
November 2, 2006

David Lochbaum, Director 
Nuclear Safety Project
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street NW., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Lochbaum:

This letter responds to the petition filed by the Union of Concerned Scientists and numerous
other organizations and individuals with Mr. Luis Reyes, Executive Director for Operations at
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) pursuant to Section 2.206 of Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR 2.206) on January 25, 2006.  In the petition, you
requested that the NRC issue Demands for Information (DFIs) to research, test, and power
reactors to obtain responses to specific questions regarding leaks or potential leaks of
radioactively contaminated water into the ground.

By teleconference on April 5, 2006, you discussed the petition with the NRC’s Petition Review
Board.  This teleconference was transcribed and the transcript was treated as a supplement to
the petition. 

The NRC staff sent a copy of the proposed Director’s Decision to you and to the Nuclear
Energy Institute (NEI) for comment by letters dated June 28, 2006.  You provided comments in
a letter dated July 20, 2006.  These comments are addressed in the Director’s Decision
enclosed with this letter.  The comments did not change the conclusion of my proposed
Director’s Decision.  The staff agrees that radioactive liquid which leaks into the ground
undetected on a plant site, should be identified and addressed by licensees before quantities of
radioactive material migrate offsite that may result in public radiation dose limits being
exceeded.  The staff disagrees that a Demand for Information (DFI) is the proper vehicle to
achieve this goal.  As discussed in the enclosure, although there have been a number of events
where significant quantities of radioactive liquids were released to the ground in an
unmonitored, unplanned manner, none of the events resulted in public radiation dose limits
being exceeded because of the negligible health effects of the isotopes at the quantities and
concentrations released.  The staff has concluded that the safety significance of the issue does
not warrant a DFI.

The NRC staff has received a substantial amount of the information requested by the Petition
from commercial nuclear power reactors and has made that information publicly available.  This
information was submitted to the NRC by licensees as answers to a questionnaire, which is part
of an industry initiative.  

NRC-licensed research and test reactors (RTRs) pose a minimal risk for a significant release of
contaminated liquid effluents considering the low inventory of radioactive materials and the
current requirements, which together provide reasonable assurance that potential leaks of
radioactively contaminated water into the ground will not result in public radiation dose limits
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being exceeded.  The NRC staff concludes that no additional information from the RTR
licensees is required to protect public health and safety.  

Accordingly, your Petition is granted in part and denied in part.  Your request that NRC collect
certain information from commercial nuclear power reactors by means of a DFI is granted in
part and denied in part.  Your request that NRC collect certain information from RTRs by
issuing a DFI is denied.     

A copy of the Director’s Decision (DD-06-03) will be filed with the Secretary of the Commission
for the Commission to review in accordance with 10 CFR 2.206(c).  As provided for by this
regulation, the decision will constitute the final action of the Commission 25 days after the date
of the decision unless the Commission, on its own motion, institutes a review of the decision
within that time.  The documents cited in the enclosed decision are available at the
Commission’s Public Document Room, located at One White Flint North, Public File
Area O1 F21, 11555 Rockville Pike (first floor), Rockville, Maryland, or electronically from the
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) Public Electronic Reading
Room on the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  

I have also enclosed a copy of the “Notice of Issuance of Director’s Decision Under
10 CFR 2.206” that has been filed with the Office of the Federal Register for publication.
 
Please feel free to contact Mr. Jon Hopkins, Petition Manager, at 301-415-3027 to discuss any
questions related to this petition.

Sincerely,

/RA/

J. E. Dyer, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:  1. Director’s Decision 06-03
         2. Federal Register Notice
         3. Memorandum on Petitioner Comments  

cc w/encls:  See next page
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2.206 Petition Dated January 25, 2006, as supplemented on February 2 and April 26, 2006

cc:

Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility
PO Box 1328
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Frieda Berryhill
2610 Grendan Avenue
Wilmington, DE 19802

Jon Block
Attorney at Law
94 Main Street
P.O. Box 566
Putney, VT 05346-0566

Lou Zeller
Nuclear Campaign Coordinator
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League
PO Box 88
Glendale Springs, NC 28629

Jeffrey Brown
22 Mary Ann Drive
Brick, NJ 08723

Deb Katz
Citizens Awareness Network
Box 83
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

Norm Cohen
Executive Director
Coalition for Peace and Justice
321 Barr Avenue
Linwood, NJ 08221

Matt Baker
Executive Director
Environment Colorado
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 100
Denver, CO 80202

Holly Binns
Field Director
Florida Public Interest Research Group
26 E. Park Ave.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Glenn Carroll
Coordinator
Georgians Against Nuclear Energy 
PO Box 8574
Atlanta, GA 31106

Sidney Goodman
158 Grandview Lane
Mahwah, NJ 07430

Alan Muller
Executive Director
Green Delaware
Box 69
Port Penn, DE 19731

Ms. N. Kymn Harvin, Ph.D.
165 Edgewood Road
Watchung, NJ 07069

Suzanne Leta
Advocate
New Jersey Public Interest Research Group
11 N. Willow Street
Trenton, NJ 08608

Jim Warren
Executive Director
North Carolina Waste Awareness &
  Reduction Network
PO Box 61051
Durham, NC 27715-1051

Dave Kraft
Director
Nuclear Energy Information Service
PO Box 1637
Evanston, IL 60204-1637

Paul Gunter
Director, Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information and Resource Service
1424 16th Street NW, #404
Washington, DC 20036
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cc:

David Masur
Director
PennEnvironment
1334 Walnut Street, 6th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Mary Lampert
Pilgrim Watch
148 Washington Street
Duxbury, MA 02332

Dolores C. Pino, Esq.
7200 Wilson Terrace
Morton Grove, IL 60053-1142

Michele Boyd
Legislative Director, Energy Program
Public Citizen
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Mike Shriberg, Ph.D.
Director
Public Interest Group in Michigan
103 E. Liberty Street, Suite 202
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Lisa Rainwater van Suntum
Indian Point Campaign Director
Riverkeeper, Inc.
828 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Jane Swanson
Spokesperson and Member
Board of Directors
San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace
P.O. Box 164
Pismo Beach, CA 93448

Luke Metzger
Advocate
Texas Public Interest Research Group
700 West Avenue
Austin,  TX 78701

Eric Epstein
Chairman
TMI Alert
4100 Hillsdale Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Norm Cohen
Executive Director
UNPLUG Salem Campaign
321 Barr Avenue
Linwood, NJ 08221

Sandra Gavutis
Executive Director
C-10 Foundation
Newburyport, MA 01950

Nancy Burton
Connecticut Coalition Against Millstone
147 Cross Highway
Redding Ridge, CT 06876

James P. Riccio
Nuclear Policy Analyst
Greenpeace
702 H Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001

Ralph Andersen
Chief Health Physicist 
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Sean Bushart
Electric Power Research Institute 
3420 Hillview Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94304 
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