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August 22,2005 

NRC Headquarters 
Washington, DC 

RE: Reccwery of Lost Nuclear Gauge 

Dcar Mr. Gott: 

The following is to noti@ that the lost nuclear gauge was recovered today at 
approximately 12:3Opm. A nearby driver, who took it and kept it safe at his office garage 
in Vega Baja, PR., called us when he heard about thc missing gauge in the news. The 
gauge is in perfect physical and hctioning conditions. For further Mmanan, please 
feel fiee to call us. 

Siqcerely, 

MSC-928.138 Am. Wlmton ChureMR. Ssn Juan. PR 009266023 
Phone: (787) 708-29DQ I Fax: (707) 7084020 I E-mall: labwAlary@Qvo+%plor.m 
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August 17: 2005 

N2C Hr?adqumen 
Washington, DC 

RE: Lost Kuclear Gaiigc 

Dear MI.. Gotr: 
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Attached IS the incident report that covers the lost of a nuclear gauge at the Dorado 
project site. If you have any qucstions regarding this report, please feel ffeeto contact 
me ar (797) 708-2999. 

Sincercl:y, 
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lncident Report August 16,2005 

On August 16, 2005, Mr. Roberto J. Gonzblez Alverio was sent to a project in 

Dorado (located on Efrrjn Avmue) to take several compaction test with a CPN MC-1 
nuclear gauge. Approximately at 11120 am, Mr. G o d l e z  Alverio finished all [he 
iieccssay tests and proceeded to secure the nuclear gauge inside its storage case. In the 
process of locking the handle of the gauge and locking thc case, Mr. Gonzalez Alverh 
realizzd he was blocking the conmction traffic. Mr. Gonzilez Alverio decided io pull 
out of the way without securing the case to the vehicle or closing the tailgatc of the pick- 
up. While inside the vehicle, Mr. G o d c z  Alvcrio proceeded to perform the calculauon 
O F  the compaction tests. The construction supervisor approached the vehicle and Mr. 
GonzLlez Alverio handed the results out through the vehicle’s door window. ,Mr 
Goiitalet Alveno then s t a n d  his vehicle and proceeded to return to the officc. After 
three tcns of a mile, Mr. Gonzalez Alverio noticed that the tailgate was still opened and 
rhe nuclear gauge was missing. Mr. G o h l e z  Alverio immediatoly returned io the site to 
recover the nuclear gaugc. Returning to the project sire, Mr. G o d l e z  Alverio looked for 
the nuclcar gauge along the road and thughout the site. Upon reaching the location that 
the gauge was loaded into the pick-up, Mr. Gondlcz Alverio notified the Mr. Rcynaldo 
Rodriguez (Radiation Safety Officer) of the incident. 

MI-. Reynaldo Rodriguez then proceed to notify David Rhoe (Radiation Safely 
Consultant) and together they proceeded to the project site. Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. Rhoe 
arrived at the site at approximatcly 12:30 pm and proceeded to do an investigation of the 
incident. During the investigation. Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. Rhoe retraced the vehicle 
route, spoke with nearby residents that might have seen the gaugc fall from the pick-up, 
talked ta personnel at the project site, and talked with the project supervisor/enginear. 
Since the nuclear gaugc was not recovered, iMr. Rodriguez notified the local police 
department. Officer Rivera (badge ## 27572) filed out the police report ($ 05-7-026-5938) 
documenting the incident. 

Upon returning to the office, Mr. Rodriguez scnt a press release to the local ncws 
stations. newspapers, and radio stations. After notifying the local media stations, ihc 
YRC reZion I1 and NRC hadquarters was then notified or the incident. 

The following corrective action will be taken. A refresher course on Hazmai arid 
security of thc nuclear gauge is scheduled for August 19 for all personnel that handls 
nuclear ~iauges. In addition to the training, Geo-Explor will, review other options in 
securing the nuclear gauge case to the vehicle to prohibit it fiom sliding out of a vehicle. 


