June 16, 2006

ORGANIZATION: Nuclear Energy Institute

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF A MEETING HELD ON MARCH 23, 2006, BETWEEN THE
U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF AND THE
NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff (NRC or the staff) held a meeting on

March 23, 2006, with the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) to discuss a proposed Interim Staff
Guidance for License Renewal (LR-ISG) associated with the corrosion of the Mark | steel
containment drywell shell. NEI, in a telephone conference call with the staff on January 31,
2006, (ADAMS Accession Number ML060170544), requested an opportunity to provide
comments on the need for an LR-ISG. Enclosure 1 provides a listing of the participants,
including those that participated via telephone conference. Enclosure 2 shows the handouts
used during the meeting. A summary of the discussion follows:

NEI indicated, in its presentation, that this issue is addressed within the existing regulatory
framework, specifically in responses to Generic Letter (GL) 87-05, “Request for Additional
Information - Assessment of Licensee Measures to Mitigate And/Or Identified Potential
Degradation of Mark | Drywells,” and that an LR-ISG is not needed for license renewal. In
addition, NEI also indicated that the refueling seal does not meet the scoping criteria of

10 CFR 54.4 and that plant design features protect the drywell shell against exterior corrosion.
NEI concluded that plants have sufficient design features and continue to perform activities
ensuring the drywell integrity which therefore, eliminates the need for actions beyond those
required by GL 87-05. NEI also requested an opportunity to comment on the proposed LR-ISG
language if the NRC intends to proceed with the proposed LR-ISG.

The purpose of the proposed LR-ISG is to provide clarification to the guidance document to
reduce the number of RAIs. The proposed LR-ISG imposes no additional requirements and
provides a way to formalize an applicant’s LRA that would provide the staff with the information
required to perform its review.

The staff agreed with NEI that corrosion of the Mark | steel containment drywell shell is not a
new issue, however, with respect to the responses provided by the licensees as a result of

GL 87-05; the staff needs more recent information of inspections to be included in the
application to determine whether the containment will perform its intended function for the
period of extend operation. In addition, the staff needs assurance that the wall thickness of the
containment shell is greater than the minimum thickness, based on design code of record,
before entering the period of extend operation and that it can be maintained above the
minimum wall thickness based on projection (trending) for an additional 20 years of extend
operation.
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NEI asked whether this issue should be a Part 50 concern. The staff indicated that it is being
reviewed and will provide generic communication to the industry, if necessary.

The staff also provided answers to questions from the public. The majority of the questions
from the public were related to the design and operation of the drywell. The staff explained that
the public will have an opportunity to provide comments on the proposed LR-ISG once it is
developed, since it will be published for comment in a Federal Register notice.
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Note to: Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) from Linh N. Tran, Dated: June 16, 2006

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF A MEETING HELD ON MARCH 23, 2006, BETWEEN THE
U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) STAFF AND THE
NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI)

ADAMS ACCESSION NUMBER: PKG: ML061070126
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