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Docket No. 30-20934 L icense No. 37-23341-01 

Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 
Department o f  Env i ronmenta l  Resources 
ATTN: M r .  Thomas Gerusky 

P.O.  Box 2063 
H a r r i s b u r g ,  Pennsylvania 17120 

D i r e c t o r ,  Bureau o f  R a d i a t i o n  P r o t e c t i o n  

Dear M r .  Gerusky: 

Sub jec t :  I n t e r s t a t e  Nuc lear  Se rv i ces  Corpo ra t i on  and t h e  Royers fo rd  Waste 
Water Treatment  F a c i l i t y  

On May 1, 1991, M. M i l l e r  of t h e  Region I A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  s t a f f  and I m e t  w i t h  
you and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Pennsylvania Department o f  Envi ronmenta l  
Resources (DER) a t  t h e  DER o f f i c e  i n  H a r r i s b u r g ,  Pennsylvania.  
d iscussed d u r i n g  t h i s  meet ing was t h e  con tamina t ion  o f  Royers fo rd  Waste Water 
Treatment Fac i  1 i t y  (RWTF) s ludge w i t h  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  s d i  scharged by t h e  
I n t e r s t a t e  Nuc lear  Se rv i ces  Corpo ra t i on  ( I N S )  l a u n d r y .  
l i c e n s e d  by t h e  Nuclear  Regu la to ry  Commission (NRC)  t o  l aunder  r a d i o a c t i v e l y  
contaminated c l o t h i n g  and o t h e r  i t ems  a t  i t s  f a c i l i t y  i n  Royers fo rd ,  
Pennsylvania.  As a r e s u l t  o f  these opera t i ons ,  t h e  f a c i l i t y  d ischarges  water  
c o n t a i n i n g  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  i n t o  t h e  Royers fo rd  s a n i t a r y  sewer system. 
o f  t h i s  waste ,water  has r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  accumula t ion  o f  s ludge c o n t a i n i n g  
r a d i o a c t i v i t y  a t  RWTF. 
t h i s  m a t t e r .  
i n  a l a n d f i l l .  

One s u b j e c t  

As you know, I N S  i s  

Process ing  

You asked t h a t  I rev iew t h e  NRC p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
We con t inue  t o  have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  RWTF s ludge 

Our i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  I N S  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  
re leased  f rom i t s  Royers fo rd  f a c i l i t y  t o  t h e  s a n i t a r y  sewer has been, and 
con t inues  t o  be, w i t h i n  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  NRC r e g u l a t o r y  l i m i t s .  We have p r o v i d e d  
y o u r  o f f i c e  w i t h  cop ies  o f  a r e p o r t  p repared by an NRC c o n t r a c t o r ,  Oak Ridge 
Assoc ia ted  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  which concluded t h a t  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  doses r e s u l t i n g  
f rom t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  RWTF s ludge t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  were smal l  ( l e s s  
than 4 m i l l i r e m  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  max imal ly  exposed i n d i v i d u a l ) .  The RWTF has 
been u s i n g  a l a n d f i l l  f o r  d i sposa l  o f  t h e  s ludge s i n c e  1988. As s t a t e d  i n  ou r  
l e t t e r  da ted  October  25, 1988, we a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  complete a s i m i l a r  a n a l y s i s  
f o r  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  s ludge i n  t h e  l a n d f i l l  i f  t h e  necessary d a t a  i s  p rov ided .  
Based on our  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  impact  o f  d i s p o s a l  i n  t h e  l a n d f i l l  would be s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  spreading and our  unders tand ing  t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth a l s o  
b e l i e v e d  d i s p o s a l  i n  t h e  l a n d f i l l  was o f  low impact  (because t h e y  d i d  n o t  
p reven t  it), we have n o t  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h i s  means o f  d i s p o s a l .  

The NRC has n o t  e x e r c i s e d  any r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
possess ion and subsequent d i s p o s a l  o f  t h i s  s ludge by t h e  RWTF i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and 
does n o t  p l a n  t o  e x e r c i s e  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h i s  t ime .  
begun t o  use a new method o f  dewater ing  t h e  s ludge,  i n v o l v i n g  reed  beds t o  
min imize  t h e  volume o f  sludge, we a re  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  use o f  t h e  reed  beds t o  
de termine whether  a c t i o n  by NRC i s  necessary. 

S ince RWTF has 
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Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 2 

We would a l s o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  s i n c e  Pennsylvania i s  n o t  an Agreement S t a t e ,  we 
have n o t  r e l i n q u i s h e d  a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h i s  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  
Commonwealth. 
m a t e r i a l  and has concluded such a c t i o n  i s  n o t  necessary a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I hope t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  NRC p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  
t h e  RWTF sludge i s  h e l p f u l .  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  (215-337-5252). 

NRC has t h e  o p t i o n  t o  impose r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r a d i o a c t i v e  

Please c o n t a c t  J .  Kinneman o f  my s t a f f  i f  you need 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

(SIGNED) MALCOLM R. KNAPP 

Malcolm R. Knapp, D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  R a d i a t i o n  S a f e t y  

and Safeguards 

cc : 
Borough o f  Royers fo rd  
ATTN: Robert  Umstead 

300 Main S t r e e t  
Royersford,  Pennsylvania 19468 

Borough Manager 

I n t e r s t a t e  Nuclear  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  
ATTN: M. Bovino 

295 Packer S t r e e t  
P.O. Box 51957 
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Massachusetts 01151 

Manager, Corporate H e a l t h  Phys i cs  

I n t e r s t a t e  Nuclear  Serv 
ATTN: H. Barnes 

N o r t h  T h i r d  Avenue 
Royersford,  Pennsylvani  

Manager 

ces Corpo ra t  

19468 

Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 
Department o f  Environmental  Resources 
ATTN: D r .  I v n a  Shanbaky 
1875 New Hope S t r e e t  
Nor r i s town ,  Pennsylvania 19401 

Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 
Department o f  Environmental  Resources 
Department o f  R a d i a t i o n  P r o t e c t i o n  
ATTN: Margaret  R e i l l y  
P.O.  Box 2063 
H a r r i s b u r g ,  Pennsylvania 17120 

on 
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Commonwealth o f  Pennsylvania 3 MAY 0 9 w1 

cc: 
Pub1 i c Document Room (PDR) 
Nuc lear  S a f e t y  I n f o r m a t i o n  Center  ( N S I C )  

bcc : 
Region I Docket Room (w/concurrences) 
R. Cunningham, NMSS 
J .  Glenn, NMSS 
M. M i l l e r ,  R I  
J .  Kinneman, R I  
F. C o s t e l l o ,  R I  
J .  Joyner ,  R I  
B. U l l r i c h ,  R I  

Iyn 
Knapp Glenn e'/ B e l l a  y 
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