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Statement _ssued by United& Nuclear CoZporation
Friday night, July 24

United Nuclear Corporationla fuel recovery plant at Wlood

River Junction., Rhode island, exporienced a nuclear criticality

accident at approximately 6:00 P.Mn., Friday. The plant was occupied '

by Iour enployees at the trTv and iazs inumediately evacuated.

H-Iealth physics personnel £from United Nuclear and the Rhode

Island Office of Civil Defense survoyed the area and were able to

re-enter "he plant at about 9:_0 ?I -.

bposed persoinnel were Lftarne-irrad to Rhode Island Hospital

at Providence for examinatPicn and evaluation of radiation dosages

received. Co;umpany officials stated that all contaminated materials

were restricted to the third floor of the plant tower and there

was no release of radioactive materials outside the plant building.

The accident occurred when a solution containing enriched

uranium was poured from a gecrip.erically safe container into a

larger vessel, in violation of plant safety procedures.

The accident is beins. iavestizated by the X_-W York office of

the Atomic Energy Commission. Additional information will, be

released by United Nuclear after the investigation has been

completed.

Enlr .

Enclosure A
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,- .t, 9 r^

Statemrent Issued by United Nuclear Corporation at 5:30 P.M.
Saturay, July 25, at Wood River Junction, Rhode Island

Continued measurenments of the area surrounding tho Unitad *

Nuclear Fucl recovery plant, here have confirmed that no nuclear

matter was spread beyond the plant. confines. .

Contrany to earlier reportsJ, there uns no nuclear explosion.

The incident consisted of the iss'ioninG of a solution which pro-

duced flash boiling. The radicactive material remained within a

localized 25-foot square area of the plant.*

The incident has been a't`ribu-ted to hurnan element and not

operating procedures or plantO dosi,-,n.

Mr. Robert' Peabody, who was Closest to the radiation bur'st,

is listed as in "fairt" condition aL-, Rhode Island Hospital,

Providenae, where he is being attendod by a team of radiation

specialists. All other employees ware checked at a hospital and

released after confirmation that exposures received were minor..

-Decontamiiinatzion of the plant is expected to talke several

days. The cleaning began Saturday under supervision of United

Nuclear officials. with assistance from the Atomic Energy Com-

mission and the Rhode Island Civil Defense personnel.

Enclosure B
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