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.;Thndingi ffredIodyiunity activists who have sup-
* by apoflteliird to detar e :prtdthe business since its in- .
theullc'a.*pe~epbion sout ;.ception, it really showed how.-

.as toCi~nttro.,Specialis.ts',of. e'A've all done our homework
fer~ed :soieiisi~ghtfl.~orclu ,,ovoer thelast decade regarding
sions autAhdiews residen~ts!; .radioactive waste. Residents,

sa3ytose iost :,cal-nespecil81y those in Andrews
':itoens -ar .savvy,:bunch; CDunty, know far more than.

Co.",t eames W thetop of Snany do in other areas of the
'WC~ t ~evye1 radwact~ve untzyDbecause they were edu-

-asteand,.hepiES project and cated wit theafacts about the
.p'pr'op6ec e. £'test react~or.' ,,issue satthe very beginning.

-,, selce'wti Tsece tizen were given the
:&.Assciates did theresearch ..facts about radioactive waste
.by-poing resdents An. A si ' and how it can' be safely stored
'ad .iii 'urhounding counties,. i"n far wes~tarnAndrewe County:

d .he dat'a hecollected iand in doing so bring jobs and

showed that, tyshdlanrge, or. ithe beginning of econmic de-
.over 60percent- ot Andrewsvelopient to our county. In

iresidents have afavoirable opint; other:words as James Roberts.'

ioojgeration ... ,-aa used to siay, turn our I iabilities.

y contactiig. aseiable au. A.into assets,

.aiejn~ce liviing in ew's4> 'a~rwestern.Andrews County

:GaainesCountyand~esCount . haisdeep beds.ofred clay, which.
N.M tlhie poll-sters asked sevdoffer a great additional buffer

orzal questionsabou't WSad :for.,holding non-liquid waste. it

the bottimline wae tfiat resi 'alsoa..is.remote and located away
.aents feel comfortabl&e withthe . frora a major population cen-

.company'oprtionr including'I ,ter and, as we all. know, it only

dthe" h andlfingoflo'wlevel radio .averages between 10-15 inches

:activewast ',of rain- annually. And more im-
f; .: ;;~., . E. ... . ....:Y'Ifatwhnte qusiu .Pot ~tY, an active partof the

..zeroedl in oizra"dioactive waste, Ogallala underground aquifer'

the response':from residentsi ,dopsn'trun thatfarwest..:

::.was venio~raavorabla.- .nhe ;AII of the components re-

.polling pei; who is hled" sultedin an ideal spot-for dis-

quart~red. inAustiand: hjas posing of haziirdous and low-.

>dorie poli~ng w since the late -j.level radioac~tive waste.. It's pro- .
l98Os, appedevensurprised ' vided good jobs for A ndrews

at: the resp se 'of 'people ounty:and Lea County, and it
-qhiizzed about s 'ch .- a provided a greatly needed ser-:

oftentimes controivesial sub- ivice for the state and country

ject.- -.Many, many hospitals and

W,,- hile the .percentg of fa. other facilities currently store.

vorble 'opinions" froi resi- low-level -radioactive waste in

dents living outside the county basements and other urban

wasn't.as high as thosie living;areassome in non-secure situ-

.ini-ide' the 'coun~ty, it 'stitll was: 'ations...:E.:s."..
positive ' 'So while the numbers in the

~hile tlie response to the poll polls may have surprised some,

was positiveforWOSandcoin- ' See LINES Page16

they only reaffirmed what
many Andrews residents al-
ready know. That you can take
something dangerous and do
something safe with it to the
benefit of all concerned, just
like we've done for decades in
the oil industry.

It's no wonder that the LES
project was steered to this
area. With support from not
only Andrews County but New
Mexico residents and politi-
cians, the site was easily deter-
mined and, following hearings
by the National Regulatory
Commission, approved for con-
struction, which is due to start
this summer.

And, no doubt, the fact that
the University of Texas of the
Permian Basin and General
Atomics, with local support,
decided our county would be a
great place for a new type of
test reactor.

Midland and Odessa con-
curred and, with donations
from the city and county and
Midland, Odessa and private
sources, that project is being se-
riously explored and would be
another major asset for our
county, our area and us.

All these topics received posi-
tive feedback during the tele-
phone interviewing.

It confirms what I've said for
years. Give the public the facts,
and they'll make the right de-
cisions.
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survey results avor WCS disposa license
BySAMKAUMAN '. schobl of Ecali that nearly two- * S'-'-- . -.O..

; Staff 'porteX "thirds of thoie surveyed in ' , ' -'..
Andrews County support the idea ... ==. C ntro

'Arecent telephone surieyper- ofWCSprovidingdisposaloflow- Control
ningin part to iews'about dis-' level radioactive wasteidt its site Specialists is:s.9al of low-level 'iadioactive' near the Texas/New Mexico bor -' in thre maidst
W at material shouald assiist der. - .* of prun

Waste Contrql SpeciaIist-LLC of 7Waste 'Control Specialists is license to
A. dr;ews County in its effort to presentlyinvolvedin alengthyap- dispose of

,omne licensed in that capacity. plication process that began in, lhw-leve.,oimirvey results were presented 2004 to become licensed for dis- radioactive
WyMichael Baselice ofBaselice & posal of low-level waste. the;Associates, In.a teAndrews -.The Texias Commitsion on En-. wsite piTuhed
unty Commissioners' Court vironmental Qualityrequired the' site pictured1eting Mondayinorning at the recent telephone survey as part
rthouse. ,.. of the appli ation process. Sur.vey- hazardous

Baselice told 'a large gatheringd results thagcoS Ir d local sup-
isisting of county, city and Seei SUTRVEY PageS . adil
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port for theicenseto WCSof ' 'f ' t' -cals will soon be submnitted for d toh
state revew> 

1 
-

A draft license and hearingnuo- ' .~

tieswillbe published by TCEQ in 7.
July of 2006, according to a mop ft, . -' q a otiheline asheet providedby WCSup m i near Euie N

fromthere,ayear-vongcontey tMe . was' in 519 and crt em- #ievg$6A ̀ fiiaring pero ilbgn_.e
!ext September.Thaculdi

Iion by TCEQ omsioesf

Phzine Survey Promising
The positive phone survey re-

suits should help WCS* clear the
socioeconomic hurdle in the .ap-
plication process, according to.
WCS President Rod Baltzer.
About 65 percent of those sur-
veyed in. Andrews County sup-'

A,, Srtd dispos, a 2o-r lowa-level ra-3 m
L dilactive wsastehei'ehile only '-6 percent 'were fagains t it," : -
BaseMc said.

"The seresultr confirm what Cut 6
we've told (the TCEQJ,` Baltzer
.said. 'This iurvey helps pro've it, .nhdit dreshe tetipoint that 

A . . !i ~ re'v madesure people heposi.W~s) 6 currentlytoring lie.(2) waste from'Ohio arid is in the.poesd f getitn glicen sedtof$1ose000tore sitei iibrme .suppor 605 interviews for topics ranging landfills.Those targeted landfill dio f to i rou-l ghv exposure toWCS CheesltantsIc. ta currently
Baltzeraddedthata similarli from low-level waste disposal to aresa go along with WCS' exist- neutron radiation. It typically being stored at the WCS facilityconseapplication for low-lever supportrses for apbpoi- tsed t ingRce SCAh ous Cland- cosists ofcontaminated protec. .The phone survey by Easelicewaste dioposal at Sierra Blanca nucleSar"reasor in Andrews fill- a- ones ddexa .nsiots overs anducti b A sioterc alsonedp

ancpaiiteofCithm- ateCntolaeaisis n ead expansion wand aw tieshoe rctovers an clotraiong Asitofia$38,025c tlso rnc Texa

in 1984 was shot down largely County, and the upcoming can Posed Ue.(2) landfill location wiping rags, mops, filters, reac- questions about support of theWue o npubcoutcry. Accordi gto itruction of a uranium enrich- Waste Control Specialists, tor water treat.' ent residues Proposed.tesinucleart reactorthe vast majority of public sup- ment facility near Eunice, New whiczhbegan receivingbhazardous equipment and tools, me'dicaf 'project for Axidrews' County. IRe-port fromsthi recent survey, that Mexico. .o f .pni wanite in 1997 and currently emo - tubes, swabs, injection needle suts revealed a high rate ofwont be the case with -WCS in The phonesurvy yincluded 300 ploys mrfore than 100, would add syringes, and laboratory animal Andrews County residents whoAndrewsCounty, officialsebelieve. random interviews in Texas, and 25 employees if approved for-the carcasses andutissues. favored the projet, Baselice said..In politics, a v-to-1 approval 305 more from iNew Mexico resi- a low-level disposal license. If approved fr the low-level 'The test 'nuclear reactorrerate makes a politician. happ, dents, Baselice said. Amajority, Asit stands nowthere are only disposal license, WCS would op- ceived' 70 percent support informer U.S. Congressman and throughout 'the entire calling two other sites in the Unitead erate the services, but the state Andresvs'Csunty and56 percentWCS eprsesnaltie Knt Ha tce area supported low-level rad.oac- States thh t can dispose- of low- and federal government would support'In the whole callingatting. But a tive waste disposal by WCS. level radioactive waste, Jones tak" title to it. The state opera- area, he noted.approv iatesahIyc. Of those surveyed inaAndrews' sad. l L as icue i Ltion would include alO percent e l n o
h uee snm t County, 67 percent favored stor- Ile North Carolina facility is tax rate that would ben'split be.. Otheritem&.o repeope s wr uthtagte oflow-evelradioactive waste, approaching capacity, and wb l ac- tween Andrews County and the -Commissioners approved payGWSidigteoehps.66 percent were 'in favor of pro- cept waste only from its compact state. In addition to its applica- mento of100,000 toArenaDesigntiespoticess' '' ceasing it, and 65 percent sup- area beginning in 2008. High tax tion for low-level disposal, WCS Consultants Inc. for stamped en-Officials also said that, although ported disposal, according to ratea have also made the North is waiting to become licensed for 'gineered drawings for the multi-Public aupport is key in the appli- Baselice's figures. Carolina site unappealing to lle.(2)wastedisposal.Thatwaste purpose arena.'-cation process, the science aspect -WCS Treats LLW *many, Jones added. consists of tailings produced by -Co isonr approved pay-:and capabilitieso0f'WCSis the na- Waste Control Specialists is 'I read that. it was costing the extraction or concentration of ment of $38,025 to Trans Texas'jor criteria to'become licensed, currently licensed to store and about $500 per cu~bic foot (for dis- uranium or thorium from pro- Tennis Inc. for construction of a'Waste Control Specialists' Vice treat low.-level radioactive waste., posal),' he noted. "There are a ceased ore., basketball court at the Lincoln'Pj'esident and General Manager with approval of the pending li- number of people closely follow- 'Jones said WCS could possibly Center.

perfectlysmeets the lcrtia. 'm- miettedt disqposeW :rhq pe-Jgorcense process. There are be licensed for Ille.(2) waste dis- I-Commissioners approv'edperfctl mets te ctera. itte todisoselow-level mate- a lot of utility companies inter- posal by August. That would al- Sparks Pump Services for reno-''Wene definitely have the science rial received from its three-state ested, and state and federal in- low for what will eventually total vation of the pump station at theadof it covered,' Jones said of compact, and from throughout terest, along with a myriad of 40 shipments of mill tailings of golf course. The service will costWCS possessing all the right spe- the United States, Jones said, other people who need waste dis- uranium coming from Ohio to be $34,300.cialists. . Waste Control Specialists has posal.' disposed of at a WCS landfill. -Commissioners approved theBaselice & Associates, Inc. was already designated adjacent loca- Low-level waste includes items Large 20,000-pound containers part-time employment of Sherihired by WCS to perform a thor- tions for the proposed federal and contaminated with radioactive that include waste encased in Delgado as a dispatcher with theough phone survey that included Texas-Compact low-level disposal mate:rial or that have become ra- steel casks inside concrete from sheriff's dep~artment.
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W EST TEXAS AND EAS.T NEW
MEXICO ADULT SURVEY

January 21-23, 2006

N = 605 Total Sample respondents

margin of error: + 4.1%

n=172 Andrews County respondents

margin of error: + 7±4%
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QUALIFICATIONS / EXPERIENCE

Baselice & Associates, Inc. is a national research organization that has conducted
projects across a broad range of issues and topics. Michael Baselice, owner of
Baselice & Associates, Inc., has conducted over 1,200 quantitative and
qualitative research projects over the last 16 years.

Public policy survey research performed by Baselice & Associates includes
business and economic issues ranging from tax/revenue, tort reform, and
construction issues such as highway, school, and stadium bond measures.
Additionally, social issue research has been conducted in areas ranging from
education and health care to gaming and safety issues.

Michael received his Bachelor of Science cum laude in Commerce and
Engineering from Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Baselice & Associates, Inc. was retained to perform a random telephone survey
to identify public attitudes related to Waste Control Specialists LLC's (WCS)
operations and the proposed management of low-level radioactive waste in
Andrews County. The survey included open-ended questions related to the
public's understanding of WCS and perceived positive and negative impacts of
WCS in Andrews County.

The purposes of the survey were:

To measure awareness of various facilities and to gauge reaction to any
information seen, read, or heard recently about specific facilities.

To assess support for various processes including disposal of radioactive waste.

To measure attitudinal statements regarding disposal of radioactive waste.
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DATA COLLECTION

Interviewing specialists, under contract to Baselice & Associates, Inc., conducted
data collection for the survey on January 21-23, 2006. All interviewing specialists
received a half-hour training session and were required to perform simulated
interviews before beginning actual data collection activities. In addition,
interviewers were continualv ymonitored to ensulre the highest level of qualifu was
maintained.

The average length of each completed survey was 14.5 minutes. Data were
interactively collected during the interview phase utilizing computer-assisted
telephone interviewing (CATI) software. CATI interviewing was essential to the
research process to ensure the proper randomization of questions and that the
information was collected in the most efficient manner.
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INTERVIEW AREA WITH CITIES
LOVINGTON

79323 SEAGRAVES
7935988260
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88242

21 mi

79331
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23.5 mi

3256

49mi
MMMMM
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SAMPLE QUOTAS
I I I f f I I I L

LODVINGTON
79323

7935988260

88242

79331

79300

MRJ

1256

79700 79700
Ector
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SRH ABOUT UT of PERMIAN BASIN NUCLEAR REACTOR

Q18. Have you seen, read, or heard
anything recently about the
proposed University of Texas of the
Permian Basin nuclear reactor in
Andrews County?

Q19. And have you seen, read, or heard
this recent information about the proposed
nuclear reactor ...

D Total
sample

I Andrews
County

0

E
co
to

0
I--

0

0
0
I.

'V

65%

35%

24%

8%

. 0

From a public
meeting or forum

From a
news report

By talking
with people
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SRH ABOUT UT of PERMIAN BASIN NUCLEAR REACTOR
CZ Total sample * Andrews County

Q20. And in your own words, please describe what you have
seen, read or heard about the proposed nuclear reactor?

39%

25%

5%
I 7' ' 'I00T 770r V

6% 6%
11 � � ��'

Positive Negative Operations Unsure /
comments comments no answer

Q21. Has what you have seen, read, or heard given you a more
positive or more negative image of the proposed nuclear reactor?

51%

6% 8% 11% 14%
3% 50/

I 8: f 7
I I m

Positive Negative No difference Unsure /
refused
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FAVOR / OPPOSE STATEMENTS

Q27. Generation of electricity, heat, and
hydrogen by a nuclear reactor in
Andrews County. 13%

Net
Impact
+30%

+52%

Q26. Enrichment of uranium by the
National Enrichment Facility east of
Eunice in Lea County, New Mexico.

23%

31%

+28%

+31%
.

Q24. Processing of low level radioactive
waste by Waste Control Specialists
in West Andrews County, Texas.

Q23. Storage of low level radioactive
waste by Waste Control Specialists
in West Andrews County, Texas.

Q25. Disposal of low level radioactive
waste by Waste Control Specialists
in West Andrews County, Texas.

13% +19%

+39%

+18%

+42%

+17%

+40%

14%

Total sample D Favor
Andrews Co. N

Oppose
0

D1 No Difference /
2 Unsure

Baselice & Associates #00883
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Opinion Research for Decision Making
in Politics and Public Affairs

4131 Spicewood Springs Road Office: 512-345-9720
Suite 0-2 Fax: 512-345-9740
Austin, TX 78759 email: mikebgbaselice.com

Baselice & Associates, Inc. conducted a telephone survey of N=605 adults in selected ZIP codes in
West Texas and Southeastern New Mexico. Responses to this survey were gathered January 21-23,
2006. All respondents interviewed in this study were part of a fully representative sample based on
the adult population figures for each region in the selected area.

The confidence interval associated with a sample of this type is such that 95% of the time the results
will be within V4.1% of the "true values" where "true values" refer to the results obtained if it were
possible to interview every adult in the selected ZIP codes. The universe for this survey was defined
as residents in the following selected ZIP codes who were 18 years of age or older.

TEXAS (300 interviews) NEW MEXICO (305 interviews)
79360 Seminole, Gaines County 88240 Hobbs, Lea County
79714 Andrews, Andrews County 88231 Eunice, Lea County
79700 Andrews County 88252 Jal, Lea County
79741 Goldsmith, Ector County 88265 Monument, Lea County

Note: The Andrews County portion of the results included 172 interviews.

1. The image of WCS. Waste Control Specialists is 42% positive versus 8% negative. In Andrews
County, the image of WCS is 69% positive versus 5% negative. At 70% positive versus 10%
negative, the image of the WCS facility in Andrews County has a similar image to that of the
organization itself.

2. Slightly over half of respondents (53%) state that WCS handles waste, but nearly seven out often
respondents in Andrews County (69%) indicate the same. Specifically, 20% of all respondents
and 31% of Andrews County respondents accurately state that WCS stores or processes
radioactive waste.

3. A majority of respondents in total sample favor the storage (53%), processing (53%) and disposal
(52%) of low-level radioactive waste at the WCS facility. In comparison, approximately two-
thirds of the Andrews County subsample favors each of these three actions: storage (67%),
processing (66%) and disposal (65%).

4. Support for disposal of low-level radioactive waste reaches 68% among respondents in the total
sample, and 74% among the Andrews County subsample, who know that WCS handles low-level
radioactive waste. This finding shows that knowledge of what the WCS facility does translates
into support.

5. By over a five-to-one ratio, Andrews County residents agree (76%) over disagree (14%) with the
statement: The Waste Control Specialists facility has had a positive impact on the community.
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from PAGEl I
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great economI imcan<
"The numbq..temo~npoe~I yy

L said. i d . -
good jobs .... -it e Wil
economyeand impre

L sout1heast'New- MexIcd _

The DOE'splan is part of Tesid n
Bush's Advanced WPnergy ItltiA :

L ageU..eeg rglobal 'energyi crjy .he2Q n:'
unveiled its,, Global l u~eafc3lrV

Partnership to 1U achiev similr, goats Cli 15y
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auuickto.oin~ou~the. Dartnerhip. nrawdde.'.a-uelslthin a~stoIAgOha in.,Eavannah Rivser
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