
February 7, 2006

Mr. William A. Eaton, Vice President
System Energy Resources, Inc.
Entergy Nuclear, M-ECH-38
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

SUBJECT: REVISION TO THE GRAND GULF FINAL SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT

Dear Mr. Eaton:

On October 21, 2005, the staff issued its final safety evaluation report (FSER) for the
Grand Gulf early site permit (ESP) application, and on December 8, 2005, the staff met with the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) to discuss the staff’s FSER .  By letter
dated December 23, 2005, the ACRS recommended that the staff provide clarification in the
FSER regarding the conclusions on potential hazards posed to the proposed site by explosions
in transportation accidents along the Mississippi River.  After further review, the staff agrees
with the ACRS and has determined that more information is necessary to fully characterize the
potential hazards at the site.  

In its original application, SERI proposed to follow Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.91, “Evaluations of
Explosions Postulated To Occur on Transportation Routes near Nuclear Power Plants,” in
analyzing the hazards identified above.  In light of the issue identified by the ACRS, on
January 13, 2006, the staff held a conference call (ADAMS Accession Number: ML060240253)
with System Energy Resources Inc. (SERI) and requested that SERI provide additional
information to demonstrate how RG 1.91 is being met.  SERI committed to submit a
supplement to the ESP application by February 15, 2006.  As a result, the staff could not
finalize the NUREG for the FSER for the ESP at the Grand Gulf site per the published date of
January 28, 2006.  

Please note that failure to provide an adequate response on the above agreed-upon date may
result in a delay of completion of the staff’s evaluation of this issue.  If you have any questions
or comments concerning this matter, you may contact me at (301) 415-3637 or cja2@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Christian Araguas, Project Manager
New Reactor Licensing Branch
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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