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Experts deny Westinghouse is cancer risk

By Poul O'Kodle
Stafl Wrlter
Officists from Weslnghouse, the
Nuclear Repulatory Co«'nhdmf:nd
ttw New Jeorcy Deperament of Lvie-
cwnwenial Protection addrosved a spe-
cial accting of e Blcanficld Board
of Health Tuesday to survey she
¢ Wanup of Westinghoose land and to
Fespnd o cilizen conconm.
Scveral citizens of lhe area
& ppearcd comvinoed that the site is the
s aaree of local cases of cancer,
Bu Bowsmin, diccctor of special
f mejecis for Westlnghouse™s Eoviron-
wenisl Aftairs Division, reviewed the
Ctean up that Las procoeded ander
Jhale and federal scrliny for nine
yours and i near complction.
Buwsinon xaid fear of radistion con-
tamination from the Weatinghouse
{ and is unkosnded, s= all radialion
5 uveys have showa oaly Jow tevel
, <adisigs,
Vo noted clean-ug workess digging
« pthe contaminated arcas do nol wear
7 fdeclivo mily ax they wookd in a
nigh risk penject. )
Westinghoaso bas spent roore than
$.20 millium 10 clean the site since
| 9R& Duiklings No. 7, 8 and 9 wece
“sdtod with low level radkation from
u raniem entraciion projocis done due-
i g the 19:40s to supply the Mashalten
rsjet wikh [eel for expedments
iexding lo hoe dovelopmens of e
« fndc banh.

The 14-acre industrial site comalns
1l mil%on syvare foct of building space
%t Bowman said hos boem cleaned

JUP inside anxt owt, with the exception

of the “Uinke uraniwin processing
strucluscs,

Snit nemedistion amtinues in some
spois, and a groanfwalcr suevey that
will lexl [ve cootaminants down to 200
fcct will be cnmplicted this yoar.

Bowinan revicwod she compleled
deconlaminalion peojects.  Asbosios
pipe finhig was renowed (rom 93,000
et of piging. Anather 23,000 rjuare
feel of asbestos floor Sike  was
aomoved.

Thacium, anallxr radioactive cle-
menl, wag asod by Weslinghoose as
well, hul n ihe same builfings as the
urani processing.

A nxencury deooitansimation  seat
1378 baels of costamisaied con-
crete and soil out of the sis by 1992.

Bownun atso said that “hundrods
of tons" of s0il have bocs removed

fromihoe Westinghouso compler, with
ckan (ill being pot in fts place.

"We wilt canlinee 1v be open wilh
tde cvmmmily and precoed in Ihe
proper maunner o clean op this site,”
Bownun said.

le added that Westinghouse has
rothing to hide aboul the conlamina-
livn, especially sincs both stale and
fuberal ccgulators oversoe those pro-
jecis from stact o finksh and conduct

indcpeadent tests to conflem
ensdiation,

Mark Roburis, seaioc healih physi-
aist fire the NQC, also sddresead fiwe

- outing and reviewsd his ageincy’s

oversite of the Wislinghoase deconta-
TINANML PICUKS.

Ruherts xaict that the majority of the
site ki, west of Ardington Avenwe,
has hoen eebeased G wacondilional
wse by NRC.

Radiation lewels st the renoining
thiroe huildisg s are Sow 21wl requine no
spectal radidion measuring tags of
pratective suits for workers.

Ruberts mated tal most of ity sice
wir 3l “hackground™ ediation rad-
ings, levels onc would find at any (yp-
wal spat i New Jersey.

These ancas that ane kighwee, Ruberts
faid, were M'a few tines tagher”™ than
hack gouund, ar oot dangemus enough
W paire protectioa.

Tue comaminaticn fovad so fac is
in cvacrete and piping and does nol
pose 1t diucat of comlamination by
casval cxpsure.

“The radiation exposure level i not
nuch diltercnt from this room here”
Rodeerts said, a9 he added thal bo cego-
fly walks (hroa gh the rediation arcas
with e mare pastectien tian a hard
fat axl wock boats.

Sorx madialion Jevels hrave been
kwrd in sewer pipcs, howover, and
tese will be dug wp and disposed.

Citizens of she arca seenaed uncon-
veed by the peoesentstion. One
wunan read 8 list of onremed resi.
dents who died from vacioas cancers
w suffered from Cpsom-Or - syn-
dronse. which it oot caveed dy sny
kind ol radiation of even & virus.

The woaun blamed tie Westing-
owuse silc far the discases and
demanded clean up to cosidentlal
stikards.

An asticle from a sclonce megazine
was ciled st gwidence tlat up (o 300
poends of urmiom wak extracied each
doy Jduring the war.

Bowawn diageeod, saying tha)
Westingbouse contracked to prodoce
fowe tons of the clerment In £8
puinths, which averages 19 (0 pounds
cxxly day at st

Anvelier cifizen noted thol saversl
duirial plaans ame in the amca,
inplying tlat diecases coald possibly
aum from elher someces..

The enkauen faclor i tho Wes-
tnghouso cleag-up {3 I exter? of
groundwaler  cordoninsiion, which
should be determingd sovm whea test
resulix are compleiod

Reccm break-ins by scavenpers ste-
aliug copper piping raised questions
ol seewity. Bewman sharcd the con-
cem, akding 1Gal fences aro repaleod
when ott, paleols are being expandod
sl harhed wire e daing inslalted to
prevest trespasseer from belng injnred
in ther or sicaling altempis.
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