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This Severity Level IV violation is based on the NRC’s onsite inspection conducted March 27-30,
2006 by Janine Katanic. In the course of that inspection, the inspector noted multiple instances of
individuals eating, drinking, storing food, drinks and personal effects in labs that were posted as
locations where radioactive materials were used or stored. These activities were in non-compliance
with The University of Montana’s Radlatlon Safety Manual that at the time, stated that “absolutely no
smoking, eating, drinking or usmg of c’osmetms will be allowed” in laboratories where radioactive
materials are used or stored. - l c
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Reason for violation g SRR

The radiation safety man\ﬁal has been updated a number of times over the past 15 years. The wording

that prohibits the use of fppd or bever: age in labs has not been changed in the Radiation Safety Manual
- ~(RSM) but our user {¥ainitig and daily operations have. This was an oversight on the part of the RSO.

The inspector was correct t that our program lmplementatlon was in conflict with our RSM. "

The program change that has allowed the presence of food and beverage in labs has been dnven by the
design of lab space on campus and the ubiquitous presence of computers for nearly all individuals over
'~ the past 20 years. Many of the current labs have individual workstations de31gned to be grad student
“office space” at the end of lab benches or mteg*al to the 1aboratory space in a great room design as
opposed to hard-sided separate offices. ,
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Many of the bui]}fjﬁgs do not have employee break areas on each floor or in some cases within the
‘building. The use of computers has necessitated a dedicated work area that requires more space than
the simple lab notebook. To accommodate the need for personal space within the labs, the policy

has evolved into what the inspector noted—the presence of food and beverage within rooms where

radioactive materials are used. The RSO, the Radiation Safety Committee (RSC) and Dr. Dwyer, our
__Senior Administrati\'F Official, have discussed this issue and agree that we can and must do better.

Corrective steps th-t have been taken and results achieved
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The RSC met on MaY 8, 2006 to review the related program elements and discuss and approve
corrective actions, Specifically, the RSC approved revision of the RSM; General Laboratory Rules for
. .the Use of RadioactiveMaterials (II) A., to read, “Eating, drinking, utensil storage or food and
_"~*"beverage storage or usin® of cosmetics will be allowed in designated areas only. No, radioactive,
’ biological or 1aboratory'(:hemical {naterials may be present at any time in designated areas. All
designated areas must be;clearly signed and marked with blue tape.All designated areas must be

included in the laboratpxj(‘ contamination survey program.” This page has been inserted in all RSMs.
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Effective May 24™, 2006, @ll rooms on the Missoula campus containing radioactive materials were re-
" signed with compliant signs reading “Caution Radioactive Materials” “No food, beveragesor -
utensils except in designated arégs’ - In addition to new door signs, the RSO and RSOS have visited
each room containing radioactive thaterials and worked with the Authorized User to review existing A
designated areas. Where it was det¢fmined /that no currently viable 'altematiye’efis“tg/{o"g personal®.
workstation(s) within the laboratory, tite, désignated areaﬂi?}zow.clcarly.sigged with signs provided by
the RSOS (copy of both signs enclbsed),‘}iln addition to'the physical delineation of designated areas,
this provided an interactive and educatidffal Olqpq,rtﬁn"ity for users to fully understand the revised
policy. The laboratories at the B_iological'S}?tl?-n in Polson arjd The University of Montana-Western
in Dillon will be done in the same way b‘y Jung 30, 2006 as part of this current quarter’s inspection.
The above actions have r'g:sulte_cj‘in a tighter contiol on the presence and use of food and beverage in
laboratory settings. In additior to the immediate actions taken, the RSO will modify the Radiation
Safety Program training to include information about the revised requirements starting with the next
training session in June of 2006. This will ensure that 4ll new users and those attending as a refresher

will get the necessary information on an ongoing basis. - ... - PR

Corrective steps that will be taken to avoid further vib_latiops

In addition to the revised RSM, consistent signage and ongoing training designed to address this
violation, the RSOS will include designated area use as a specific inspection element in all future
quarterly inspections. Insofar as possible, new laboratory space will be designed with separate office
work stations so that the need for and feasibility of designated areas within laboratories may be
eliminated over time. RN
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y,

I hope this letter provides sufficient information to evaluate T}ie University of Montana’s response to
the Notice of Violation. As an institution, we take compliance very seriously and intend to operate our
program in a fully safe and compliant manner.

Sincerely,

~ Dan Corti, Radiation Safety Officer
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This lett¢r reviewed and approved by

ZA/ / / Date | \5/' /26‘%{

Dan Dwyer, PhD /
Vice President for Research and Development

M ///} Date S 25-0 6
Keith Parker, Ph.D.’ -
Radiation Safety Committee, Chair
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