
June 2, 2006

ORGANIZATION: Nuclear Energy Institute 

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE LICENSE RENEWAL TELEPHONE CONFERENCE
CALL AND MEETING HELD BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR
REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF AND THE NUCLEAR ENERGY
INSTITUTE LICENSE RENEWAL TASK FORCE

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff and the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)
License Renewal Task Force held a public telephone conference call and meeting on April 19,
2006, to discuss generic license renewal topics, lessons learned from the audit process, and
license renewal process improvements.  Enclosure 1 provides a listing of the conference call
participants.  Enclosure 2 contains the agenda for the conference call.  A summary of the
discussions follows:

1. Status of Severe Accident Mitigation Alternatives (SAMA) and environmental acceptance
review for License Renewal Interim Staff Guidance (LR-ISG);

A proposed LR-ISG endorsing NEI’s ?Severe Accident Mitigation Alternatives (SAMA)
Analysis Guidance Document,” NEI 05-01, Rev. A (Accession No. ML060530192), has been
prepared and will be issued for public comment in the near future.  A second proposed 
LR-ISG containing the NRC staff’s checklist for performing the acceptance review for the
environmental portion of the application will also be issued.

2. Update on guidance development for license renewal application (LRA) acceptance review
and content of onsite documentation;

NEI indicated that the industry is preparing a letter to the NRC containing its
recommendations regarding acceptance reviews for LRA.  Regarding development of
guidance on the content of onsite documentation, the industry now plans to document and
circulate amongst applicants, lessons learned and best practices for onsite documentation. 
This approach will allow the industry to update the information as additional experience is
gained without the delay in submitting it to the NRC staff for review.  The NRC staff agreed
with this approach and requested that the industry identify if the audit teams’ expectations
are not consistent between applications.

3. New issues under development – Mark I containment drywell shell LR-ISG;

The need for an LR-ISG concerning corrosion of inaccessible areas of boiling water reactor,
Mark I, drywell steel containment shells was previously discussed in past telephone
conferences and a meeting on January 31, 2006.  The LR-ISG clarifies the information that
an applicant should provide in its application.  The NRC staff informed NEI that it was
preparing to issue the proposed LR-ISG for public comment the week of April 24, 2006, to
provide the information to current applicants with Mark I drywell shells.  The LR-ISG was
subsequently issued for public comment on May 3, 2006, (Accession No. ML061120001).
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4. Status of industry submittal of information on Aging Management Program (AMP) XI.E6 for
electrical cables;

NEI will submit a paper to the staff discussing its position on this AMP to support its position
that this AMP is not needed.

5. Availability of monthly NRC staff and contractor costs for LRA reviews;

Because of changes in the law, licensees must now track costs on a monthly basis rather
than quarterly.  NEI asked if the NRC staff could provide staff and contractor costs for
review of license renewal applications on a monthly basis.  Although the staff can
unofficially report staff hours on a monthly basis, monthly contractor costs are not always
available to the staff.  Contractor costs attributed to each application have, in some cases,
been collected and billed after the quarter in which the work was performed.  The NRC staff
acknowledged the industry’s need and indicated that this request actually applies to any
large staff review, such as an extended power uprate, and affects the manner in which the
NRC bills licensees.  NEI should discuss this request at the next NEI – NRC Senior
Management meeting.

6. Documenting NUREG-1801 consistency with American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section XI;

NEI indicated that the ten elements of an acceptable AMP described in the license renewal
standard review plan (SRP) and Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) Report are not
consistent with the ASME code.  The NRC staff responded that the ASME code does not
address all of the elements needed for an acceptable AMP which is the reason the ten
elements were developed in the SRP and GALL Report.  The staff has performed a
comparison of the editions and addenda of the code endorsed by the NRC in 
10 CFR 50.55(a) through the 2003 addenda.  An applicant may use any one as acceptable
alternatives to the edition and addenda referenced in the GALL Report AMPs without the need
to submit these alternatives for NRC review in its plant-specific LRA.  The staff will review its
process for ensuring that the latest acceptable version of the code is referenced in the GALL
Report and how that interacts with the 10 CFR 50.55(a) endorsement update process.

7. Environmental reviews;

Based on announced schedules, the NRC staff expects concurrent submittals of license
renewal and combined operating license (COL) applications for the Harris and Vogtle sites. 
These overlapping reviews affect the staff’s environmental review and preparation of
environmental impact statements.  In order to complete the renewal review on schedule, the
applicant should keep the actions separate and not address the COL in the renewal application.



-3-

The combined impact of license renewal for the existing plant and the new plant should be
addressed in the COL application.  The Southern Nuclear Operating Company representative
participating in the call plans to arrange a meeting to discuss this topic with the staff for its June
2007, Vogtle LRA and late 2007/early 2008 COL application.

8. Public participation;

No members of the public participated in the meeting.

/RA/

Stephen T. Hoffman, Senior Project Manager
License Renewal Branch B
Division of License Renewal 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No.  690

Enclosures:
1.  List of Participants 
2.  Meeting Agenda

cc w/encls:  See next page
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Enclosure 1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS FOR THE 
TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL AND MEETING HELD 

BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF
AND THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE

APRIL 19, 2006

Participants Affiliations
Frank Gillespie Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
P.T. Kuo NRC
Jacob Zimmerman NRC
Louise Lund NRC
Rani Franovich NRC
Ken Chang NRC
Eric Benner NRC
Stephen Hoffman NRC
Linh Tran NRC
Amar Pal NRC
Evan Keto NRC
Dave Wrona NRC
Peter Wen NRC
Ram Subbaratnam NRC
Kiyoto Tanabe NRC
Cayetano Santos NRC
Jaclyn Storch NRC
James Ross Nuclear Energy Institute
Mike Detamore PPL Susquehanna
Steve Schellin NMC Point Beach
Roger Rucker Beaver Valley
Dave Kunsmiller Beaver Valley
Steve Dort Beaver Valley
Alan Cox Entergy
Garry Young Entergy
Ted Ivy Entergy
Eric Blocher Strategic Teaming and Resource Sharing (STARS)
Paul Crawley STARS
Jim Johnson STARS
Bill Victor Cooper
Dave Bremer Cooper
Ken Brune Tennessee Valley Authority
Mike McFarlane Southern Nuclear Company
Kathryn Sutton Morgan, Lewis
Marty O’neal Winston
Fred Polaski Exelon
Al Fulvio Exelon
Lori Yulcome Wolf Creek
Ken Albright Prairie Island
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS FOR THE 
TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL AND MEETING HELD 

BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF
AND THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (Cont’d)

April 19, 2006

Participants Affiliations
Paul Aitken Dominion
Tom Snow Dominion
Mike Heath Progress Energy
Roger Stewart Progress Energy
Bob Vincent Palisades
Pete Mazzaferro Nine Mile Point
Joe Pairitz Monticello



Enclosure 2Enclosure 2

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 
FOR THE TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL AND 

MEETING BETWEEN THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF
 AND THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE

April 19, 2006

TOPIC                                                                 LEAD    

1. Status of SAMA and environmental acceptance review Interim NRC
Staff Guidance (ISG)

2. Update on guidance development for LRA acceptance review NEI
and content of onsite documentation

3. New issues under development – Mark I containment drywell ISG NRC

4. Status of industry submittal of information on Aging Management NEI
Program XI.E6 for electrical cables

5. Availability of monthly NRC staff and contractor costs for license NEI
renewal application reviews

6. Documenting NUREG-1801 consistency with ASME B&PV Section XI NEI

7. Public participation ALL
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cc:
Mr. Joe Bartell
U.S. Department of Energy
NE-42
Washington, DC  20585

Ms. Christine S. Salembier, Commissioner
State Liaison Officer 
Department of Public Service
112 State St., Drawer 20
Montipelier, VT  05620-2601

Mr. James Ross
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I St., N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC  20006-3708

Mr. Frederick W. Polaski
Manager License Renewal
Exelon Corporation
200 Exelon Way
Kennett Square, PA  19348

Peter A. Mazzaferro
Site Project Manager - License Renewal
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, LLC
P.O. Box 63
Lycoming, NY  13093

Mr. David Lochbaum
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H St., NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC  20006-3919

Mark Ackerman
Project Manager, License Renewal
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
P.O. Box 4
Route 168 (Mail Stop BV-SGRP)
Shippingport, PA  15077

Mr. Paul Gunter, Director
Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 340
Takoma Park, MD  20912

Mr. Hugh Jackson
Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy &    
Environment Program
215 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
Washington, DC  20003

Mary Olson
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
Southeast Office
P.O. Box 7586
Asheville, NC  28802 

Talmage B. Clements
Manager - License Renewal
Progress Energy
P.O. Box 1551
Raleigh, NC  27602

Mr. Garry G. Young
Manager, License Renewal Services
1448 SR 333, N-GSB-45
Russellville, AR  72802

Mr. William Crough, Manager
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P.O. Box 2000
Decatur, AL  35609

Patrick Burke
License Renewal Project Manager
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
Nuclear Management Company, LLC
2807 West County Road 75
Monticello, MN  55362-9637

Robert A. Vincent
Licensing Lead - License Renewal Project
Palisades Nuclear Plant
27780 Blue Star Memorial Highway
Covert, MI  49043
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