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Thursday, September 29, 2005 1:06:07 PM 
ACT: Honolulu Irradiator Licensing Application WEIS  Response 

Richelle// 

In your contact with the NRC, you requested that the NRC address if the applicant (Pa'ina Hawaii, LLC) is 
required to develop an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement for its proposed 
irradiator facility. The NRC has provided by regulation that certain licensing and regulatory actions are 
categorically excluded from an environmental review based on a determination that the proposed action 
would not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment. The NRC's 
Statements of Consideration (49 FR 9352, March 12, 1984) for the rule which granted the categorical 
exclusion explains that personnel exposures during the use of irradiators are less than 5% of the limits 
described in 10 CFR Part 20, Standards for Protection Against Radiation. In addition, there are no effluent 
releases resulting from the operation of irradiators. Therefore, 10 CFR 51.22(c)(14)(vii), specifically 
excludes irradiator applicants from the need to develop an environmental assessment or environmental 
impact statement. 

I hope this information is sufficient to answer your question. 
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>>> Richelle Thomson <rthomson@hawaii.edu> 3:17:51 PM 9/27/2005 >>> 
Dear Chief Whitten, 

RE: info pasted at the bottom of this email; Honolulu 
fruit irradiator license application 

I am writing for background information on a new 
license request for an irradiator to be located near 
Honolulu International Airport. 

I am a law student taking a course in Environmental 
Law, and I'm participating in a group that is looking 
at the need for EA or EIS, specifically with respect 
to the proposed fruit irradiator in Honolulu. 

Am I correct that as far as the NRC licensing goes, an 
EA is not required as the irradiator falls into an 
exclusionary category? 

Would an EA or EIS be required or considered as part 
of the building permit process? I'm not clear where 
the environmental review of a project of this nature 
occurs, and I hope you can shed some light on that. 

Thanks so much for your assistance. 
Aloha, 
Richelle Thomson 
(808) 298-6059 

New License Request for Irradiator near Honolulu 
International Airport and Opportunity to Request a 
Public Hearing 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received 
on 
June 27, 2005, from Pa'ina Hawai'i, LLC, a Hawaiian 
owned company, 
an application to build and operate a commercial pool 
type industrial 
irradiator in Honolulu, Hawai'i, near the Honolulu 
International Airport. 
This commercial irradiator will irradiate fresh fruit 
and vegetables 
bound for the mainland from the Hawaiian Islands, 
cosmetics, and pharmaceutical 
products. The irradiator will also be used by the 
applicant to 
conduct research and development projects, and 
irradiate a wide range 
of other materials as specifically approved by the NRC 
on a case-bycase 
basis. Before approving the proposed license, the NRC 
will need to 
make the findings required by the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954, as amended, 
and NRC's regulations. An environmental assessment for 



this licensing 
action is not required, since this action is 
categorically excluded under 
the provisions of 10 CFR 51.22(c)(l4)(vii). The NRC 
hereby provides 
notice that this is a proceeding on a license 
application. Any person 
whose interest may be affected by this proceeding and 
who desires to 
participate as a party must file a written request for 
a hearing and a 
specification of the contentions which the person 
seeks to have litigated 
in the hearing. For more information contact Jack E. 
Whitten, Chief, 
Nuclear Materials Licensing Branch, Division of 
Nuclear Materials Safety, 
Region IV, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 61 1 
Ryan Plaza Drive, 
Suite 400, Arlington, Texas, 7601 1, telephone (817) 
860-8197, facsimile 
(817) 860-8263: or by e-mail: jewl@nrc.qov (see, 70 
F.R. 44396, 
August 2, 2005, for other important details). 

cc: Chuck Cain; Karla Fuller; Leonard Wet? 




