
December 2, 2006

Ms. Michele Donato 
106 Grand Central Avenue
P.O. Box 145
Lavallette, NJ 08735-0145

Dear Ms. Donato:

I am responding to your letter of July 20, 2005, in which you submitted a petition for rulemaking
on behalf of Mayor Joseph Scarpelli of Brick Township, New Jersey.  The petition, docketed as
PRM-54-03, requests that the NRC amend its license renewal regulations in Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 54.  You requested that the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) amend its regulations to provide that the agency renew a license only if the
plant operator demonstrates that the plant meets all criteria and requirements that would apply
if it were proposing the plant de novo for initial construction.  You assert that amendments are
necessary because you believe the process and criteria established in the Commission’s
license renewal regulations are seriously flawed and should consider such critical plant-specific
factors such as demographics, siting, emergency evacuation, and site security.  

The Commission has analyzed and addressed the substance of your issues on numerous
occasions over the last several decades.  Neither the petition nor the comments raise any new
issue, nor provide any tangible reason why the careful formulation of the scope of license
renewal should be addressed once again.  Other procedural mechanisms are available to the
public to raise concerns related to the current operations of nuclear power plants.  An interested
party could, for instance, file a request pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206, requesting that the NRC take
action to institute a proceeding, pursuant to 10 CFR 2.202 to modify, suspend or revoke a
license, or for any other action as may be proper.  Furthermore, any interested person may
report a safety or security concern, or allegation to the NRC at anytime.  The Commission’s
regulations also provide for numerous other opportunities for interested parties to become
involved in licensing actions, license renewal, and rulemaking proceedings. 

To conclude, the NRC is denying the petition because it raises issues that the Commission
already considered at length in developing the license renewal rule; issues that are managed by
the on-going regulatory process or under other regulations or are beyond the Commission’s
regulatory authority.  You did not present any new information that would contradict positions
taken by the Commission when the regulation was established or demonstrate that sufficient
reason exists to modify the current regulations.
 

Sincerely,

 /RA/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director 
    for Operations

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice of Denial of 
Petition for Rulemaking
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