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It is our hope to roc“eed wtth response actions at this Site by workmg on legal and technical
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~ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
% REGION IX
75 Hawthome Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
November 7, 2005
M. Steven Etsitty
Executive Director
Navajo Nation
~Environmental- Protectlon Agency- — o e ,

Dear Mr. Etsitty' | k

-
Thank you for your letter of March 22, 2005.requesting the United States Envnronmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 take the lead for. cleanup of the Northeast Church Rock Mine
(NECR) Site near Gallup, New Mexrco : ‘ l .
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Pursuant to your request EPA Reg;on 9 will proceed as | 1e lead regulatory Agency for the
Northeast Church Rock Mine site in New Mexico. This g tion is also consistent with my May
11" letter and the general consensus developed by all State and Federal agencies and other parties
at the June 23™ meeting in Albuquerque. The EPA has recently received a letter from the New
Mexxco Environment Department (NMED) requestmg assxstance from EPA Region 9, to conduct
a response action at the NECR site. The EPA recogmzes lis letter as the formal request from the
State of New Mexico to assume the lead for this site. The EPA Region 9 will assume the lead for

~thxs site usmg our authonty under CERCLA on all lands recogmzed as Navajo Natlon land
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lssues in addmo ‘0 collaboratmg on and ﬁnalxzmg the consultauon plan. We look forward to

. working with’ NNEPA in the near future on response actxons and are eager to carry the pmject

forward Thank -you for your help in thxs matter.

Kexth Takata, R L
Sl1perﬁmd Division Dlrector :



