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Supplementary Precedent Information Related to the Palisades Application for Renewed 
Operating License 

In a letter dated March 22,2005, Nuclear Management Company (NMC) submitted an 
Application for Renewed Operating License - Palisades Nuclear Plant. This application 
(LRA) contained a series of tables which reported Palisades' conclusions about aging 
management of structures, systems and components. In addition, using a set of 
standard notes, the tables compared the Palisades conclusions with corresponding 
information in the NRC's NUREG 1801, Generic Aging Lessons Learned Report (GALL), 
January 2001. In the LRA tables, a standard note A through E signified that the line 
item was contained in NUREG 1801 such that a direct comparison could be made 
between the Palisades conclusion and the conclusion already documented by NRC as 
acceptable in NUREG 1801. A note F through J in the Palisades tables indicated that 
the line item was not contained in NUREG 1801. It is our understanding that the NRC 
used these standard LRA notes as one basis for the initial assignments of audits and 
reviews; namely, items with notes A - E and those with established precedents would 
likely have been assigned initially to an audit team, and those with notes F - J without 
precedents would likely have been assigned initially to other NRC technical 
organizations. 

Separately, in April 2005, NMC voluntarily provided to the NRC a tabulation of 
precedents for selected LRA line items which had been judged not to be contained in 
the 2001 revision of NUREG 1801 (i.e., standard note assigned in LRA was F - J). 
Precedent information was provided, where available, to facilitate NRC reviews of items 
that previously had been approved at another facility. The sources cited for the 
precedents were either the January 2005 draft of NUREG 1801, Revision 1 (hereafter, 
draft revision I ) ,  or NRC SERs already issued for renewed licenses of other nuclear 
plants. This precedent tabulation included information for 384 of the LRA aging 
management table line items with notes F - J. This tabulation showed that 323 of the 
384 line items had valid precedents (i.e., could be assigned a standard note A - E) 



based on information in draft revision 1. Precedents for the other 61 line items were 
derived from NRC SERs. 

After the final NUREG 1801, Revision 1 (hereafter, final revision I ) ,  was issued in 
September 2005, the NRC requested information on whether Palisades' precedent 
citations based on the final revision 1 might have changed NRC's initial audit and review 
assignments that had been based on draft revision 1 information. In other words, the 
staff sought to identify any cases where the NMC's cited precedent note A - E based on 
the draft revision 1 would have changed to note F - J if based on the final revision 1. 
This letter provides that information. 

In response to this request, NMC re-reviewed those 384 precedent citations to 
determine whether any standard note A - E based on draft revision 1 would have 
changed to a note F- J based on the final revision 1. NMC concluded that the original 
323 precedent citations with standard note A - E would remain note A - E using the final 
revision 1. Thirty-five of the SER precedent citations would still rely on the cited 
precedents from other plant SERs since the final revision 1 did not address the line 
items. The twenty-six remaining items, which had SERs cited as precedents, could be 
changed to notes A - E based on new line items in the final revision 1; however, these 
line items would still remain audit team responsibility since they would continue to have 
valid precedents. These twenty-six items that could cite valid precedents from the final 
revision 1 (i.e., precedent could be changed from SER to note A - E) are categorized as 
follows: 

Twenty five of the line items involved structural elastomers (seals, gaskets, and 
moisture barriers) that were not included in the 2001 or January 2005 draft 
versions of NUREG 1801, but they had been evaluated and accepted by NRC in 
previous SERs. The final revision 1 contains a new line item lll.A6-12 that 
includes a material 1 environment 1 aging effect / and program combination 
consistent with the Palisades LRA, and would have allowed assignment of a 
standard note A. 

One item involved a heat exchanger component in the Emergency Power System 
that is made of copper alloy in a treated water environment being managed for 
heat transfer degradation by the Closed Cycle Cooling Water Program. NMC 
had cited another plant's SER as the precedent for aging management. The final 
revision 1 contains a new line item Vll.C2-2 for heat exchanger tubes made of 
copper alloy in a treated water environment with a heat transfer degradation 
aging effect being managed by the Closed Cycle Cooling Water Program. This 
new line item was consistent with the Palisades LRA, and would have allowed 
assignment of a standard note A. 

In summary, the basis for NRC's initial internal audit and review assignments for aging 
management results would not have been any different if the NMC precedent citations 
had been based on the final revision 1 of NUREG 1801 instead of the January 2005 
draft of revision 1. 



A review was also performed of the exceptions and associated precedents identified in 
the Aging Management Program descriptions in the LRA. Where a precedent was 
cited in a program description, the draft revision 1 was not used as the source. 
Therefore, the issuance of the final revision 1 of NUREG 1801 had no impact on the 
precedent information cited by NMC for aging management programs. 

Please contact Mr. Robert Vincent, License Renewal Project Manager, at 269-764-2559, 
if you require additional information. 

Summary of Commitments 

This letter contains no new commitments or revisions to existing commitments. 

Paul A. Harden 
Site Vice President, Palisades Nuclear Plant 
Nuclear Management Company, LLC 
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Project Manager, Palisades, USNRC 
Resident Inspector, Palisades, USNRC 
License Renewal Project Manager, Palisades, USNRC 


