
May 29, 1991

Honorable David L. Boren
United States Senator
409 South Boston
Suite 1820
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103

Dear Senator Boren:

.This is in response to the United States Environmental Protection Agency's
(EPA's) letter of April 12, 1991, which wa!. referred to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) a letter to you from Mrs. "" . (enclosure 1). Mrs.

;expresses concern about the Sequoyah Fuels Corporation (SFC) facility in
Gore, Oklahoma and also about statements made by an NRC employee, Mr. Gilliland.

Regarding the safety at the Sequoyah facility, NRC is closely monitoring the
SFC management's efforts to deal with the problems identified at the Gore
facility. We intend to ensure that regulatory requirements -are met and public
health and safety is protected. With regard to Mrs.' concerns about EPA '_
responsiveness, a team from EPA Region 6 and the Oklihoma State Department of
Health visited the SFC facility during the week of May 13, 1991, and will be
addressing hazardous waste and other issues that may come under their juris-
diction. The NRC will continue to work closely with other agencies as necessary
to ensure that matters affecting the safety and health of the public are
properly addressed.

Mrs. - apparently misunderstood Mr. Gilliland's statements to the Muskogee
Phoenix regarding SFC's "lack of sensitivity" to the significance of the
Zcontamination. Please be assured that Mr. Gilliland's comments were directedtowards the performance of plant management in interpreting the significance
of the event and were not intended to denigrate or stereotype any individual.

.We hope this is responsive to Mrs. concerns.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By-
James M,. Taylar

James M. Taylor
Executive Director
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The Honorable David L. Boren -2-

With regard to Mrs.. -. concerns about EPA responsiveness, a team from EPA
Region 6 and the Oklahoma State Department of Health visited the SFC facility
during the week of May 13, 1991, and will be addressing hazardous'waste and
other issues that may come under their jurisdiction. The NRC will continue to
work closely with other agencies as necessary to ensure that/matters affecting
the safety and health of the public are properly addressed.

We hope that you and Mrs. Jfind this letter responsIve to her concerns.
If you require additional information, please let us ý5now.

for Operations

Enclosure: As stated

Distribution:
J. H. Snie-zek, DEDR
H. L. Thompson, DEDS
R. M. Bernero, NMSS
J. L. Blaha, OEDO
D. Rathbun, OCA
A. B. Beach, D/DRSS
L. A. Yandell, DD/DRSS
EDO Control 6457
EDO r/f
RDMartin
GMVasquez CA
RIV File
DRSS File 5/ /91
SECY-91-0385

RIV:NMLS DD:DRSS D:DRSS RA EDO
GMVasquez/ch / LAYandell ABBeach RDMartin JTaylor

/ /91 I /91 / /91 5/21/91 5/ /91

//


