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Date of Call: February 9, 2006 

This summary is presented in the same general order as the items were discussed on the 
conference call. The participants were as follows: 

NRC Attendees State of California Attendees 

Janet Schlueter, Director 

Linda McLean RSAO 
John Zabko, STP 
Kathleen Schneider, STP 
Osiris Siurano, STP 
Aaron McCraw, STP 

Larry Barrett, Division of Food, Drug & Radiation 

Ed Bailey, Radiological Health Branch (RHB) 
Gary Butner, RHB 
Phillip Scott, RHB 
Robert Cabral, RHB 
Victor Anderson, RHB 

State and Tribal Programs (STP) Safety 

The purpose of the conference call was to discuss the updated Program Improvement Plan (the 
Plan) and the status of the ten recommendations issued to California during the 2004 IMPEP 
review. NRC staff opened the call with introductions and initial statements. After the 
introductions, California addressed questions regarding the updated Plan, submitted to NRC on 
January 27,2006. NRC acknowledged the progress that has been made on the. 
recommendations. 

Recommendation 1 - Program Resources 

Status: RHB received approval for an additional nine positions. RHB has conducted interviews 
for three of the nine approved positions. Three applicants have been offered employment. 
Inspection, Compliance, and Enforcement section has three vacant positions: two for the south 
offices and one in the Berkeley office. Two applicants have been interviewed for the south 
office. Next week other applicants are scheduled to be interviewed. The licensing section also 
has three vacant positions. Offers have been made to two applicants. They should start in 
approximately 30 days. At the current staffing level, the department is about 85 percent 
staffed. This recommendation remains open 

Recommendation 2 - Location/Security of licensed material - 

Status: All of the licensees and material mentioned in the IMPEP report have been accounted 
for, with one exception. The exception is a licensee that moved to Oregon. The State has 
asked Oregon for assistance in finding the licensee. Oregon has been working with their 
general counsel to work out the legal issues for retrieving the gauge. This recommendation 
remains open 
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Recommendation 3 - Prompt issuance of inspection reports - This recommendation is 
considered closed in the Plan 

Recommendation 4 - Incident and Allegation files being used as a reference for license 
reviewers This recommendation is considered closed in the Plan 

Recommendation 5 - Closing of events reported to Nuclear Material Events Database (NMED) 
This recommendation is considered closed in the Plan 

Recommendation 6 - Prompt reporting of events to NMED -This recommendation is 
considered closed in the Plan 

Recommendation 7 - Tracking of incidents and allegations for proper disposition 
This recommendation is considered closed in the Plan 

Recommendation 8 - Adoption of NRC amendments 

Status: The California staff reviewed the progress of all the outstanding amendments. Two 
regulation packages have been completed. Eight regulation packages are in various stages of 
completion as follows: 

One regulation package was out for public comment in January 2006, and is being prepared for 
final submittal to the Agency, Prevention Services; four packages are in different departments 
within the Agency; and four packages are still in the Radiological Health Branch. 

The State has made little progress in the adoption of these amendments; however, the State 
said that they are committed to concentrating their efforts on the regulations, and are giving 
the utmost management attention to adopting the regulations. An administrative assistant 
position has been approved and will be added to the regulation section to help with the process. 
This recommendation remains open. 

Recommendation 9 - Develop a process for tracking/incorporating/evaluating SS&D defects 
and incidents for possible revaluation of SS&D sheets. This recommendation is considered 
closed in the Plan 

Recommendation 10 - Reevaluation of the NOVA R&D model CINDY neutron device. 
This recommendation is considered closed in the Plan. 

Other topics discussed. 

The follow-up IMPEP Review scheduled for March 27-31, 2006, was discussed. 
The California staff assured the NRC that program improvements are being given the utmost 
management attention and maximum resource allocation that is possible at this time. 

Due to the staff vacancies, RHB discussed the status of their Inspection program. Inspections 
have been timely. RHB stated that only nine inspections have been or will be conducted past 
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the due date, but only by a couple of days. They have accomplished this through 
use of overtime and sending inspectors to other regional offices to help out. 
RHB acknowledged that they have been struggling to keep up with the inspections. 

Attachment: 

California Program Performance Plan - January 27, 2006 
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