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On January 23, 2006, Regional staff attended an Exelon briefing of the Illinois EPA
regarding the Tritium contamination. On January 26, 2006, the licensee conducted a
meeting with residents living near the facility to discuss the status of characterizing the
tritium contamination, financial remedies, and re-mediation plans. Residents expressed
concerns related to potential health effects, property values, and delay in identifying and
communicating the leaks in 1998 and 2000. On January 25, 2006, the licensee's
preliminary root cause Investigation determined that there were 19 other
blowdown line leaks since 1996, Including a major leak In 1996. Licensee Is
continuing with the Investigation. On February 8, 2006, the Region III staff
attended a contentious and heated public meeting at the Village of Godley, Illinois
to discuss tritium contamination in the groundwater. The meeting was widely
attended, Including members of Illinois EPA, media, local/state/federal officials,
and anti-nuclear activists.

On January 25, 2006, the licensee sampled a well in the Will County Forest
Preserve and received an initial count of 24, 846 pCi/liter of tritium and the.-
recount was at 24, 531 pCI/L. The report was provided to local Joliet new spaper
and other sources.

/

~WA('~ ~

On January 25, 2006 UCS and others initiated a 2.206 petition concerning leaks at
power plants and radioisotopes found within on-site monitoring wells.
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Region III opened an Unresolved Item in the last resident inspection report to track the
issue. During this inspection period, the NRC after gathering additional information will
process the item via the SDP.

On December 9, 2005, the licensee reported measurable levels of tritium in offsite
ground water monitoring wells that were installed over the last two weeks. During
subsequent monitoring tritium was identified above background at one residential
location. The licensee continues to monitor and to develop options for re-mediation,
with Region III inspection oversight. The licensee continues to attribute the
contamination to leaks from its circulating blow down line that occurred in 1998 and
2000. Along with circulating water, the licensee uses that line for liquid radioactive
discharges from the plant. While the investigation is ongoing, the licensee has
suspended all discharges through that line for approximately 18 days. On December
16, 2005, the State of Illinois Environmental Protection Agency issued the licensee a
Violation Notice for contaminating the groundwater. On December 20, 2005 members
of the Region III staff participated in a meeting between the Illinois EPA and the
licensee.


