May 1, 2006
LICENSEE: PSEG NUCLEAR, LLC.
FACILITY: HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MARCH 29, 2006, CATEGORY 1 MEETING WITH PSEG
NUCLEAR LLC, REGARDING PLANNED APPLICATION FOR EXTENDED
POWER UPRATE FOR HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION (TAC MD0510)

On March 29, 2006, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with representatives
of PSEG Nuclear LLC (PSEG), the licensee for the Hope Creek Generating Station (Hope
Creek), to discuss PSEG's plans to apply for an extended power uprate (EPU) for Hope Creek.
The NRC staff considers an EPU to be any uprate in excess of approximately 8%, and typically
involving major plant modifications to achieve the higher power level.

As background, PSEG had applied for an EPU at Hope Creek on November 7, 2005. The NRC
staff performed an acceptance review, in accordance with its procedures, using its experience
with previous EPU applications and the guidance in RS-001, “Review Standard for Extended
Power Uprates.” The NRC staff determined that the application did not contain sufficient
information regarding the effects of higher flow rates that result from the higher power level,
particularly with respect to the steam dryer. The NRC staff and PSEG discussed these
concerns on December 20, 2005. On February 2, 2006, the NRC staff explained that it did not
find the application acceptable due to the amount of work required to address the issues.
PSEG withdrew the amendment by letter dated February 10, 2006.

During the meeting, the licensee discussed its plans for evaluating the effect of higher flow
rates. The licensee discussed the susceptibility review that was being performed on all plant
equipment. Equipment that is determined to be susceptible to degradation due to higher flow
rates will be further evaluated for acceptability or corrective actions.

The majority of the meeting was spent discussing the licensee’s evaluation of the steam dryers.
PSEG discussed the combination of computational fluid dynamics, acoustic circuit models, and
finite element analyses that would be used to predict the loads and stresses on the steam
dryer, and how online measurements would be used to verify the predictions. PSEG compared
and contrasted their approach to similar EPU applications, and discussed their treatment of
uncertainty in the models.

The meeting notice indicated that a portion of the meeting would be closed to discuss
proprietary information related to the acoustic circuit model, but no proprietary information was
discussed.

The licensee also discussed other items, such as the license condition related to feedwater
temperature reduction and the NRC staff’s plans to perform audit calculations.
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A list of meeting attendees is enclosed. No handouts or presentation materials were used at

the meeting.

Please direct any inquiries to me at 301-415-1321 or snb@nrc.gov.

Docket No. 50-354

Enclosure:
1. Attendee List

cc w/enclosure: See next page

Sincerely,

/RA/

Stewart N. Bailey, Sr. Project Manager
Project Directorate |

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Hope Creek Generating Station
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Mr. William Levis

Senior Vice President & Chief Nuclear
Officer

PSEG Nuclear LLC - N0O9

Post Office Box 236

Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

Mr. Dennis Winchester

Vice President - Nuclear Assessments
PSEG Nuclear
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Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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