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BEST MEDICAL INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

December 9,2005 

Mr. David Collins 
U.S.N.R.C. Region I1 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 23 T85 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303-893 1 

RE: Incident Report From Hospital 

Dear Mr. Collins: 

On December 6,2005, we were notified by Dr. Hassan Alkatib of Palmetto Baptist Medical 
Center, Columbia, SC of an incident regarding a shipment sent by us on December 1,2005, and 
received by the hospital on December 2,2005. The order contained 100 Iodine-125 seeds in 10 
Mick Cartridges (10 seeds per cartridge) and 10 loose Iodine-125 seeds in a screw cap vial inside 
a stainless steel container. 

Dr. Hassan Alkatib called us in the afternoon of December 6 and informed us that some loose 
seeds came out of the container. He informed us that he did not perform a survey of the package 
prior to opening. However, he performed a wipe test, and everything was normal. The package 
did not exhibit any tampering or damage, and it was intact upon receipt. We told him that it was 
highly improbable that seeds came out, due to the fact that loose seeds are packaged in a stainless 
steel container which has a top cap screwed tightly. Also, there is a plastic security seal to 
indicate tampering. We requested that he check the seal on the container and call us back. He 
agreed. 

Dr. Hassan Alkatib called the next day, along with RSO (Radiation Safety Officer) Lee, and 
spoke with our RSO Billy Bass and our Project Engineer, Rohit Mehta. This time RSO Lee said 
the loose seeds did not come out of the container; they said that one of the Mick Cartridges 
containing Iodine seeds had opened. The RSO hrther indicated that the outside package was 
intact, and when they received the package they did not do a survey of the package. The package 
was opened 4 days after receipt of shipment. 

Best Medical shipping records were checked thoroughly, and we did not discover any 
discrepancy in packaging. The shipment was packaged according to our internal shipping 
procedures. Digital pictures show the correct number of seeds in the cartridges, and the 
cartridges were properly secure. These pictures, along with an e-mail received earlier today from 
RSO Lee, are included in this report. The Mick Cartridges are manufactured by Mick Radio 
Nuclear, Inc., New York. They were inspected by Mick Radio Nuclear when sent to us. We 
also inspected the cartridges prior to loading the seeds in them. 
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Best Medical procedures for shipping seeds in cartridges are as follows: The package consists of 
seeds loaded in cartridges. These cartridges are photographed and the seeds counted in them 
before packaging to make sure we have a record of everything we send out. These cartridges are 
then put inside a zip-lock bag. This bag then goes inside a lead pouch that has a two-inch flap to 
make sure that the contents are secured. This pouch is secured tightly between two foam inserts 
and the box is closed and secured with packing tape. The package is then wipe tested and 
surveyed for loose contamination or radiation. Pictures of the assembly and components are also 
enclosed. FedEx picked up the package on 12/01/05, and no trouble or damage to the package 
was reported to us by Fed Ex. 

Our internal investigation indicates that all procedures were followed, and the package left intact. 
The report from the hospital concluded that the package was intact when received. We find the 
description of the incident given by the hospital staff contradictory and puzzling. We continue to 
investigate this incident. Please feel free to contact me if you need any additional information. 

With kind regards, 

Krishnan Suthanthiran ‘J 
President 
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From: "Rohit Mehta" <rohit@bestmedicaI.com> @ 
To: "Krishnan Suthanthiran" <krish@bestmedical.com> 
Cc: "Carol Grogan" <carol@bestmedical.com> 

Date: 12/09/05 14:25:13 
Subject: Fwd: 1-125 Seed Missing 

F Y I  

----- o r i g i n a l  Message----- 
From: "Kevin Lee" <Kevin. Lee@PalmettoHea1th.orq> 
TO: bbassebestmedi c a l  . com, r o h i  tebestmedi c a l  . com 
Date: F r i ,  09 DeC 2005 14:18:52 -0500 
sub jec t :  1-125 seed M iss ing  

Per our  conversa t ion  on 12/7/05, I am l e t t i n  

o f  t h e  one (1) 300 uCi 1 - 1 2 5  sealed source m iss ing  from t h e  shipment-we 
rece ived a t  our  f a c i l i t y .  seed was d iscovered upon opening 

on 12/7 /05 .  MY r e  u l a t o r  i s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  surveys we d i d  a t our  
f a c i l i t y .  By regu 9 a t i o n ,  I w i l l  p r o v i d i n g  them w i t h  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h i n  30 days. 

I cou ld  n o t  f i n d  t h e  c a r t r i d g e  i n  u e s t i o n .  I have one o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  

posted.  

D i d  you n o t i f y  Fed Ex and t h e  NRC? 

you know t h a t  I n o t i f i e d  my 
r e g u l a t o r  South C a r o l i n a  Department o f  h e a l t  1 and Environmental  Cont ro l )  

Please see t il e s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  I faxed you 
The m i s s i n  

t h e  package on 12/6/05. 

I need t o  ask t o  see i f  they  s t o r e  1 i t  somewhere. I w i l l  keep you 

Kevin Lee 
Rad ia t i on  Sa fe ty  o f f i c e r  
Palmet to  Hea l th  
Pager: (803) 352-0729 

----- 
PALMETTO HEALTH CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
T h i s  message i s  in tended o n l y  f o r  t h e  use of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  e n t i t y  t o  
whi ch i t  i s addressed and may con ta i  n i nforrnat ion t h a t  i s p r i  v i  1 eged, 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  and exempt f rom d i s c l o s u r e  under a p p l i c a b l e  law.  If t h e  
reader  o f  t h i s  message i s  n o t  the in tended r e c i p i e n t ,  you a r e  hereby 
n o t i f i e d  t h a t  any d isseminat ion ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  o r  cop i n g  o f  t h i s  

communication i n  e r r o r ,  p lease n o t i f y  me immediate ly .  
communication i s  s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  by law. I f  you K ave rece ived t h i s  
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