May 1, 2006

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk

Mail Stop: OWEFN P1-35

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Gentlemen:

In the Matter of ) Docket No. 50-296
Tennessee Valley Authority )

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT (BFN) - UNIT 3 - BOILING WATER REACTOR
VESSEL INTERNALS PROJECT (BWRVIP) - NOTIFICATION OF DEVIATION FROM
BWRVIP-76, BWR CORE SHROUD INSPECTION AND FLAW EVALUATION GUIDELINES

In accordance with a prior agreement with the NRC, BWR utilities
that are part of the Boiling Water Reactor Vessel and Internals
Project (BWRVIP) agreed that participating licensees will provide
timely notification to the NRC staff of a decision by the licensee
to not fully implement the applicable BWRVIP product. Therefore,
TVA i1s providing notification that BFN Unit 3 will not fully
implement the subject guidance of the BWRVIP with respect to welds
H6 and H7 on the Core Shroud contained in BWRVIP-76, (BWR Core
Shroud Inspection and Flaw Evaluation Guidelines).

A deviation disposition was prepared, reviewed, and approved in
accordance with BWRVIP-94, Revision 1, BWR Vessel and Internals
Project Program Implementation Guide, and TVA internal procedures.
The deviation disposition provides assurance that there are no
safety implications or reliability concerns with the deviation.

The BFN Unit 3 deviation concerns two Items; (1) BFN Unit 3 is not
meeting the two-sided volumetric examination requirement as
stipulated by BWRVIP-76 for a Category C Shroud, and (2) due to
vendor difficulties, BFN Unit 3 exceeded the periodicity
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requirements stipulated by BWRVIP-76 for Core Shroud Horizontal
Welds H6 and H7 regarding the reinspection interval. TVA has
performed plant-specific analyses to demonstrate that adequate
margin exists for continued operation with Core Shroud Horizontal
Welds H6 and H7 in their present evaluated condition through the BFN
Unit 3, Cycle 13 fuel cycle. Additionally, TVA plans to resolve
this issue by scheduling examinations for these welds during the BFN
Unit 3, Cycle 13 refueling outage (Spring 2008), and by selecting a
vendor that has inspection tooling capable of achieving a two-sided
ultrasonic examination for Core Shroud Horizontal Welds H6 and H7.

This deviation is effective for the current BFN Unit 3, two-year
fuel cycle (Cycle 13-Spring 2006 to Spring 2008) only. This
notification is being transmitted for information only. TVA is not
requesting any specific action from the NRC.

There are no new regulatory commitments in this letter. If vyou
have any questions, please contact me at (256) 729-2636.

Sincerely,
Original signed by:
William D. Crouch

Manager of Licensing
and Industry Affairs

cc: See Page 3
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cc: (Via NRC Electronic Distribution):
Ms. Meena Khanna, BWRVIP Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint, North
(MS 09H4)
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2739

Mr. Malcolm T. Widmann, Branch Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8931

NRC Resident Inspector
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
10833 Shaw Road

Athens, Alabama 35611-6970

Ms. Margaret Chernoff Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint, North

(MS 08G9)

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2739

Ms. Eva A. Brown Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint, North

(MS 08G9)

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2739

Mr. Randy Stark

EPRI BWRVIP Program Manager
P.O. Box 10412

3412 Hillview Avenue

Palo Alto, California 94303

Mr. Robert Carter

EPRI BWRVIP Assessment Manager
EPRI NDE Center

P.O. Box 217097

1300 W. T. Harris Boulevard
Charlotte, North Carolina 28221
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DTL:JWD:BAB

cc: M. Aukland, POB 2C-BFN
Bajestani, NAB 1A-BFN
S. Bhatnagar, LP 6A-C
C. Fornicola, LP 6A-C
G. Jones, POB 2C-BFN
F. Marks, PAB 1C-BFN
W. Morris, BR 4X-C

J. 0’'Grady, PAB 1E-BFN
W. Singer, LP 6A-C

J. Vigluicci, ET 11A-K
NSRB Support, LP 5M-C
EDMS WT CA-K

HXRTOXHG P IWE
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