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Cm. Veston Thompson -J | | £ x &

Denr Mrs. Thompsonm:

Thank you for your letter dated August 13, 1964, which was forvarded
to the Division of Compliance by the Osk Ridge Operations Office, as
indicated to you in their letter of mcknovledgment dated August 26,
195k,

Shortly after the Atomic Energy Commission wug notified of the
puclear secident gt the United Ruclear Corpormtion's plaat, an AEC
Rzdiclogicsl Emergency Assistance Team arrived &t the ecene and

mede e series of radistion measurements cutside the plant to determine
if there was an immediste hazard to the gensral publie. The results
of this initiel survey revealed that there had been no significant
relenges of radicactive meterisl.

Subsequently, in order to further verify these findings, & series
of comprehensive environmental eir, water, and earth samples were
taken in the vieinity of the plant by representatives of the Atomic
Energy Commission, the United States Public Heslth Serviee, theé Rhode
Yeland State Department of Health, and the United Nuclear Corporstion.
Pome of the water samples were from the Pawesmtuck River. The results
of the enslyses of these esvironmental samples revesled no radio-

- gpotivity above matural background. This was verified by comparison
with preoperationnl enviroumeatal samples taken by the United Huclear
Corporetion prior to thelr obiaining an AEC license.

Therefore, there is no radistion hazard in the vieinity of the plant
or in the Pawcatuck River. An eppropriste public snnouncement to
this effect wog made ghortly after the muclear aceldent occurred.

Ag you ere sware, the water in the river is checked periodieally
for radicactivity. Our regulstions require that & licensee repert
10 us immedistely any uncontrolled release of significant amounts
of redicactive material. In such an event, the company or

the Comnission would {mmedistely take steps to inform the public.

Intormatien i this record was deleted
&m@mmﬂw the Freedom of Information
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Mre. Heston Thompson -2

Ve consider that dny risk to the publie from {he operation of the
United Muclesxr plant is fer toc mmaldl to justify the concern that
you express. Ferhaps the following brief explanation will be helpful.
The effects of exposure 1o radistion from rzdicactive materiasls
depend upon the level or intensity of the ysdiation end the total
length of time the exposure exists. People bave slvays been exposed
to redioactivity-~in the air they breathe, in the food they eat, and
in the water they drink or in which they swim. This radicactivity
ve can measure. Our statement mbove, that umslysis of samples

from the river showed no activity sbove backgrowmd, means that the
level of radicsctivity of the river in the vicinity of the plant is
not meagursbly different from the level that we would rind if the
plant had never existed. Ievels of radiosciivity many thousands

of times as high a5 thege wiuld not represent a sericus hayard over
& period of hours or even of & fev days. We believe that the pocie
dental release of enough radicastivity into the river from this
plant to repressol sn epprecisble risk to your children, es & result
of an exposure for the length of time reguired to provide adequate

-werning, cannot oCcur.

V& recognize ymxr coneern in this matter and your interest is
epprecisted. Eaclogsed are five copies of this letter for distribu-
tion to the cother signers of your letter. If we can be of further
Belp to you, please feel free to call on us.

Very truly yours,

Original signed 0 |
L D. Low

Iswrence D. Iow, Director
Division of Complisnce
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