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MAY 04 2006

OVERNIGHT MAIL

ATTN: Document Control Desk

Director, Division of High-Level Waste
Repository Safety

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852-2738

REQUEST FOR PETROGRAPHIC THIN SECTION SAMPLES

Our team of scientists from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Los Alamos National
Laboratory, the University of Texas at El Paso, the University of Tennessee, and the University
of Southern California, is currently studying fracture flow, seepage, and radionuclide transport at
the Nopal I natural analogue site in Chihuahua, Mexico. Previous studies conducted by the

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses
(CNWRA), including descriptions of the distribution and nature of uranium mineralization at
Nopal I, have been helpful in our studies to date. We would like to build upon this earlier work
by studying some of the samples that have been previously collected and analyzed by CNWRA.
In particular, we would like to obtain the following five petrographic thin sections, which contain
uranium-bearing mineral phases, for our ion probe studies: :

NOPI-ECP-32
NOPI-ECP-1-TS1
NOPI-ECP-1-TS5
NOPI-ECP-30-TS3
NOPI-271-TS9

Any descriptive information relating to these samples would also be greatly appreciated.

- There are no new regulatory commitments in the body of this letter. Please direct any questions
concerning this letter to April V. Gil at (702) 794-5578 or e-mail april_gil@ymp.gov, or contact
Eric T. Smistad at (702) 794-5073 or e-mail eric_smistad@ymp.gov.
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/ Mark H. Williams, Director

OLA&S:AVG-0892 Office of License Application and Strategy
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Director, Division of Hi gh-Level Waste -2-
Repository Safety

cc:
M. G. Bailey, NRC, Rockville, MD

F. D. Brown, NRC, Rockville, MD
Jack Guttmann, NRC, Rockville, MD
Y. S. Kim, NRC, Rockville, MD

D. S. Rom, NRC, Rockville, MD

J. L. Rubenstone, NRC, Rockville, MD
N. K. Stablein, NRC, Rockville, MD
. B. Spitzberg, NRC, Arlington, TX

. D. Wert, Jr., NRC, Arlington, TX

. M. Latta, NRC, Las Vegas, NV

. D. Parrott, NRC, Las Vegas, NV
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P. Lee, ACNW, Rockville, MD
. T. Ryan, ACNW, Rockville, MD
. C. Patrick, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX
udhi Sagar, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX
. R. Egan, Egan, Fitzpatrick, Malsch & Cynkar, Vienna, VA
J. H. Kessler, EPRI, Charlotte, NC
M. J. Apted, Monitor Scientific, LLC, Denver, CO
Rod McCullum, NEI, Washington, DC
W. D. Barnard, NWTRB, Arlington, VA
Pat Guinan, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV
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. R.R. Loux, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV

Alan Kalt, Churchill County, Fallon, NV

Irene Navis, Clark County, Las Vegas, NV

George McCorkell, Esmeralda County, Goldfield, NV
Ron Damele, Eureka County, Eureka, NV

Michael King, Inyo County, Edmonds, WA

Susan Cash, Inyo County, Bishop, CA

Mickey Yarbro, Lander County, Battle Mountain, NV
G. T. Rowe, Lincoln County, Pioche, NV

Linda Mathias, Mineral County, Hawthorne, NV
Dave Swanson, Nye County, Pahrump, NV

Clinton Eldridge, White Pine County, Ely, NV
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R. L. Holden, National Congress of American Indians, Washington, DC




