i  for 
unrestricted shipments to the US mainland or other ptential markets, Access to the LS 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a i i ~  reytiires treatment that is nut available 011 most islarids. 

l'reatment fkcilities exist oiily on thc Big Island, Of the vra.rio~s treatments available today, 
irradiation is the most flexibk, least costlq treatment, It allows for ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  i f i  {lie final 
shipping hou (quality control remainn with producer or shipper) and uppiicv ncr hcnt dusunt; 
trcatrnent (riper fruits can be shipped). Essentially, treatment by irradiatioti provi 
~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~ i j € ~ ~ ~ ~ .  one step procuss just prior to shipping to thc US rnainIand or ollicr potential 
markets. 

I;c>r agriculture -in develop in Hawai'i an irradiator must bc dependable, accessible and open to 
ail shippers from all islrmds. Pa'iria Hawai'i has stated that it will provide fair and equal 
~ ~ C C ~ S S  to eveynnc that wishes to use the facility. Also i t s  lacation on Oahu, mdces shippuig 
affordabtc f i r  311 islands. 

Rie Pa"im Ratvai'i irradiator will be an T n d e m a t e r  Category Hi'* cobalt-60 madiator. 'The 
Intentational Atomic Energy Agency describes a C'ategoq TII irradiator as EUI ":inhc;rently 

saf2ly underground ar a11 times. The safety record of Category 111 irradiators is cxcrlertt. 

Catcgnry I11 madlator resulting in inradiaticw csposurc to a n  ercployec o r  thu public 

n w t h  no e2Tcct on the cnviromieiit. The cobalt-60 source in the rrradiator scrziains 

.r inarc thair 50 years of espcrience wxldwidc, tticrc has ncl cr been si iricidcnt in il 
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Sandra Lee Kunimota 
Chairperson, Board of Agriculture 
1428 South King Street 
H ~ n o l u l u  HI 96814-2512 

We. thc. i i ~ i ~ ~ r s i ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ .  support and urge the completion of a second irradiator in I-tai%aii on 
Oahu at I - ~ ~ n ~ ~ l ~ i I ~ i  ~ ~ t ~ r n a t i ~ n a i  Airport, 

x%s ~ a ~ ~ a i ~ ~ n  residents 
decreasing our dependence on tourism and military spending. "The expansion ~ ? f d ~ ~ e r ~ i ~ ~ e ~  
~ ~ r ~ ~ u ~ t u r e  mill hc'tp achieae those goals. Fruit flies and other pests do not allow for 
unrestricted ~hipments to the US Mainland or other potential markets. tAccess to the L'S 
mainland requires treatment that is not mailable on inas  islands. 

recognize the need to dhersift our econoniq RS much as possible, 

rreatment hcilities exist only on the Rig Island. Of the larious treatments aiailable tcrda), 
i ~ ~ d i a t i ( ~ n  is the most flexible, least costly treatment. It allo\\s for treatment E i i  the final 
shipping box (yuality control remains with producer or shipper) and applies no heat during 
treatment (riper friiits can be shipped). Essentially. treatment by i~ad i~ t io i i  prmides an 
L i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l i c a t e ~ .  one step process just prior to shipping to the tJS mainland o r  other pot 
markets. 

For agriciiiture to delelap in Fkwaii an irradiator must be d ~ ~ e n ~ a b l e ,  accessible and open to 
all shippers from all islands. Pa'iria Hauaii has stated that it \ \ i l l  prolide fair m d  equal x c e s s  
to rtcrjont. that tvishes to use the facility. Aim its location on Oahu, makes shipping 
a ~ ~ r ~ ~ b ~ e  fix d l  islands. 

The Pa'ina f-fmaii i ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ r  x%il l  be an "Undencater Catcgoq I 1  1'" cobalt-60 irradiator. The 
i n ~ e ~ a t i o ~ a i  iZtoinic Energy a'?igencj describes a Category XI1 irradiator as an e+inherentl: 
safe" design \% ith no cf'kct on the en1 ironnient, The cobalt-60 source in  the j r ~ a ~ i ~ t ~ r  
remains safe]> ~ ~ ~ e r ~ r o u n ~ ~  at a11 times. 1-he safety record of C'ategorj I I I  ~ ~ r a ~ i a t ~ r s  ic 
excellent. Afier mOre than 50 )ears of experience worldwide, there has nexer been an  
incident in a Categoq ?I1 irradiator resulting in irradiati~n exposure to at1 employee CIF the 
public. 

Further ice recognize the irnpirrtance an irradiator x$ould hale in treating incoming prciduce. 
heiping to reduce the threat of inL ash e species, Xvhich ha\e alreadj tahrn a tol l  on imr 
islarids. 

We urge the c o ~ p ~ e t i ~ ~  of Pa' ina I-iatxaii's irradiator at the earliest possible date. 

Print name: i t r  Date: 
1 

Occupation: Address : 



Sandra Lee Kunimoto 
Chairperson Board of A ~ ~ c u ~ ~ u ~ e  
1428 South King Street 
Honolulu Hi 96814-2572 

-4s ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ i i a n  reskierits \\e recognize the need to ditersify our econonij as m t t h  as possible, 
d ~ ~ r e a s ~ n ~  our ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e  on tourism and military spending. The expansion ofdik ersified 
agriculture will help ashiew those goals. Fruit flies and other pests do m t  allou for 
un~~stricted s ~ i p ~ e ~ t ~  tu the US Mainland or other potential markets. Access tct ihe LS 
mainland requires treati~~ent that is not akailable on most islands. 

Treatment Facilities evisr on11 on the Big Island. Ofthe tasious treat~ients at ailable toda). 
i~adiation i s  the mcxt flexible. least costly treatment. It allows for treatment in  the Final 
skipping box (qualitj control remains with producer or shipper) and applies no lieat durins 
treatment (riper fruits can he shipped). Essentially, treatment b j  i~adiat ios~ probides an 
~ n ~ ~ n i p ~ ~ c a t ~ d ~  one step process just prior to shipping to the C'S mainland or other p o t e ~ t i ~ ~  
markets. 

For a ~ ~ ~ u i t u r e  to detelilp in HauBii a11 irradiator must be dependable. accesslbk and open to 
all shippers fiom all islands, Pa'ina E Iattaii has stated that it *ill pro\ ide fair and equal access 
to everyone that %ishes to use the Facility. Also its location on Oahu. makes shipping 
affordab~e for all islands. 

T'hc Pa'itia Hawaii irradiator \\ill be an "tlndensater Category III"" ~ o ~ a ~ t - ~ ~  ~ ~ r a ~ i a t ~ ~ ~ ~  The 
I n t e ~ a t i ~ n a l  Atomic Energy Agency describes a Category 111 irradiator as an "itiherenrl~ 
safe" design M ith no etTect on the en-\ ironment. The cobalt-60 source in the ~r ra~ia tor  
remains safely ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ r ~ ~ u ~ d  at all timer;. The safety record of C a t e g q  I11 irradiators is 
excellent. ARer more than 50 bears crf experience ttorldside, thcre has ne\er k e n  an 
incident in a C'atcgor> I11 irradiator resulting in irradiation exposure to an ernplogiee nr the 
public. 

Further tte recoyni7e the i ~ i p ( ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  ai irradiator would ha%e in treating incoming produce, 
hclping to reduce the threat of  intasite species. uhich haxe alreadq taken a toll o n  our 
islands, 

f Pa'ina Wauaii's irradiator at the earliest possible date. 

L +  2 _I *-- 
- *  
'i 

Date: 

Address: 
, J p L q  ; / /  4 4  
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Sandra Lee Kunimoto 
Chairperson Board of Agricultur~ 
1428 Soutn King Street 
HO~OIUIU HI 96814-2512 

’&“e, the ~ i n d e r ~ ~ ~ n e ~ ,  support and urge the completion of a second irrlzdiaror in IIatiaii on 
Oafiu iit I r ~ n o l u ~ ~  ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ t i o n a l  Airport. 

As ~ a ~ ~ ~ i i ~ ~  residents x e  recognize the need to dixersifq our econornj as much as p~ssible. 
~ e ~ r e a ~ ~ n g  our d e p ~ n d e ~ c e  on tourism and rni1ita.r) spending. ”I tie expansion of dik ersified 
a ~ ~ i c u l t ~ i r e  \\ i l l  help achieke those goals, Fruit flies and other pests do not allox+ for 
unrestricted ~ h i p i ~ ~ e ~ t ~  to the US ~ ~ a ~ n l a n d  or other potential markcts. Access to the lis 
~ ~ a i ~ l ~ i ~ d  requires t r e a t ~ ~ ~ t  that is not available on most islands. 

Treatment facilities exist only on the Rig Island. Of the various treati~ents alailable todab, 
irradiation is the inast flexible, least costly treatment. it allows for ~ r e a ~ r ~ e n t  in the final 
shipping box (yinlity control remains with producer or shipper) and applies no heat during 
treatment (riper hiits can be shipped). Essentially, treatment b) i r r ~ ~ i a ~ ~ ( ~ n  prot ides an 
L ~ ~ c ~ ~ m p ~ i c ~ t e d ~  one step process just prior to shipping to the US inainfand or other potential 
markets. 

For agriculture to detelop in Hatvaii an j ~ a d i a t ~ r  must be dep~nd~ble .  accessible and  ope^^ to 
all shippers f?om ail islands. Pa’ina €€a%%aii has stated that it will  provide fair arid equal access 
to e.ier>one that ttishes to me the facility. Also its location on Oahn. makes s ~ ~ ~ p i ~ ~  
affordable for all islands. 

’Ihe Pa‘ina Hawaii irradiator s i l l  be an “Underwater Category 111“‘ cobalt-60 irradiator. The 
lnte~ational Atomic Energj Rgenc! describes a Category I l l  irradiator as an “inherrntlj 
safe“ design ith ti0 eM‘ect on  the en\ ironment. The cobalt-60 source in rhc i~~adiator 
remains safely ~ I ~ ~ ~ e r ~ r ~ ~ i n d  at all times. The safety record of Categorj 111 irradiators is 
exccllcnr. Mler Imre than 50 years of experience \wrldwide. there has neter been an 
incident in a Catego? 111 irradiator resulting in irradiation exposure to  an employee or the 
public. 

Funher \\e recognize the irnpclrtance an irradiator atould hale in treating ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  produce, 
helping to reduce the threat of intasixe species. cvhich hace alreailk taken a toll on  our 
is lands . 

Vv”e urse the ~ o I ~ p l e t ~ ~ ~ r ~  o f  Pa’ina Haxvaii‘s irradiator at the earliest poscible tiate. 

I I .  Occupat ion: I t  . ,  f ’ Address: 

’ \  



Sandra Lee Kunimoto 
Chairperson Board of Agnculture 
1428 South King Street 
HCI~O~U~U, Hi 96814-2572 

We, the ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ r s i ~ n ~ d .  support and urge the completion of a second irradiator in I-iattaii on 
Oahu at: I irmolulu I n ~ ~ ~ a ~ i o n a ~  Airport- 

As Hauaiiao residents v+e recognize the need to ditersifq our econorn) as n-iuch as possible. 
decreasing our ~ependence on tourism and military spending. l h e  ssp 
a ~ ~ i ~ ~ i l t i ~ r e  x i i l l  hetp achiexe those gaals. Fruit flies and other pests do not a l h  far 
unrestricted s ~ i p ? ~ e ~ ~ s  to the US ~ ~ a i n ~ a n d  or other potential markets. Access to the US 
mainland requires t r e a t ~ 1 ~ ~ ~  that is not available on most islands. 

ion o ~ ~ i t e r s ~ ~ e d  

Treatment f'acilities exist only on the Big Island. Of the various treatments mailable today. 
irra~iation is  the most tlcsible. teast costly treatment. It allows for treatment in the final 
shipping bo.; (quality control remains t+ith producer or shipper) and applies no heat during 
treatment (riper h i t s  can be shipped). Essentially, treatment by irradiation prwides an 
~ i ~ ~ ~ m ~ l i ~ a t e d .  one step process just prior to shipping to the US rriairilarid or other potential 
markets. 

For agriculture to deiefop in Hawaii an irradiator must be dependable. accessible and open to 
all shippers from ail islands. Pa'ina Hattaii has stated that it will pro\ ide fair and equal access 
to e teryme that uishes to use the facility. Also its location on Clahti. rnakes s ~ ~ ~ p p ~ ~ ~  
affordable for all islands. 

The Pa'ina Hatcaii i 
International Atom; 
safe'" design x\ ith no tEec t  or1 the ent irontnent. The cobalt40 source in the irradiator 
remains safelj u n ~ ~ r ~ r ~ ~ i n d  at all times. ?'he safety record of C'ategon, 111 i ~ r a ~ i a ~ ~ r s  is 
cxcellenr. AAer rnore than 50 jears of experience uorldwide. there has 1x1 
incident in  a Category I I I  irradiator resulting in irradiation exposure to an emplnqee or the 

iator t t i l l  be an "Undentater Category 1 I I "  cobalt-60 i n n  
ergy Agency describes a C'ategoq 111 irradiator as an "inherentl) 

public. 

F ~ ~ ~ e r  \!e recognize the hportsnce an irradiator v,ould ha\ e in treating i n ~ ( ~ K T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  produce. 
helping to reduce the threat tifintasike species, t+hich haxe alreadq taken a toll o n  our 
islands, 

We urge the c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p l ~ t j ~ ~ ~  of Pa" ina I-la\taii's irradiator at the earliest possible date. 

occupat io 11: - 



Sandra Lee Kunimoto 
Chairperson, Board af Agriculture 
1428 South King Street 
Ho~oIuIu. HI 968142512 

We. the Li~idersigned* siippc~rt and urge the completion o f a  second ~ r r ~ ~ i ~ t a r  in Ma\taii on 
Oahu at Iioriolulu I n t e ~ a t i ~ I i a ~  .%.irpon. 

As Mat\aiian residents \\e recognize the need to dicersify our econom) as Inucfi as possible, 
~ ~ ~ r ~ a s i n ~  our ~ e p ~ ~ d e n ~ ~  tin tourism and mil itaq spending. The expansion of dit e r s i ~ e ~  
a ~ r i c ~ ~ t i i r e  wilf lielp achicxe those goals. Fruit flies and other pests do not allow for 
unrestricted s ~ ~ p ~ ~ n t ~  to the U S  ~ ~ a ~ n ~ a n d  or other potential markets. ,2ccess to thc L 5  
~ a i t i l a ~ d  requires t r e ~ t ~ e ~ ~  that is not aJailable on most islands. 

Treatment hcilities exist only an the Big Island. Of the Larious treatments a \ a ~ ~ a ~ l e  todai. 
irradiation is the mast flexible, least costly treatment. It allows fix- ~ r e ~ ~ t ~ ~ i ~ n t  in the h a 1  
shipping box (quality control remains vcith producer or shipper) and applies no heat d ~ r i n ~  
treatment (riper fruits can be shipped~, Essentially, treatment bfi irradiation pro\ ides an 
u ~ ~ ~ 3 n i p l i ~ a t e ~ ~  one step process just prior to shipping to the US i ~ ~ a i n l a ~ ~  or other potential 
tiiar k et s . 

For agriculture to develop in 1 lauaii ail irradiator must be dependable. accessible and open tu 
all shippers f b m  all istands. Pa' ina Flmliaii has stated that it \bil l  pro! ide fair and equal ~KCCSS 

to ekeryone that tlrishes tu use the facility, Also its location 017 Qatitu. makes s h i p p j ~ ~  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ b l e  for a11 islands. 

The I'a'ina IIawaii irradiator \vi11 be an "Under\\ater ('atego? 111" cobalt-ti0 irradiator. 1 he 
~ t i te rna t i~~i i~ l  iltomic Energy Agency describes a Categorq i l l  irradiator as an '"inherently 
safe"' decign u i t h  no efTect on the environment. The cobalt-Gtl source in  rhe irradiator 
remains safe!? u n ~ e r ~ r o u i ~ d  at all times. The safety record of C'aregor) 111 irradiators is 
excellent. After more than 50 >ears ofexperierice norldwiide. there has neter been an 
incident in a Categoq 1Ii irradiator resuking in irradiation expowre to an enxpioqee or the 
pLiblic. 

Further \\e recognize. the j r ~ ~ ~ ~ a ~ c ~  an irradiator M uuld ha\ e in tre;iti~ig i ~ ~ ~ i i ~ ~ n ~  produce. 
helping io  reduce the threat o f  intasite species, \\hich hate already tnhen D to11 on w r  
islaricls. 

We urge the c ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ T ~  o f  Pa'ina WaFkaii's irradiator at the earliest p s s i h k  date. 

Signature: 

Date: 

Address: 



LINDA LINGLE 
Governor 

SANDRA LEE KUNIMOTO 
Chairperson, Board of Agriculture 

DUANE K. OKAMOTO 
Deputy to the Chairperson 

State of Hawaii 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

1428 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-2512 

Phone: (808) 973-9600 Fax: (808) 973-9613 

August 28,2006 

Mr. Michael Kohn 
President 
Paina Hawaii 
P.O. Box 3 1264 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820 

Dear Mr. Kohn: 

This letter is in response to your query regarding our interest to have a second commercial 
irradiator in Hawaii preferably located at Honolulu International Airport. 

As you know, Hawaii has a commercial irradiator on the Island of Hawaii treating tropical fruit 
and sweet potato for export to U S .  mainland markets. That irradiator has been in operation for 
approximately five years. The facility is owned by a papaya packer and exporter. In addition to 
treating papaya of its own production through land lease agreements with growers, the facility 
treats papaya for independent papaya growers on the island. Independent papaya growers must 
provide a minimum of 1,000 cases of fruit per week to receive treatment service, however, no 
more than 2,000 cases per week can be delivered to the facility for treatment. 

The bulk of the throughput tonnage for the existing facility is provided by growers located on the 
Island of Hawaii. For growers elsewhere in the state, the location of the facility in Keeau on the 
Island of Hawaii has been a limiting factor for the expansion of production for export markets 
given the high costs of transportation and the limited access to markets from the Island of 
Hawaii. 

As a result, there is great need for a second commercial irradiator in Hawaii, fully accessible to 
all potential users, located on Oahu, the central hub for transportation both air and sea for 
Hawaii. 

Tropical fruit and vegetable commodities are highly perishable requiring the shortest possible 
time delay from field to market. Hawaii is also a high cost producer, and for growers in Hawaii 
to be competitive on the world market, quarantine treatment and other handling costs need to be 
kept to a minimum. 

The location of the second facility at Honolulu International Airport will give our growers access 
to the widest range of mainland and foreign destinations with the shortest t h e  delays from field 
and treatment to market. 



Mr. Michael Kohn 
Page 2 

Further, other initiatives are underway that beg for a second irradiator for Hawaii located on the 
Island of Oahu, preferably at Honolulu International Airport. 

A major effort is underway to establish a new biosecurity system for the State of Hawaii. Hawaii 
has the dubious distinction of having more threatened and endangered species of any state in the 
union. Much of the environmental pressures that have resulted in the loss of biodiversity in 
Hawaii have been a result of the loss of native habitat to pest species. Some of these “pests” 
were intentional introductions; others arrived as hitch hiking pests, primarily on agricultural 
commodities as fresh h i t s  and vegetables, cut flowers and foliage plants, brought into the state 
to sustain the growth of our economy. 

The need to keep pests out of the state is a top priority of the state and its federal, county and 
private sector partners. Recognizing this, the State Civil Defense has just approved a $1 00,000 
grant to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture for preliminary planning and design for a joint 
use inspection facility at Honolulu International Airport for State Plant Quarantine, USDA, 
APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine, and for Homeland Security, Customs and Border 
Protection. The purpose of this joint inspection facility, which could be several acres under one 
roof, is to assure the most efficient and effective inspection of agricultural products entering 
Hawaii by three plant quarantine (one state and two federal) agencies. The joint inspection 
facility is also a pilot effort to test information sharing and collaboration across jurisdictional 
lines, a national priority of Federal Homeland Security. 

The joint use inspection facility for Hawaii is an important component of highly complex 
initiative to expand and make biosecurity orders of magnitude more effective and efficient in the 
state. To this end, the State Legislature doubled the staffing of State Plant Quarantine in FY 
2006; we anticipate the program will be again doubled in size and resources in FY 2007. A 
consequence of this effort to assure that we find and prevent the movement of pests into the state 
is the dilemma of the find and the need to destroy or send back to sender agricultural products 
that otherwise have high value and quality except for the presence of hitch hiking pests “not 
known to be present in the state”. The HDOA rejected 125 LD3 containers of fresh strawberries 
several years ago and continue to reject dozens of containers of strawberries and other 
commodities yearly as a result of pests of quarantine concern to Hawaii. These strawberries 
could have been treated in an irradiator at low doses that would have mitigated the pests risk at 
the same time extended the shelf life of the strawberries on market shelves. Hawaii is not in a 
position to regulate incoming produce as Japan or even California, based on a seemingly zero 
tolerance standard. Should Hawaii attempt to impose a zero tolerance standard, suppliers would 
most certainly choose to abandon the state. The expansion of state biosecurity to prevent entry 
of pests begs the need for post entry commodity treatment. Irradiation has the broadest 
application for post entry quarantine treatment and would be a critical component to assure the 
success of state and federal plant quarantine in Hawaii. 

The state recently funded (FY 2004) a $130,000 study to the University of Hawaii on the 
application of low dose irradiation for the treatment of cut flowers for pest control. Thousands 
of boxes of cut flowers and cut greens enter Hawaii each year for the florist trade, far more than 
can be visually inspected by inspectors. The treatment of flowers for pest control through an 



Mr. Michael Kohn 
Page 3 

irradiator at Honolulu International Airport is a viable alternative to visual inspection one box 
after another. 

In addition to the above, you are well aware that Hawaii is a major supplier of sterile fruit fly 
pupae for “preventative release” programs in California to prevent the Mediterranean fruit fly 
from becoming established in that state. The rearing facility in Hawaii is owned and operated by 
the California Department of Agriculture. CDFA would like to double the size of its existing 
fruit fly rearing facility and to possibly increase capacity to 400 + pupae per week. Two Husman 
Cesium. - 137 irradiators owned and operated by the USDA, APHIS, PPQ currently sterilizes the 
current production of the CDFA facility. Should CDFA expand its facility as planned, CDFA 
will need additional treatment capacity for the sterilization of the pupae on a timely basis. The 
Husman would take an estimated 16 hours of continued operation to sterilize 1,400 pounds of 
pupae per day and this is totally unacceptable. CDFA would have to build its own irradiator to 
meet its needs, or to contract out this service as an alternative. One option would be to ship the 
pupae to Keeau on the Island of Hawaii on a daily basis for the treatment. We understand CDFA 
as well as USDA would prefer to treat the pupae on Oahu to minimize delays and additional 
handling steps and to reduce the risk of mishaps in the handling of a highly fragile commodity 
that must be sterilized without room for error to avoid the release of fertile fruit flies on the U.S. 
mainland. 

All the above said, please be advised that a second commercial irradiator in Hawaii is in the 
interest of the diversified agriculture in Hawaii, the biosecurity of the State of Hawaii, and 
critically important infrastructure need for the fruit fly rearing program in Hawaii, and therein, 
has the strongest interest and support of this department. 

Sincerely, 

Lyle b Wong, uop Ph.D. 

Plant Industry Administrator 



P.O. Box 240877 

October 13, 2003 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96824-0877 

JAM Associates LLC 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96820 
Telephone 808 833 5252 P.0. B O X  3 1264 

Facsimile 808 833 4899 

As the most hiportant cargo gateway in Hawaii, it is fclt thal thc llonolulu Airport, 
the island ol‘0ahu and the state’s economy would benefit greatly fkom the 
construction and opcration of a coinmcrcial irradiator on Oahu. It is Felt that it would 
favorably impact the agriculture and transportation industries throughout the state and 
open up significant markets to Hawaii products tlx-oughout thc rcsl ofthc Unitcd 
States and the Pacific region. It would also be consistent with the State’s intent to 
divcrsify thc ccoiioiny by encouraging the lurther expansion of divcrsificd 
agriculture. 

Regards, 

TRANSPACIFIC ASSOCIATES, NC. 

David l’uttle 



% C@ 

PO. Box 30332 Honolulu, Hawaii 96820, U.S.A.. Phone (808) 834-1 54 I * Fax (898) 839-3636 

October 14,2003 

Mr. Michael Kohn 
JM Associates, LLC 
P.O.Box 3 1264 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820 

Dear Michael: 

I am glad to hear that you plan to build a commercial irradiator on the island of Oahu. As 
a twenty-year veteran of the agriculture and produce industry, T'm k l ly  aware that the 
farmers in the State of Hawaii will benefit greatly from a commercial irradiator. The 
irradiator on the Big Island has been proven to be a good example. The exportation of 
papayas, sweet potatoes, and other exotic fruits to the continental United States was 
almost impossible in the past, but thanks to irradiation technology, it is now a reality. 

A commercial irradiator built on Oahu would not only solve the problem of having to 
ship produce to and %om the Big lsland in order to utilize their irradiator, but also save 
time and reduce the costs of exporting our products to United States. Once there is an 
economic way to ship products to other markets, we can expect a lot of new crops will be 
grown in the State of Hawaii and benefit the entire state. 

1 hope this letter expresses my support for a commercial irradiator built on Oahu. Should 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 834-1 541. 

Sincerely yours, 

/& "y 
Tai Wang 
President 



I!O.Box 36,Kahuko, Hawaii 96731 
Telephone: 808 293.9450 

Facsimile: BOB 293-8263 
f mail: in~o~kahukubrand.com 

October 15, 2003 

JM Associates LLC 
PO Box 3 1264 
Honolulu, HI 96820 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

As farmers on the North Shore of Oahu, we are in support of building an irradiation facility in 
Honolulu. With the increase of  diversified agriculture in Hawaii, we 
are facing a market glut for commodity products. With a treatment facility, we will be able to 
diversifj, into alternative crops that are exportable to the global market. 

As papaya and mango growers, we see a problem of market saturation and i t  has become more 
difficult to continue growing these commodities as a viable business. It is necessary to seek “out 
of state” markets to continue sustaining our farming capabilities. 

Our farm currently grows 60 acres in papayas and 25 acres in mangoes. Average yields are: 2.5 
million Ibs per year for papayas and 100,000 lbs per year for mangoes. Our farm has the potential 
to expand to 1 SO acres of papayas. 

When we were independent contractors for Dole Foods, there were about 450 acres of papaya 
grown in the Waialua area. With the closure of the treatment facility, acreage is down to less than 
100 acres. 

Mango prices were dcpressed this year. Currently, about 125 acres are grown on Oahu and as 
orchards mature, over supply will further depress prices. 

Sustainable agriculture in Hawaii is at it’s crossroads, as diversified crops increase it i s  diffjcult 
to market our produce only in the islands. It i s  imminent that we find additional niarkels that are 
willing to purchase our fresh products at competitive market rates. 

Please let mc know if you have any questions. 
’Thank you for your help and support. 

Sincerely yours, 
fl 

Melvin K Matsuda 
President 

Vice President 



October 20,2003 

Pacific Management Resources 
KAlMUKl BUSINESS PLAZA 

3615 HARLXNG AVENUE 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96816 
USA, 

SUITE 408-409 

TEL. (808) 735-2602 
FAX. (t308) 734-2315 
EMAIL pacmarQpacmarinc.con1 

JM Associates LLC 
PO Box 31264 
Honolulu, HI 96820 

Re: Letter of Support for building a commercial food irradiator on Oahu. 

Diversified agriculture presents the opportunity for Hawaii’s farmers to keep the 
former sugar lands and other agricultural lands in economically viable proauction. 
Hawaii’s warm growing climate offers great opportunity for the growth and 
marketing of high-value, high-quality tropical and subtropical fruits, vegetables 
and herbs. The warm climate also presents obstacles to market expansion. In 
particular the infestation of agricultural pests places limitations on the shipping 
and marketing of Hawaii produce outside of Hawaii without the need for 
disinfestation. 

Irradiation technology exists that can provide Hawaii’s growers with an effective 
method for overcoming federal quarantine requirements. A commercial irradiator 
strategically located on Oahu, could serve growers from all islands by treating 
produce before air shipment from the Honolulu airport, Hawaii’s major hub 
servicing the mainland as well as many major cities overseas. 

Overcoming this impediment to the expansion of distant marketing and export of 
fresh Hawaii agricultural produce has the potential to further strengthen Hawaii’s 
diversification of the agricultural sector and economy overall. 

PacMar Inc. understands and appreciates the importance of a commercial 
irradiator and supports the idea of having a commercial irradiator on Oahu for the 
good of the state. 

Sincerely, 

Project Director 
PacMar Inc. 



P.O. Box 4671 Hilo HI 96720 
Phone: (808) 938-9871 

e-mail: PunaKinn@Hawaii.RR.com 

October 38,2003 

JM Associatcs, LLC 
PO Box 3 1264 
Honolulu HI 96830 

Mr. John Farias 
Mr. Michael Kohn 

Dear John and Michael: 

The Puna-Hawaii King Papaya Cooperative is organized to meet the challenges of 
growing and niarketing of Hawaii papayas in our Pist changing world. Our goal is to 
bcconie efficient in marketing our papayas direct from our fields. Based on our 
projection, our cooperative will have a combined production of about 15 million pounds 
in three years. Our expansion is geared toward supporting the irradiator with at least 5 
million pounds of papayas airnually. At present. our members have a combined acreage 
of about 1200 acres. The cooperative is also negotiating to lease another 800 acres. 

In this regard, we have decided to support the irradiation to be built on Oahu. Some of 
our members, including me, are presently doing business with Michael's Equipment 
Team Hawaii. 

We are ready for the next step. With our support, we are confident that you will pursue 
the goal of establishing an irradiator on Oahu to support growers like us to export our 
products to foreign countries that accept irradiation as quarantine treatment. 

The potential is great. We believe that another irradiator will fully tap the potential of 
esporting agricultural products from Hawaii to the rest of the world. 

Should you have m y  questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Vice President 

mailto:PunaKinn@Hawaii.RR.com


.IM ASSOCMX LLC' 
P 0 Box31264 
Honolulu. 111 96820 

T o  whom it n u y  conccrn, 

November 10,2003 

Cullman I~itcriiutio~ml 15 tlic laigcst dtsrriburor dpapaya worldwide. Uiitil k n o w  we have bccn sailing exclusivcly 
Ca11ma11 pupuys ftom Biazil Caliman Inicmniional distribtdcs a~ouiid 14 nullion pounds Ib of h i t s  to rile US and 15 
nullion Ib to Lurope 

Thcrc I> n Iieed ro find nddiooriil yourccs ofpapnyd io satisfy thc 
such l is ihc i jowoum Solo pnpayd would he J wclcome addltmn to be shipped to our large cusfomcr base in the us 

growtiig papaya market A dittcrent variety 

W c  i~nvc kliowir Michael Kobn kom Hawaii Fruit Compaiiy smcc 1331 aird vcspcc~ and Uust his knowledge of the 
papayti ~nctosrry F W  some 3 years Michael and I have talked 3h011\ \he possibilities af Calinlau liitcmationai 
n iarke lq  r i x ~ d i a i ~ i t  pnpayas from 1-lnwaii. Hnwcvri definite plans to nlarket i,sadistcd I-Iawaiian papayas wen 
I i i~~dcIecl by rlic fact ihnl rhe fuwc of [he only irradiator 111 Hawrn hnd been in doubl. 

I \  is our undci.stnniiin~ that an irradiator will bc build 011 the istend of Oahu with Lkr better pvomisc 10 bv 
tcoi~ot>llci\lly vioble rhan thc bcility on thc Big lslarrd Tliu location nt Honolulu ailport w ~ l l  also imkt it possible to 
directly Icach ail innior US cities. We bclievrt a vduinc nfwnie  I U niiilio~i pounds anoually to be diseibured ill tlrc 
lJS should be oblarnah~c within a few years. 

We sincmcly hope )our project will go tluotigh and look torward to the possibility to inarkct Hawaii papaya 

SIllcrl dY. .e- 

Caliman Zncetnationai 
North Americen Headquarters 

324 South University Drive - Plantation. FL 33324 USA 
Tel ( 1  ) 954-475-8808 . Fax 11) 954-475-8896 

www. calimanpupaya. corn 



From: Matthew Blevins 
To: Hawaiiexport@ aol.com 
Date: 08/29/2006 4:29:55 PM 
Subject: Re: (no subject) 

That would be fine. Please send to the attention of Jack Whitten as they are handling all the incoming 
documents. 

>>> cHawaiiexport @ aol.com> 08/29/2006 525 PM >>> 
Dear Matt, 

I have tried to send addition1 letters of support but the files seem to large to upload. 
If you like I can mail you copies. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Kohn 

cc: Roberto Torres 
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From: Matthew Blevins 
To: Roberto Torres 
Date: 08/29/2006 4:28:13 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Honolulu irradiator impacts 

For your files ... 

>>> <Hawaiiexport@ aol.com> 08/29/2006 4:33 PM >>> 
Dear Mathew Blevin, Martin and Russell Stein from Graystar Inc told me that you would like to get more 
information on the economic impact of an irradiator near Honolulu Airport. The information would be 
needed as part of the EA that you will conduct. I would like to start with those companies, agencies and 
individuals that have send letters of support explaining their interest in an irradiator.Many of these letters 
of support have come from farmers (amongst them the five largest independent growers in Hawaii), but 
also Hawaii shippers, produce wholesalers (including the largest in the State of Hawaii), the Chairman of 
Tropical and Soil Sciences (University of Hawaii), individuals employed in agriculture, the largest US 
importer and distributor of papayas, the Hawaii Fruit Fly Rearing Facility (owned by California Dept. of 
Food and Agriculture), the Hawaii Dept. of Agriculture and others. Some letters of support date back as 
far as 2003 when JM Associates of which I am 50% owner developed concepts to build an irradiator. In 
2005 when the time seemed right to build an irradiator Pa'ina Hawaii LLC was founded.Many letters were 
addressed to the Chairwomen of the Hawaii Dept. of Agriculture. The economic impacts are well stated in 
the letters of support. But they also state other impacts such as social and biological impacts. The mayor 
impacts can be categorized as fol1ows:treatment for exports treatment of imports treatment to keep 
invasive species out of Hawaii sterilization of fruit fly pupae to control fruit fly populations on the Mainland 
research tool Treatment for exportHawaii has a history of monopolization be it land, transportation, energy 
or phytosanitary treatment of agricultural products. The monopolization of treatment is not always a result 
of ill intention. The technology of heat treatment requires an integrated process of heating, culling, sorting, 
ripening, chilling and packing fruits all within one facility. The Big Island of Hawaii is the location of all four 

es in Hawaii (three heat and one electron beam irradiator). High shipping cost prevents 
growers on the remaining five islands to treat in these facilities. Sometimes, however treatment facilities 
are intentionally monopolized. Treatment becomes the gateway to the Mainland and Pacific Rim countries. 
Prices to the growers are subject to the local markets (and the very few markets permitting untreated fruits 
such as Canada) and not subject to markets where treated fruits are sold (Japan and Mainland).An 
irradiator strategically located near Honolulu Airport would allow all farmerdshippers on all islands to treat 
their product, including the Big Island. Honolulu Airport is the focal point of distribution within the island 
chain as well as the mayor distribution point to the Mainland and Pacific Rim countries. Inexpensive 
%€mback haul%€ freight rates make it possible to ship from the outer islands to Honolulu.lrradiation is 
superbly qualified to treat already packed produce and could be treated near Honolulu Airport &€eon the 
way out%€ to the Mainland. But what will prevent Pa'ina Hawaii from doing the same and monopolize 
its%GTM facility?The By-Laws of Pa'ina Hawaii explicitly state gemfair and equal access%€. On many 
occasions I have stated to the Government of Hawaii, the Hawaii Dept. of Agriculture, shippers and 
growers and both local newspapers that Pa'ina Hawaii will offer equal and fair access. The investors 
agree with that as most of them have no personal interest in exporting Hawaii ag products. Treatment of 
importsEspecially during peak import seasons such as Mother%€TMs Day or Valentine%BTMs Day it is 
impossible for the Hawaii Department of Agriculture to thoroughly inspect the massive amount of flowers 
imported. Instead of waiting for inspection it would be possible to irradiate the flowers and release them in 
lieu of inspections. The economic gain would be immediate release to the importers. The biological 
benefit would be that Hawaii would be protected from additional invasive species. Treatment to keep 
invasive species out of HawaiiThe Hawaii Dept. of Agriculture and the USDA conduct inspections of 
imports. Past studies indicate that a large numbers of unknown species enter Hawaii and pose a threat to 
the fragile ecology. When invasive species are found three options usually exist to importers.sending the 
product back to sender destruction treatment with methyl bromide Sending back to sender involves 
expensive freight cost and often decreases quality due to time delay.Destruction results in the total loss of 
the product. Furthermore there is a cost in properly destroying the product (e.9. 
freezing/thawing/freezing).The cost of methyl bromide treatment can be very high, especially if small 
quantities are fumigated. In many cases methyl bromide severely damages the product and lowers quality. 
Today most fumigation companies are reluctant to offer the service due to liability issues. If an irradiator is 



available the cost to treat for invasive species would be minimal. Only in a few cases would quality suffer 
(e.g. fatty avocados). In many cases the quality would be improved (triple shelf life for strawberries) 
Sterilization of fruit fly pupae to control fruit fly populations on the Mainland and specifically in 
CaliforniaCalifornia2€TMs massive agriculture industry depends on controlling fruit flies. They are very 
destructive by stinging and laying eggs inside a fruit. Fruit flies are also the main reason why Hawaii can 
not freely ship to the Mainland or most Pacific Rim countries. Should California loose control over fruit fly 
outbreaks Japan, Korea, China as well as all southern US States would bar California from 
shipping.Currently, CDFA (California Dept of Food and Agriculture) produces 22 million pupae every day. 
CDFA has plans to triple their current production. However, the USDA owned Housman irradiators lack 
the capacity to sterilize the pupae in the required time. They would either need to reload them with 
Cesium or use Pa'ina Hawaii2BTMs irradiator. Research toolPa'ina Hawaii LLC founded and wholly owns 
Pacific Agriculture Research Company LLC to conduct research to help Hawaii agriculture. However, the 
University of Hawaii until recently operated also a category Ill irradiator for their research needs. The 
irradiator is now dismantled. The University has expressed interest to use our facility and we will make it 
available to them as well as any other entity in Hawaii. Other applicationsln addition to the benefits listed 
above there are also other applications providing benefits to Hawaii. Although Paina2BTMs focus is not 
food safety it would be easy to irradiate meat, chicken, seafood and agriculture products to make them 
safer to eat. In fact the CDC and the USDA have stated these benefits and promote the use of 
irradiation.Another benefit would be import substitution. Hawaii has very favorable condition to grow 
products for its own population as well as overseas markets. Unfortunately these overseas markets are 
highly restricted or monopolized. Surplus production can not be sold often leading to a price collapse. 
Irradiation is not a product specific treatment form like heat treatment for papayas. With the exception of a 
few products high in fat or oils irradiation is the only universal treatment with no negative side effects. 
Although Pa'ina2BTMs irradiator is not set up for high dose treatment it could given enough exposure time 
treat just about any product should the need arise. To quantify in detail all the economic benefits would 
require a large analysis. I am not able to do that. However, a comparison of papaya consumption in 
Canada which does not require treatment and papaya consumption in the US, which does require 
treatment clearly shows the difference between a monopolized market vs an competitive market. In 2003 
Canada received some 3.5 Million Ib of Hawaii papayas (almost all to Vancouver), not including shipments 
via the West Coast. The US Mainland received 11 million Ibs. Canada had a population of some 30 
million while the US some 285 million. The per capita consumption in Canada was some .12 Ib of Hawaii 
papaya annually while the US consumed only some .04 Ib annually. Canadians therefore consume 3 
times as many Hawaii papayas despite more expensive and limited availability of airspace. In fact wide 
body cargo service to Vancouver and Toronto is only offered by Air Canada. In comparison the Mainland 
is serviced by most major US airlines and can be reached by ocean transport within 5 days. The 
competitive environment keeps airfreight rates down while Air Canada charges a premium. At times Air 
Canada refuses to take papayas due to limited space and better rates on connecting flights from Australia 
and New Zealand. The reason for a much higher per capita consumption by Canadians lies in the 
competitive market. The US Mainland is mainly supplied by the three companies that own all four 
treatment facilities. Canada has no restrictions and many shippers and even farmers ship to Vancouver 
creating a very price competitive environment. I hope the information provided gives you a good 
foundation of the impact Pa'ina2€TMs irradiator will have for Hawaii. Pis let me know how I can help 
further. Sincerely, Michael KohnPresidentPa'ina Hawaii LLC 



Mail Envelope Properties 

Subject: Fwd: Honolulu irradiator impacts 
Creation Date 08/29/2006 4:24:26 PM 
From: Matthew Blevins 

(44F4B08A.C25 : 2 : 11446) 

Created By: MXB 6 Onrc. gov 

Recipients 
nrc . gov 

ARL-PO. ARL-DO 
RJT (Roberto Torres) 

Post Office 
ARL-PO.ARLD0 

Files Size 
E S S A G E  10904 
TEXT.htm 22 154 
Letter of support Hawaii Dept of Agriculture.ZIP 
PM 

Options 
Expiration Date: None 
Priority: Standard 
Reply Requested : No 
Return Notification: None 

Concealed Subject: No 
Security: Standard 

Junk Mail Handling Evaluation Results 
Message is not eligible for Junk Mail handling 
Message is from an internal sender 

Route 
nrc.gov 

Date & Time 
08/29/2006 4:24:26 PM 

1714623 08/29/2006 5:23:44 

Junk Mail settings when this message was delivered 
Junk Mail handling disabled by User 
Junk List is not enabled 
Junk Mail using personal address books is not enabled 
Block List is not enabled 


