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Stgtement of Policy en Conduct of
Ucensing Proceedings
1.Background
The Commission has reviewed the
docket of the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board Panel (ASLBP) and the
current status of proceedings before its
Individual boards. In a series of public
meetings, the Commission has examined
at length all major elements in Its
licensing procedure. It Is clear that a
number of difficult problems face the
agency as It endeavors to meet Its
responsibilities in the licenains area.
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licenses. If these roceedin. anre ant
concluded prior to the comphtin cl
construction, the cost of sunh delay
could reach billions of dollarm. The
Commission will :eek to avoid or reduce
such de!ay-s whenever measures are
available that do not compromise the
Commissie's ,funtazntal commitment
to a fair and thorough hearing proces3.
Therefore. the Cnomlmion Is issuing
this policy statement on the need for the
balanced and effientt conduct of all
phases of the hearing process. The
Commission appreciates the many
fdifficudtee fac.d by its bords in
conducting these contentf'ou2 and
complex proceedings. By and large, the
boards have performed very well. This
document Is intended to deal with
problems not primarily of the boards'
own making. However. the boards wilg
play an l:oporta.t role in resolving sucidifficulties.
Individual adjudicatory boards a•r
encouraged to expedite the hearing
process by uaing tOse mana-gemani
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the Commlssion's Rusl.s a4
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Fairness to aR Involved in NRCS
adjudicatory'procedurea requires that
every participant fulfill the obligations
Imposed by and In accordehe with
applicable law and Commission
regulatrons. While a board should
endeavor to conduct the proceeding in a
maenr that takes account of the special
circumstances faced by any participant.
the fact that a party may have personal
or other obligations or pomoas fewer
resources them others to devote to the
proceeding does not relieve that party of
Its hearing oblitlon. When a
participant falls to meet Its obligations.
a board should consider the imposition
of sanctions against the offending party.
A spectrm of anctions from minor to
severe Is available to the bbarda to
assist In the management of .
proceedings. For example, the boards
could warn the offending party that such
conduct will not be tolerated in the
future. rdeue to consider a tilin by 'be
offending pa.,ty, deny the right to crossexamine or present evidence. dismiss
one or zore of the party's contentions,
impose appropriate sanction on
counsel for a party. or in severe cases,
dismiss the party fromn thie preeding.
in selecting a sanction. boards should
consider the relative Importance of the
unmet obliimLi lie potential for harm
to other parties or the orderly conduct of
the proce-edibg whether lIt occurrenc
Is an isolated incident or a part of a
pattern or behlvior. the Importance of
the safety or environmental conce-ns
raised by the perty, and all of the
cIrcmnstances. Boards should attempt to
taller Saoe to mitigate the harm
caused by the failnm c a party tof.lfl
Its obligeations and bring aboult Imprv.d
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A. Tim
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The Commission expects Uliaemis
boards tz a-- -Anadhee toreassnableschedules for proceedings. The EBoa,-rd
are advised to a~tisfyJ themaelsee, that
the 10 CFR 2-711 "good cau-a" .Leadad
for adjusting times fixed-y the Board or
prescribed by Part 2 has actually been
met before granting arr eatensicm of
ti~na Requs at for an extenalon of time.
sho-d'generally be In writing and
should be received by the Board well
before the time specified expires.
B. ConsolidatedfrlerrvcnIn accordance with 10 CTR Z.Sn.
Interv-nor: should be consolidated mid
a lead InLervenmr designated who haz
"Dubutantially the a-me Interest that
may be affected by the proceeding ard
who ralefas] euhbtantlally the oame
questions...
Obviously, no
consolidation should be ordered th-t
would prejudice the rights of any
lnt-rr=qnr.
Hovieuer. con-narmnt wih'that
conadit•o single, lead Intervenors
should be designated to pre smt
evidence, to conduct croa.-exainfation,
to submit briefs, and to propoase findings
of fact. conclusions of law, and
argumenL Where such consolidation has
taken place, those functions should not
be performed by other Intervenors
except upon a showing of prejudice to
such other intervenors' Interes t or upon
a showing to the saiisfantton of the
board that the record would otherwise
be incomplete.
C Negotfation •
The partfez should be encouraged to
negotiate at all times prior to and during
the bearing to reidve contentions, settle
procedural disputes, and better define
lsauesh Negotiations should be
monitored by the board through written
reaorts
prehe-ing conferences. and
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Al or any combination of these
devices should be required at the
discreti6n of the board to expedita the
orderly presentation by each party of its
case. The Commission believes that
=-vis-examination plans, which are to
be submitted to the board alone, would
be ofbene'jt in most proceedinVs. Each
board T decld which device or
devicis would be most froitful in
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be decided, the numberof such Issues,
anmd t.e-sbz of thereeord compiled.
These factora bear oa. the length of tims
It will take the board to Issue Initiat
decisions. The-Ciomoloion expectz that
•decisions not only vwill•continue to be
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IV. Concuis"
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comptleopamtlng licnse' prceedings.
couductacd-n a thoough.anctals
mnner befoe the- end of conntseti•.
As wahamm =teda that pirocs, hem not.
In dhe past. eatended.bayond.camp]ation
of plant construction. Because o! the
considerable time that the staff ec, to

spend on develophr'sand caryingout
safety Improuietento atopa•rting
reactors durinzg.19V-.98, In the vwake
of the Three:Mile-Island accdent, this
historical sltua.ti l.ba" been.diez*n
Tareestabli•1 itork rlia:ie basis
requires chagese in the e-aay reukw
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-.A- a Eal ma4t1 them
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bear the burden of issues that ours do
now. Improvement on this score
depends on more complete agency
review and decision at the construction
permit stage. That In turn depends. on a
change in industrial practice: submittal
of a more nearly complete design by the
applicant at the construction permit
stage. With this change operating
license reviews and public proceedings
could be limited essentially to whether
the facility In question was constructed
in accordance with the detailed design
approved for construction'and whether
significant developments after the date
of the construction permit required
modifications Id the plant.
Dated at Washington. D.C. thI. 20th day of
May 1981.

For the Commission.
Samuol J.Chilk..

Secretory of the Commissibn.
46 FR 47906
Published 9/30/81

Statement of Policy on Issuance of
Uncontested Fuel Loading and Low
Power Testing Operating Licenses
AcGncY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
ACTION: Statement of Policy.

In October 1979 the
Commission suspended its policy that
permitted the issuance of nuclear power
reactor construction permits and
operating licenses by the staff in
uncontested cases and directed that no
such permits or licenses could be issued
except upon prior review by the
Commission itself. 44 FR 58559 (October
10, 1979). In the past months, the
SUMIMARY.
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Commission has revised those
procedures in a way designed to
improve the licensing process. 46 FR
28627 (May 28,1081). In this Issue of the
Federal Register, the Commission is
publishing final rules which retain to the
Commission itself the decision of
,.vhether or not an applicant will be
w
granted authority for commercial
operation, i.e:., full power operation.
These final rules will permit fuel loading
and low power (up to 5 percent of rated
power) testing to be authorized by the
Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
after a favorable decision by a Licensing
Board in a contested case. This
Statement announces the Commission's
intention that In future uncontested
cases full power operation will be
authorized by the Commission.
However, In such cases, the Director
shall authorize fuel loading and low
power testing without the need to obtain
prior Commission approval.
Dated at Washington, D.C. this 24th day of
September. 1981.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Samuel J.Chilk.
Secretory of the Commission.
49 FR 36032
Published 9/13/84

Statement of Policy; Investigations,
Inspections, and Adjudicatory
Proceedings
On August 5,1983, the Commission set
forth Interim procedures for handling
conflicts between the NRC's
responsibility to disclose Information to
adjudicatory.boards and parties. and the
NRC's need to protect investigative
material from premature public
disclosure. "Statement of PolicyInvestigations and Adjudicatory
Proceedings." 48 FR 36358 (August 10.

1983).
Those interim procedures called for
the NRC staff or Office of Investigations
(01), when it felt disclosure of
Information to an adjudicatory board
* wee required but that unrestricted
disclosure could comkromlse an
Inspection or Investigation, to present
the information and its concerns about
disclosure to the board in camera.
without disclosure of the substance of
the information to the other parties. A
board decision to disclose the
Inforratlion to the parties was
appealable to the Commission, and the
board was not to order disclosure until
the Commission addressed the matter.
That Statement of Policy was to
remain In effect until the. Commission
received and took action on the
recommendations of an internal NRC
task force established to develop
guidelines for reconciling these conflicts
In Individual cases. The Commission in
that Statement also requestedpublic
comments on the propriety and
desirability of earportein camera
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presentation of information to - board,
and sue-estionw for any bettea
alternatives.
The Task Force submitted its report to
the Commission on December 30, 1983.
A copy of that report will be placed In
the Commisaion's Public Document
Room. The Tank Force approved the
principles discussed in the
Comnmnisslon's earlier Statement of
Policy, and made several
recommendations intended to define
specifically the responsibilities of the
boards, the staff. and O1 in presenting
disclosure issues for resolution.
The Task Force recommended that the
final Policy Statement explain that full
disclosure of material information to
adjudicatory boards and the parties is
the general rule, but that some conflicts
between the duty to disclose end the
need to protect information will be
inevitable. The Task Force further
recommended that issues regarding
disclosure to the parties be Initially
determined by the adjudicatory boards
with provision for expedited appellate
review, and that procedures for the
resolution of such conflicts be
established by rule. Finally, the Task
Force suggested that existing board
notification procedures should remain
unaffected by the Policy Statement. and
that those procedures and Commission
guidelines for disclosure of information
concerning investigations and
Inspections should apply to all NRC
offices. Those recommendations have
been Incorporated in this Statement.
In addition, two comments were
submitted by members of the public.
One commenter stated that the
withholding of information from public
disclosure should be confined to the
minimum essential to avoid
compromising enforcement actions, and
that appropriate representatives of each
party should be allowed to participate
under suitable protective orders in any
in camera proceeding except in the most
exceptional cases.
The other commenter maintained that
an in camerapresentation to the board
with only one party present is
undesirable and violates the expcrfe
rule. That commenter suggested an
alternative of having the attorneys or
authorized representatives of parties
who have signed a protective agreement
present at any in camera presentation,
with appropriate sanctions for violating
the protective agreement.
The Commission, after considering
these comments and the report of the
Task Force, has decided that it would be
appropriate, in order to better esxplain
the Commis3ion's policy in this area, to
'I•Fil, cmmentn abo Includ2d su-pitJcan
r-z-ar&L-, matter3 breond'tha scope of tfia PFollc
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provide the following explanation of the
conflict between the duty to disclose
fnvestigation or inspection Information
lo the boards end pertles and the need
Io protect that information:
All parties in NRC adjudicatory
proceedings. Including the NRC staff,
*nave a dutý to disclose to the board3
"nd ctdiparties all new information
they acquire which Is considered
material and relevant to any issue in
controversy In the proceeding. Such
discloaure is required to allow full
resolution of all Issues in the proceeding.
The Commission expects all NRC offices
to utilize procedures which will assure
prom pt and s p.opriate action to fulfill
thf responsibility.
However, the Commission recogn.ies
that there may be conflicts between this
responsibility to provide the boards and
parties with Information and an
investigating or Inspecting ofice's need
to avoid public disclosure for either or
both of two reasons: (1) To avoid
compromising an ongoing investigation
or inspection: and (2) to protect
confidential sources. The importance of
protecting information for either of these
reasons can In appropriate
circumstances be as great as the
importance of disclosing the information
to the boards and parties.
With regard to the rst reason.
aroiding compromise of an Investigation
or inspection, It is Important to informed
licensing decisions that NRC inspections
and investigations are conducted so that
all relevant Information is gathered for
appropriate evaluation. Release of
investigative material to the subject of
an investigation before the completion
of the investigation could adversely
affect the NRC's ability to complete that
investigation fully and adequately. The.
subject, upon diocoving what evidence
the NRC had already acquired and the
direction being taken by the NRC
investigation, might attempt to alter or
limit the direction or the nature or

availability of further statements or
evidence. and prevent NRC from
learning the facts. The failure to
ascertain all relevant facts could itself
result in the NIRC making an uninformed
licensing decision. However. the need to
protect information developed in
Investigations or inspections usually
ends once the investigation or
inspection la completed and evaluated
for possible enforcement action.
The second reason for not disclosing
investigative material--to protect
confidential sources--has a different
basis. Individual3 sometimes present
safety conc=rns to the NRC only after
being assured that their individual
Identity will be kept confidential. Thi3
desire for confidentially may ariae for a
number of reasons, including the
possibility of harassment end
retaliation. Confidential sources are a
valuable asset to NRC inspections and
Investigatlons. Releasing namec to the
parties in an adjudication after
pronistr- confidentially to nources
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wiculd be detrimental to the NRC's
overall in:pection and Investigation
activities because other individuals may
be reluctant to bring Information to the
NRC. However. the .sedto protect
confidential oources does not end when
the investigation or Inspection is
completed and evaluate4 for posibla
enforcement action.
By th Policy Statement, the
Commission Is not attempting to resolve
the conflict that may arise In each case
between the duty to disclose
information to the boerds and partie
and the need to protect that Information
or Its o•soce. The resolution of actual
conflicts must be decided on th merits
of each Individual case. However, the
Commission does note that as a general
rule It favors full disclosure to the
boards and parties, that information
should be protected only when
necessary, and that any limits on
disclosure to the parties should be
limited In'both scope and duration to the
minimum necessary to achieve the
purposes of the non-disclosure policy.
The purpose of this Policy Statement
Is to establish a procedure by which the
conflicts can be resolved. The Policy
Statement takes over once a
determinatlon has been made. under
established board notification
procedures. that information should be
disclosed to the boards and public. but
01 or staff believes that the Information
should be protected. In those cases the
Commission has decided that the only
workable solution to protect both
interests Is to provide for an in camera
presentation to the board by the NRC
staff or 01, with no party present. Any
other procedure could defeat the
purpose of non-disclosure and might
actually inhibit the acquisition of
information critical to decisions.
Allowing the other parties or their.
representatives to be present In all
cases, even under a protective order,
could breach promises or confidentiality
or allow the subject of an investigation
to prematurely acquire Information
about the investigation. We note in this
regard the difficulties of attempting to
prevent a party's representative from
taidng to his client about the relevance
of the information and how to respond
to It. even under a protective order.
The Commission believes that the
boards, using the procedures established
in this Policy Statement, can resolve
most potential disclosure conflicts once
they have been advised of the nature of
the information Involved, the status of
the Inspection or Investlgation. end the
projected time for its completion. In
many of the cases when the procedures
in this Policy Statement are triggered by
a concern for premature public
disclosure, It may be possible for boards
to provide fcT the timely consideration
of relevant matters derived from
investigations and Inspections through
the deferral or reschedulina of Issues for
hearing. In other Instauices, the board3
may be oble to resolve the conflict by
placiLg limltation3 cn the :"_a of
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sensitive information is the protection
of the confidential source. It is essential
that the investigating and prosecuting
parties know the identity of a
confidential source to physically protect
the source during the course of
investigative activities and to prevent
compromising the source's identity
through some inadvertent action by one
of the outside investigators or
prosecutors. Because it is inappropriate.
for a source to know the investigative or
prosecutorial activities, strategies, or
tactics, it is also inappropriate to notify
the source that his or her identity is
being shared.

attempt to limit disclosure to the extent
possible.
Dated at Rockville, MD, this 17th day of
May, 1996.
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
John C. Hoyle,
Secretiry, of the Comnmission.

4. CircumstancesUnder Which
ConfidentialityMay Be.Revoked
A decision to revoke a grant of
confidentiality can only be made by (1)
the Commission, (2) the EDO, or (3) the
Director, 01. However, the Commission
emphasizes that a grant of
confidentiality will be revoked only in
the most extreme cases. Generally,
confidentiality will be revoked only
when a confidential source personally
takes some action so inconsistent with
the grant of confidentialitythat the
action overrides the purpose behind the
confidentiality. For instance, this can
happen when the source disclose,.
information in a public forum that
reveals his or her status as a confidential
source or when he or she has
intentionally provided false information
to the NRC. Before revoking
confidentiality, the Commission will
attempt to notify tht confidential source
of its intent and provide the individual
an opportunity to explain why their
Identity should not be disclosed.
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SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (Commission) has
reassessed and updated Its policy on the
conduct of adjudicatory proceedings in
view of the potential Institution of a
number of proceedings in the next few
years to consider applications to renew
reactor operating licenses, to reflect
5. Withdrawal of Confidentiality
restructuring in the electric utility
The NRC official granting
Industry, and to license waste storage
confidentialiiy may withdraw
facilities.
confidentiality without further approval DATES: This policy statement is effective
if the confidential source has made such on August 5, 1998. while comments are
a request In writing and the NRC official being received. Comments are due on or
has confirmed that the requesting
before October 5, 1998.
Individual is the same person who was
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to:
granted confidentiality.
The Secretary of the Commission, U.S.
6. Conclusion
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
The Commission views protecting the Washington, DC 20555, ATTN:
Rulemaidngs and Adjudications Staff.
identity of allegers and confidential
Hand deliver comments to: 11555
sources as an important adjunct to
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland,
investigative and inspection programs.
Therefore, the Commission places groat between 7:45 am and 4_:15 pm, Federal
work-days. Copies of comments received
emphasis on protecting the identity of
may be examined at the NRC Public
individuals who bring safety concerns
Dccument Room, 2120 L Street, NW.
to the NRC. However, the Commission
(Lower Level), Washington, DC.
recognizes there are limited
FOE FURTHER INFORMATION CO[TACT:
circumstances when the identity of an
Rcbert M, Weisman, Litigation Attorney,
alleger or confidential source will be
U.S. Nucleer Regulatory Commission,
divulged outside the NI.C. In those
WEshini-ron. DC 20555, (301) 415-1696.
circumstances the CommisSion will

Statement of Policy on Conduct of
Adjudicatory Proceedings
[CLI-98-12]
I. Introduction
As part of broader efforts to improve
the effectiveness of the agency's
programs and processes, the
Commission has critically reassessed its
practices and procedures for conducting
adjudicatory proceedings within the
framework of Its existing Rules of
Practice In 10 CFR Part 2, primarily
Subpart G.With the potential institution
of a number of proceedings In the next
few years to consider applications to
renew reactor operating licenses, to
reflect restructuring In the electric
utility industry, and to license waste
storage facilities, such assessment is
particularly appropriate to ensure that
agency proceedings are conducted
efficiently and focus on issues germane
to the proposed actions under
consideration. In its review, the
Commission has considered its existing
policies and rules governing
adjudicatory proceedings, recent
experience and criticism of agency
proceedings, and innovative techni ues
used by our own hearing boards and
presiding officers and by other
tribunals. Although current rules and
policies provide means to achieve a
prompt and fair resolution of
proceedings, the Commission is
directing its hearing boardsand
presiding officers to employ certain
measures described In this policy
statement to ensure the efficient
conduct of proceedings.
The Commission continues to endorse
the guidance In its current poll cy,
Issued In 1981., on the conduct of
adjudicatory proceedings. Statement of
Policy on Conduct of Licensing
Proceedings, CLI-8i-8,13 NRC 452
(May 20, 1981); 46 FR 28533 (May 27,
1981). The 1981 policy statement provided guidance to the Atomic Safety
and Licensing Boards (licensing boards)
on the use of tools, such as the
establishment and adherence to
reasonable schedules and discovery
management, intended to reduce the
time for completing licensing
proceedings while ensuring that
hearings were fair and produced
adequate records. Now, as then, the
Commission's objectives are to provide
a fair hearing process, to avoid
unnecessary delays in the NRC's review
ard hearing processes, and to produce
an informed adjudicatory record that
supports agency decision making on
matters related to the NRC's
responsibilities for protecting public
health and safety, the common defense
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and security, and the environment. In
this context, the opportunity forbearing
should.be a meaningful one that focuses
on genuine issues and real disputes
regarding agency actions subject to
adjudication. By the same token,
however, applicants for a license are
also entitled to a prompt resolution of
disputes concerning their applicatidns.
The Commission emphasizes Its
expectationthat the boards will enforce
a erence to the hearing procedures set
forth in the Commission's Rules of '
Practice in 10 CFR Part 2, as interpreted
by the Commission. In addition, the
Commission has identified certain
specific approaches for Its boards to'
consider implementing in individual
proceedings, if appropriate, to reduce
the time for completing licensing and
other proceedings.. The measures
suggested In this policy statement can
be accomplished within-the framework
of the Commission's existing Rules of
Practice. The Commission may~consider
further changes to the Rules of Practice
as appropriate to enable additional
Improvements to the adjudicatory
process.
II. Specific Guidance
Current adjudicatory procedures and.
policies provide a latitude to the
Commission, Its licensing boards and
presiding officers to instill discipline In
the hearing process and ensure a prompt
yet fair resolution of contested issues in
adjudicatory proceedings. In th6 1981
policy statement, the Commission
encouraged licensing boards to use a
number of techniques for effective case
management Including: setting.
reasonable schedules for proceedings;
consolidating parties; encouraging
negotiation and settlement conferences;
carefully managing and supervising
discovery; Issuing timely rulings on
prehearing matters; requiring trial briefs,
prd-filed testimony, and crossexamination plans; and issuing initial
decisions as soon as practicable after the
parties file proposed findings of fact and
conclusions of law. Licensing boards
and presiding officers in current NRC
adjudications use many of these
techniques, and should continue to do
so.As set
forth below, the Commission
has Identified several of these
techniques, as applied in the context of
the current Rules of Practice in 10 CFR
Part 2, as well as variations In procedure
permitted under the current Rules of
Practice that licensing boards should
apply to proceedings. The Commission
also lntends.to exercise its Inherent
supervisory authority, including Its
power to assume part or all of the
functions of the presiding officer in a

March 31, 2003

given adjudication, as appropriate in the
context of a particular proceeding. See,
e.g., Public Service Co. of New
Hampshire (Seabrook Station, Units I
and 2), CLI-90-3, 31 NRC 219, 229
(1990). The Commission intends to
promptly respond to adjudicatory
matters placed before it, and such
matters should ordinarily take priority
over other actions before the
Commissioners.
1. HearingSchedules

The Commission expects licensing
boards to establish schedules for
promptly deciding the issues before
them, with due regard to the complexity
of the contested issues and the interests
of the parties. The Commission's
regulations in 10 CFR 2.718 provide
licensing boards all powers necessary to
regulate the course of proceedings,
including the authority to set schedules,
resolve discovery disputes, and take
other action appropriate to avoid delay.
Powers granted under § 2.718 are
sufficient for licensing boards to control
the supplementation of petitions for
leave to Intervene or requests for
hearing, the filing of contentions,
discovery, dispositive motions,
hearings, and the submission of findings
of fact and conclusions of law.
Many provisions in Part 2 establish
schedules for various filings, which can
be varied "as otherwise ordered by the
presiding officer." Boards should
exercise their authority under these
options and 10 CFR 2.718 to shorten the
filing and response times set forth in the
regulations to the extent practical in a
specific proceeding. In addition, where
such latitude is not explicitly afforded.
as well as in Instances in which
sequential (rather than simultaneous)
filings are provided for, boards should
explore with the parties all reasonable
approaches to reduce response times
and to provide for simultaneous filing of
documents.
Although current regulations do not
specifically address service by
electronic means, licensing boards, as
they have in other proceedings, should
establish procedures for electronic filing
with appropriate filing deadlines, unless
doing so would significantly deprive a
party of an opportunity to participate
meaningfully in the proceeding. bther
exedited forms of service of dccuments
in proceedings may also be appropriate.

The Commission encourages thea
licensing boards to consider the uss of
new technologieS to expedite
proceedings as those technolci-es
become available.
Boards should fore.o the usa of
motions for summarY dispositisn.
except upon a 1,ýmia.sin find'ngi+-,)2.1 Su~
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a motion will likely substantially reduce
the number of issues to be decided, or
otherwise expedite the proceeding. In
addition, any evidentiary hearing
should not commence before
completion of the staff's Safety
Evaluation Report (SER) or Final
Environmental Statement (FES)
regarding an application, unless the
presiding officer finds thatbeginning
earlier, e.g., by starting the hearing with
resp act to safety issues prior to issuance
of the SER, will indeed expedite the
proceeding, taking Into account the
effect of going forward on the staff's
ability to complete its evaluations in a
timely manner. Boards are strongly
encouraged to expedite the lssuance'0f
interlocutory rulings. The Commission
further strongly encourages presiding
officers to issue decisions within 60
days after the parties file the last'
pleadings permitted by the board's
schedule for the proceeding.
.
Appointment of dddltional presiding
officers or licensing boards to preside
over discrete issues simultaneously'in a
proceeding has the potential to expedite
ihe process, and the Chief
Administrative Judge of the Atomic
Safety and licensing Board Panel
(ASLBP) should consider this measure
under.appropriate circumstances, In
doing so, however, the Commission
expects the Chief Administrative Judge
to exercise the authority.to establish
multiple boards only If: (1) the
proceeding involves discrete and
severable issues; (2) the issues can be
more expeditiously handled by multiple
boards than by a single board; and (3)
the multiple boards can conduct the
proceeding in a manner that will not
unduly burden the parties. Private Fuel
Storage, L.L.C. (Private Fuel Storage
Facility), CLI-98-7, 47 NRC __ (1998).
The Commission itself may set
milestones for the completion of
proceedings' If the Commission sets
milestones in a particular proceeding
and the board determines that any.
single milestone could be missed by
more than 30 days, the licensing board.
must promptly so inform the
Commission in writing. The board
should explain why the milestone
cannot be met and what measures-the
board will take insofar as is possible to
restore the proceeding to the overall
schedule.
2. Parties' Obligations

Although the Commission expects its
licensing boards to sat and adhere to
reasonaole schedules for the various
ste-ps in the hearing.process, the
Commision recognizes that the boards
•,:•.i be unablz to achieve the objectives
Sth•policy statemenet unless the
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parties satisfy their obligations. The
parties to a proceeding, therefore, are
expected to adhere to the time frames
specified in the Rules of Practice In 10
CFR Part 2 for filing and the scheduling
orders in the proceeding. As set forth in
the 1981. policy statement, the licensing
boards are expected to take approtriate
actions to enforce compliance with
these schedules. The Commission, of
course, recognizes that the boards may
grant extensions of time under some
circumstances, but'this should be done
only when warranted by unavoidable
and extreme circumstances.
Parties are hlso obligated In their
filings before the board and the
Commission to ensure that their
arguments and assertions are supported
by appropriate and accurate references
to legal authority and factual basis;
including, as appropriate, citation to the
record. Failure to do so may result in
material being stricken from the record
or, in extreme circumstances, in a party
being dismissed.
3. Contentions
Currently, in prdceedings governed by
the provisions of Subpart G, 10 CFR
2.714(b)(2)(iii) requires that i petitioner
for Intervention shall provide sufficient
'information to show that a genuine
dispute exists With the applicant on a'
material issue of law or fact. 1 The
Commission has stated that a boar'd may
appropriately view a petitioner's
support for Its contention In a light that
is favorable to-the petitioner, but the
board cannot do so by ignoring the
requirements set forth in § 2,714(b)(2).
Arizona Public Service Co; (Palo Verde
Nuclear Generating Station, Units 1, 2,
and 3), CLI-91-12, 34 NRC 149, 155

renewal, under the governing
regulations In 10 CFR Part 54, the
review of license renewal applications
is confined to matters relevant to the
extended period of operation requested
by the applicant. The safety review is
limited to the plant systems, structures,
and components (as delineated In 10
CFR 54.4) that will require an aging
managefeiant review for the period of
extended operation or are subject to an
evaluation of time-limited aging
analyses. See 10 CFR 54.21(a) and (c),
54.29, and 54.30. In addition, the review
of environmental issues is limited by
rule by the generic findings MINUREG1427, "Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS) for License Renewal of
Nuclear Plants." See 10 CFR 55.71(d)
and 61.95(c).
Under the Commission's Rules of
Practice, a licensing board may consider
matters on its motion only where It
finds that a serious safety,
environmental, or common defense and
security matter exists. 10 CFR 2.760a.
Such authority Is to be exercised only In
extraordinary circumstances. If a board
decides to raise inatters.on its own
initiative, a copy of its ruling, setting
forth in general terms its reasons, must
be transmitted to the Commission and
the General Counsel. Texas Utilities
Generating Co. (Comanche Peak Steam
Electric Station, Units I and 2), CLI-8124, 14 NRC 614 (1981). The board may

not proceed further with sua sponte
issues absent the Commission's
approval. The scope of a particular
proceeding is limited to the scope of the
admitted contentions and any issues the
Commission authorizes.theboard to
raise sue sponte.
Currently, 10 CFR 2.714a allows a
party to appeal a ruling on contentions
(1991). The Commission re-emphasizes
that licensing boards.should.continue to only If (a) the order wholly denies a
petition for leave to intervene (i.e., the
require. adherence to § 2.714(b)(2), and
-that the burden of coming forward with order denies the petitioner's standing or
the admission of all of a petitioner's
adrirlssible contentions is on their •
contentions) or Mb)
a party other than the
proponent. A contention's proponent,
petitioner alleges that a petition for
not.the licensing board, is responsible
leave. to intervene or a request for a
f6r formulating the contention and
-providing the necessary information to hearing should have been wholly
denied. Although the regulation reflects
satisfy the basis requirement-for the
the Commission's general policy to
admission of contentions in 10 CFR
inteflocutory review, under
•minimIze
2.714(b)Ji2). The scope of a proceeding,
ihis practice, some novel Issues that
aid, as a consequence, the scope of.
could benefitfrom early Commission
contentions that may be admitted,.Is
review.will not be presented to the
limited by the nature of the application
Commission. For example, matters of
arid pertinent Commission regulations.
first impression involving interpretation
For exarnple, with respect to license
of 10 MFR Part 54 may arise as the staff
and licensing board begin considering
I"[Alt tlhf contention filing stegel,] the factual
applications for renewal of power
eupport necessary to.show that a genuine dispute
eits need noI be in affldavit or formal evldentiary
reactor operating licenses. Accordingly,
form end need not be ofthe quality necessary to
the Commission encouraies the
withstand a summary. disposition motion." Rules of licensing boards to refer rulings or
Practice for Domestic Licensing Proceedingscertify questions on proposed
Prodidural Changes In the Hearing Process, Final
contentions Involving nov3l issues to
t, ule,54 FR 33168, 33171 (Aug. 11, 1989).
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the Commission in accordance with !0
CFR 2.730(0 early In the proceeding. In
addition, boards are encouraged to
certify novel legal or policy questions
related to admitted issues to the
Commission as early as possible in the
proceeding. The Commission may also
exercise its authority to direct
certification of such particular questions
under 1o CFR 2.718(i) The
Commission, however, will evaluate any
matter put before it to ensure that
interlocutory review is warranted.
4. DiscoveryManogement

Efficient management of the pra-trial
discovery process is critical to the
overall progress of a proceeding.
Because a great deal of information on
aparticular application is routinely
placed in the agency's public document
rooms, Commission regulations already
limit discovery against the staff. See,
e.g.,10 CFR 2.720(h), 2.744. Under the
existing practice, however, the staff
frequently agrees to discovery without
waiving its rights to object to discovery
under the rules, and refers any
-discovery requests It finds objectionable
to the board for resolution. This practice
remains acceptable.
Application In a particular case of
procedures similar to provisions in the
1993 amendments to Rule 26 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure or
informal discovery can improve the
efficiency of the discovery process
among other parties. The 1993
amendments to Rule 26 provide, in part,
that a party shall provide certain
information to other parties without
waiting for a discovery request. This
Information includes the names and
addresses, if known, of individuals
likely to have discoverable information
relevant to disputed facts and copies or
descriptions, including location, of all
documents or tangible things in the
possession or control of the party that
are relevant to the disputed facts. The
Commission expects the licensing
boards to order similar disclosure (and
pertinent updates) if appropriate in the
circumstances of individual
proceedings. With regard to the staff,
such orders shall provide only that the
staff identify the witnesses whose
testimony the staff intends to present at
hearing. The licensing boards should
also consider requiring the parties to
specify the issues for which discovery is
necessary, if this may narrow the issuas
requiring discovery.
Upon the board's completion of
rulinas on contentions, ti-m Staff will

estebi-sh a case file containiki týs

application and any amen-dments tc it,
and, as relevant to the aýPlicstion, any
MIRC report Lid =ny czrsn dence
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between the applicant and the NRC.
Such a case file should be treated in the
same manner as a hearing file
established pursuant to 10 CFR 2.1231.
Accordingly, the staff should make the
case file available to all parties and
should periodically update it.
Except for establishment of the case
file, generally the licensing board
should suspend discovery against the
staff until the staff Issues Its review
documents regarding the application.
Unless the presidifig officer has found
that starting discovery against the staff
before iahe staff's review documents are
issued will. expedite the hearing,
discovery against the staff on safety
issues may .commence upon issuance of
the SER, and discovery on
environmental issues upon issuance of
the FES. Upon issuance of an SER or
FES regarding an application, and
consistent with such limitations as may
be'appropriate to protect proprietary or
other properly withheld Information,
the staff should update the case file to!
include the SER and FES and any
•
supportifig documents relied upon Iii
the SER or FES'not already Included.in
the file.
The foregoing procedures should
allow the boards to setreasonable
bounds and schedules for any remaining
discovery,. e.g., by limiting the number
of rounds of Interrogatories or.
depositions or the time for completion
of discovery, and thereby reduce the
time spent in the prehearing stageof the
hearing process. In particular, the board
should allow only a single round of
discovery regarding admitted
contentions related to the SER or the
FES, and the discovery respective to
.each document should commence
shortly after Its issuance.
I1. Conclusion
The Comrnmission reiterates its longstanding commitment to the .expeditious
completion of adjudicatory proceedings
while still ensurifig that hearings are fair
and produce an adequate record for
decision. The Commission intends to
monitor its'proceedings to ensure that
they are being concluded in a fair and
timely fashion. The Commission will
take action In individual lroceodings, as
appropriate, to provide guidance to ileboards and parties and to decide isiues
in the interest of a prompt and effective
resolution of the matters set for
adjudication.
Dated at Rockville, M~aryland, this 28th day
of July, 1998.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Co~nmlssion.
Annette Vietti-Cook,
Assistant Secretoajofthe Commission.
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AGENCY: Nuclear

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) Is revising its public
meeting policy to enhance public
participation in NRC meetings. This
policybrings consistency to NRC public
meetings planned by headquarters and
regional staff by introducing a
categorization system whereby the
public can anticipate the level of
participation that will be provided for
during an upcoming meeting. The NRC
has Identified three categories of public
meetings It convenes and has described
Information availability and follow-up
effort associated with each meeting
category. Information such as agendas,
background documents, and meeting
summaries will be available in ADAMS
and at NRC's web site for certain
categories of meetings. The policy also
provides guidance on teleconferencing,
security, and other administrative Issues
related to NRC staff-sponsored public
meetings. This revision Is In response to
suggestions made by the public at a
meeting held In April, 2001, and to
fulfill the NRC's strategic goal of
increasing public confidence.
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 28, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mindy Landau or Ramin Assa, Office of
the Executive Director for Operations,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001, telephone:
(301) 415-8703 or (301) 415-8709
respectively.
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Commission Policy Statement on Staff
Meetings Open to the Public
A. Purpose
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
has had a formal policy regarding open
meetings since 1978 which has been
revised periodically, and most recently
on September 20, 2000. This paper
presents a revised policy that the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
will follow in opening meetings
between the agency staff and one or
more outside persons to public
observation and participation. The
revised policy continues NRC's
longstanding practice of providing the
public with substantial Information on
Its activities and of conducting business
in an open manner, while balancing the
need for the NRC staff to exercise its
regulatory and safety responsibilities
without undue administrative burden.
The revised policy also sets forth a plan
for categorizing meeting types that will
provide a framework for enhancing
public participation. The public will be
notified of the category of the meeting,
and thereby the level of participation to
be anticipated, via the NRC's Public
Meeting Notice System on its web site.
Implementing guidance will be issued
to the NRC staff. This meeting policy is
a matter of NRC discretion and may be
departed from as circumstances warrant.
B. Definition
A public meeting is a planned, formal
encounter open to public observation
and participation between one or more
NRC staff members and one or more
external stakeholders, with the
expressed intent of discussing
substantive issues that are directly
associated with the NRC's regulatory
and safety responsibilities. An external
stakeholder is any individual who is
not:
1. An NRC employee;
2. Under contract to the NRC;
3. Acting as an official consultant to
the NRC;
4. Acting as an official representative
of an agency of the executive,
legislative, or judicial branch of the U.S.
Government (except on matters where
the agency is subject to NRC regulatory
oversight);
5. Acting as an official representative
of a foreign government;
6. Acting as an official representative
of a State or local government or
Tribal official (except when specific
NRC licensing or regulatory matters are
discussed).
C. Applicability and Exemptions
1. This policy applies solely to iIRC
staff-sponsored and conducted meetingz

