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From: Roberto Torres 
To: Sidney Hayakawa 
Date: 
Subject: 

Wed, Sep 14,2005 2:20 PM 
Re: Questions on Irradiator at the HNL 

Mr. Hayakawa: 

Here are the answers to your questions. 

1. What type of radiation will be used? 
Answer: Gamma rays. The proposed radioactive material is Cobalt-60 in sealed source form. 

2. Who will be the primary authority that oversees the operation? 
Answer: The primary regulator for the possession and use of radioactive material is the US. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. The agency inspects these types of facilities on a yearly frequency. 

3. What fail safe measures will be in place to ensure the safe 
operation of the irradiator? 
Answer: NRC requires that the applicant have operating and emergency procedures in place, have trained 
personnel, conduct annual safety reviews and performance evaluations, as well as other stringent 
requirements as described in NRC document NUREG-1556, Volume 6, before licensing a facility. The 
irradiator will have fail safe mechanisms to ensure that neither members of the public nor occupational 
workers receives radiation exposures above regulatory limits. 

Attached is pdf copy of NUREG-1556, Volume 6. This document basically tells an applicant what kind of 
information they need to submit to satisfy NRC requirements. 

4. Will spent Cobalt 60 be stored at the airport or near TSA occupied 
spaces? 
Answer: The applicant and the manufacturer will have a contractual agreement stating that the 
manufacturer will take the cobalt-60 sources back when no longer needed. Used Cobalt-60 sources are 
exchanged with new sources inside the pool. Used sources are placed in a transportation approved 
shielded container which will remain in the proposed facility, usually within a few days, until it is 
transported back to the manufacturer (most likely by ship). Additional security measures will be in place for 
this procedure. 

Roberto J. Torres 
Senior Health Physicist 
US. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region IV 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
Nuclear Materials Licensing Branch 
61 1 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 
Arlington, Texas 7601 1 
Telephone 81 7-860-81 89 
Facsimile 81 7-860-81 88 
rjt@nrc.gov 

>>> "Hayakawa, Sidney" <Sidney.Hayakawa@dhs.gov> 09/14/05 1258 PM >>> 
Mr. Torres, 
Allow me to introduce myself. I am the Federal Security Director of the Honolulu International Airport 
(HNL), Transportation Security Administration, Department of Homeland Security. My primary 
responsibility if the screening of passengers, their carry on articles and their checked in baggage. We 
also regulate the airport, the airport operator, the air-carriers and cargo. I am also a tenant of the HNL. 

On behalf of TSA's Occupational Safety & Health Manager, Mr. Brooke Wade Bixler I have the following 
questions regarding the proposed irradiator at the HNL.: 

mailto:rjt@nrc.gov


1. What type of radiation will be used? 

2. Who will be the primary authority that oversees the operation? 

3. What fail safe measures will be in place to ensure the safe 
operation of the irradiator? 
4. Will spent Cobalt 60 be stored at the airport or near TSA occupied 
spaces? 

(Gamma rays, electron beams or x-rays) 

(State, FDA or NRC). 

Sidney A. Hayakawa 
Federal Security Director 
Honolulu International Airport 
(Office) 808-831 -4604 
(Fax) 808-831 -461 9 
sidnev.havakawa@dhs.aov 

cc: Brooke Bixler (E-mail); Jack Whitten; Tony Gaines 




