
December 5,2005 

Freedom of lnformation and Privacy Act Officer 
Office of the Chief lnformation Officer 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 

Pursuant to the Freedom of lnformation Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, and U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) conforming regulations at 10 C.F.R. Part 
9, Subpart A, I respectfully request the agency records described below. 

The requested agency records are associated with a facility licensed by 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC): Fansteel, Inc. (or their subsidiary, 
FMRI, lnc.), Muskogee, Oklahoma; NRC Docket No. 40-7580, NRC License No. 
SMB-911. 

I Reauested Records 

December 1993 "Technical Report Remediation Assessment, Fansteel, 
Inc.," by Earth Sciences Consultants, Inc., Volumes I-IV (approximately 1,600 
pages), under cover of a letter dated December 28,1993. The NRC accession 
number for the complete agency record package (cover letter, Technical Report, 
and accompanying drawings) is 9401240039. 

Request all documents that are part of the package (9401240039). 

Request paper-to-paper reproduction if the fiche to paper reproduction is 
not clear and readable. Request that any oversize drawings be reproduced in 
the original format. If there are several formats, request all format versions. 

Reauest to Expedite Reauest 

The requested records are records that pertain to radioactive and 
contaminated materials under NRC license that have been proposed to be 
shipped through Grand and San Juan Counties in southeastern Utah to a 
uranium recovery facility for processing and disposal as part of the FMRI, Inc. 
(Fansteel) decommissioning plan. The licensee of the Utah uranium recovery 
facility has requested that the Utah Division of Radiation Control issue a license 
amendment authorizing the receipt of the material. Included in that application 
are documents related to the nature of some (but not all) of the subject FMRI 
radioactive materials. The application is woefully incomplete, and there is no 
information included in the application that would lead a person to the bases for 



the limited information related to the characteristics of the materia 11. According to 
NRC staff and an NRC contractor report (ML 023510442), the requested 
records contain the most definitive and comprehensive information related to the 
processing history and characteristics of the material. That processing history 
and the characteristics of the material are pertinent to the regulation of the 
material by the State of Utah. They are directly pertinent to the comments any 
member of the public might make with respect the adequacy of the application 
and the State of Utah's Safety Evaluation Report on the amendment request. 

There is currently a notice and comment proceeding, which includes a 
public hearing on January 5, 2006 (the suspense date for comments). See 
attached notice. 

Records are needed as soon as possible in order to review and 
disseminate information pertinent to this proceeding in a timely fashion. The 

c hearing will be transcribed and made available to the public. 

Reauest for Waiver of Fees , 

Purpose: Requestor, Uranium Watch (formerly Uranium Education Project), and 
the Nuclear Waste Committee of the Glen Canyon Group of the Sierra Club will 
review the records in order determine the processing history of the Fansteel site 
and determine the chemical and radioactive characteristics of the subject 
materials. The records will also be made available to other interested persons in 
the community for review and analysis. The results of requestor's, Uranium 
Watch's, and the local Sierra Club's analysis of the documents will be promptly 
made available to the public. 

Extent to Extract and Analyze: Records will provide data and information related 
to material that is the subject of a public hearing and comment proceeding. All 
pertinent information relating to the processing history of the site, sampling and 
monitoring program, and data related to the radioactive and non-radioactive 
characteristics of the materials will be reviewed. The data will be analyzed and 
compared with the scant information made available by the State of Utah. 
Information will be analyzed to determine how the materials fall under various 
applicable materials handling, decommissioning, transfer, and disposition 
statutes and regulations. These statutes and regulations are complex and are 
dependent upon the processing history and radioactive and chemical 
composition of the subject materials. 

Specific Activity and Qualifications: Requestor, Uranium Watch, and the Sierra 
Club will review and analyze the material as described above. The requested 
records would be in plain English and are similar to the types of records and 
information provided to the public as part of a Part 40 materials license 
amendment request. The information will contain written descriptions of the 
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processing, materials handling, and regulation of the site. It will include tables 
that contain data related to various sampling events. These tables must be 
readable and understandable. The accompanying maps will relate the data to 
ground and sampling locations. Review and analysis of this information does not 
require an understanding of complex technical processes. Requestor, Uranium 
Watch, and the Sierra Club have experience reviewing information and data 
related to radioactive materials received at uranium recovery facilities, 
Requestor and local Sierra Club have had over 5 years experience reviewing 
these kinds of license amendment requests, commenting on them, and 
participating adjudicatory proceedings, which required the review similar data 
and information. 

Uranium Watch and the Sierra Club have access to technical assistance, 
should additional technical a$sistance be required. Pertinent information and 
data relating to specific disposal impoundments (ponds), barreled materials, and 
contaminated soils (which were not provided to the public as part of the State of 

' Utah application process) can be readily extracted, analyzed, and synthesized 
for the interested public. 

Requestor, Uranium Watch, and the Sierra Club have extensive 
knowledge of the regulation of mixed radioactive and chemical waste and 
associated legal, health, safety, and environmental considerations. Requestor 
has taken recent classes to renew education in science and chemistry. 

. trnpact on Public Understanding: At the present time in Utah, there is scant 
information available regarding the nature of the Fansteel material. There has 
been a public notice. Records available via State of Utah records request with 
respect the application have provided only very limited data with respect the 
materials in question. For much of the materials in question, there is no data 
related to the characterization of the materials in the application and the States 
response to the application. lnformation currently available is incomplete and 
contradictory. The only way that pubjic knowledge can be increased, verified, 
and clarified is through the release of the requested records, because they are 
the definitive source of pertinent and missing data. The requested records 
contain the documentation of the original sampling data and site history. 

Nature of Public: The information would primarily contribute to the increased 
understanding of people who live in southeastern-Utah, but would also include 
Utah as a whole. This would include Native American tribal members, state and 
federal agency employees, local representatives, educational and cultural 
institutions, employees of the mill, local media, tourists to this area, interested 
persons, and the general local population. The number would be in the 
thousands. 

Means of Dissemination: lnformation from the requested records will be 
disseminated to interested persons through the Internet, local meetings, public 
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hearings where a transcript(s) will be generated, personal contact with pertinent 
persons, state and local media and agencies, and through comments made on- 
the-record to State entities, which would accrue to the public record in a proper 
and timely manner. 

Sierra Club and Uranium Watch have access to web sites, including the 
Sierra Club, Utah Chapter, web site, which (among other things) provides 
information to the public related to uranium recovery activities. 

Requestor participates in local list serves that have been established to 
provide timely information to members of the community who are interested in 
environmental issues. Requestor, Uranium Watch, and local Sierra Club have 
access to local and state media. Requestor has on numerous occasions been 
sought out and interviewed by journalists from the media to contribute 
information related to uranium milling issues. This includes representatives of 
The M a b  Times-Independent, the Associated Press, the Salt Lake Tribune, the 

C 
Deseret News, High Country News, a Provo, Utah, newspaper, Salt Lake City 
Weekly, and KVMR-FM (CA). Requestor and local Sierra Club members have 
participated and continue participate (even this very day) in radio public news 
programs on the local radio station KZMU-FM. 

The local newspaper, The Moab Times-Independent, which is 
disseminated throughout Grand and San Juan Counties, regularly publishes 
information related to local nuclear issues, including op-ed pieces, results of 
scientific and technical inquiry, press releases, and the publication of all letters to 

. the editor. 

Free to the Public or Fee: Information would be disseminated free. For 
I extensive information the only fee would be to cover the minimal copying costs. 

Private Commercial Interest: To the best of my knowledge, requestor, 
Uranium Watch, and the Glen Canyon Group of the Sierra Club have no 
commercial or private interests that would be furthered by the release of the 
requested records. 

Sincerely, l 

Sarah M. Fields 
Vice-Chair 
Nuclear Waste Committee 
Glen Canyon GroupJSierra Club 

Project Director 
Uranium Watch 
P.O. Box 343 





http:llwww.radiationcontrot.utah.govl 

The Utah Department of Environmental Quality is Extending the Public Comment 
Period and will have a Hearing on a Proposed Amendment to International 
Uranium (USA) Corporation's Radioactive Materials License UTl900479. The 
Amendment will Allow Acceptance and Processing of an Alternate Feedstock 
Material. There is Also a Proposed Amendment to Groundwater Permit 
UGW370004. 

The IUSA submitted a License amendment application to amend its State License to receive and 
process alternate feed material from Fansteel's FMRI facility located near Muskogee, Oklahoma 
(the "Muskogee Facility"). The proposed amendment would allow IUSA to receive and process 
up to 32,000 tons of alternate feed material from the Muskogee Facility for its uranium content. 
The FMRI alternate feed materials are residues resulting from ore processing for the extraction of 
tantalum and niobium, i.e. byproducts of FMRI processing operations. 

The Utah Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is soliciting comments on its proposal to 
ameild an existing Radioactive Materials License (License) to allow acceptance and processing 
of an alternate feedstock material. This proposed License change is done under the authority of 
the Utah Radiation Control Act, Section 19-3-108, Utah Code Annotated and the Uranium Mills 
and Source Material Mill Tailings Disposal Facility Rules in the Utah Administrative Code 
(UAC) R3 13-24. Concurrently, the DEQ is proposing to modify an existing Ground Water 
Quality Discharge Permit (Permit) under authority of the Utah Water Quality Act, Section 19-5- 
104(1)(I), Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended and the Utah Administration Code (UAC) 
R3 17-6. 

PubIic comments are invited any time prior to 5:00 pm, Thursday, January 5,2006. Written 
comments may be directed to the Division of Radiation Control, P.O. 144850, Salt Lake City, 
UT 841 14-4850. All comments received will be considered in the formulation of final 
determinations to be imposed on the License and Permit. A public hearing will be held on 
Thursday, January 5,2006 from 6:00 to 8:30pm at the Arts and Events Center Auditorium, 
College of Eastern Utah - San Juan Campus, 639 West 200 South, Blanding, Utah. 

Additional information may be obtained upon request by calling Loren Morton at (801) 536-4262 
or via email at Imorton@utah.gov or Dean Henderson at (801) 536-0046 or via email at 
dhenderson@utah.aov. Written requests far information can also be directed to the 
aforementioned address. Related documents are available for review during normal business 
hours at the Division of Radiation Control, 168 N. 1950 W. Salt Lake City, Utah. The draft 
Safety Evaluation Report is also available by contacting the above mentioned staff. 

For those individuals needing special assistance in accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, please contact Charlene Lamph at the Utah Department of Environqental 
Quality, Office of Human Resources at (801) 536-44013, TDD (801) 536-4414. 
-----------------------------*------------------------------------------ 




