
At
PATHFINDER

October 24, 2005

Mr. Gary Janosko, Branch Chief
Fuel Cycle Facilities Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Ref: Docket No. 40-2259, Source Material License No. SUA-672

Dear Mr. Janosko:

Enclosed please find two sets of a revision to the Lucky Mc Mine Tailings Reclamation Project
Completion Report, April, 2005. The revision incorporates additional radon flux testing and
attendant surface gamma radiation measurements that were completed during August, 2005 on
the No. 4 evaporation pond area. Included in this revision are one modified text page, Table E-1,
Exhibit E-I, and the laboratory report for the additional radon flux data. The additional data did
not change the overall site average radon flux or gamma level as presented originally in the
completion report. Please insert the replacement or additional items in the report.

Sincerely,

T. W. Hardgrove
Manager, Reclamation Operations

Enclosure

Cc: J. Whitten, USNRC Region IV w/o encl.
M. Plessinger, S.M. Stoller
D. Wichers, Pathfinder Mines Corporation

PATHFINDER Mines Corporation
935 Pendell Blvd.. P.O. Box 730. Mills. WY 82644 - Tel.: (307) 234 5019 - Fax: (307) 473-7306



SUA-672 TRP Completion Report Revised October 24, 2005

K. lifts was iterative with a final confirmation of final lift placement before any subsequent material
placement, it was suspected that some limited problems with the survey data base were falsely
indicating deficiencies. Confirmatory test holes were drilled in the questioned areas, and the
sample sites are designated as "RB Sample " with the verified clay thicknesses on Exhibit 8.0-2.
Test holes were drilled beyond the design depths but not necessarily all the way through the clay
interval. In all cases the clay thickness was demonstrated to exceed the TRP requirements.

Each lift of placed clay was tested for compaction and percent moisture content consistent with
the QA/QC program of the TRP. Acceptable compaction and moisture content had to be
demonstrated before the placement of any new material on top of a given clay lift. See Appendix
D for the summary reports for each construction season of the radon barrier compaction,
moisture content, and Atterberg Limits testing.

Radon Barrier Flux Testin2

Upon completion of the final clay lift for an area, the area was ready for radon flux testing.
Typically, the radon flux testing was conducted when sufficiently large areas were available to
allow placement of a number of LAAC canisters at one time. The radon flux field tests were
conducted by PMC personnel, utilizing equipment and analytical services provided by Energy
Laboratories, Casper, Wyoming. At the time of radon flux testing, an unshielded gamma
radiation reading was taken at each flux test location using a calibrated Ludlum Model 19 uR
meter. After completion of the radon flux testing, an area was available for placement of the
balance of the cover system, be it filter bed/rock or topsoil. One significant exception to this was
the No. 4 evaporation pond which was completed in November-December, 2004. Because of the
late date of completion it was impossible to conduct the flux tests before rock placement
(overnight temperatures were typically below 32 degrees F). These tests (an additional six) were
conducted on August 8-9, 2005. Appendix E of this report contains a summary of the data, a
sample location map showing the flux value for each sample site, and the laboratory reports for
the radon flux testing. A total of 194 tests were conducted on completed radon barrier. The
overall average radon flux from the completed barrier was <0.8 pCi/m'/sec. Note that most of
the measured radon flux values were less than the detection limit of 0.5 pCi/m2/sec. To calculate
an average the <0.5 values were conservatively entered as 0.5. Also illustrated on the sample
location map are the gamma values recorded at the flux test sites. The overall average gamma
reading was 10 uR/hr. Site background gamma radiation is 10-20 uR/hr, depending upon
location (peripheral to the tailings system). The additional six tests for radon flux and surface
gamma radiation on the No. 4 evaporation pond did not alter the overall site average values for
radon flux and gamma radiation as reported in the original completion report submittal.

Also presented in Appendix E are laboratory reports of Ra-226 levels for the Cody shale radon
barrier material and a representative sample of the limestone filter bed material utilized in the
TRP construction. Ra-226 levels of the materials were acceptably low.
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TABLE E-1. - Lucky Wc Radon Flux Test Results &d Gamma Readings on Completed Radon Banter Revised 10124105
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rToll Free888.235.0515 307.2350515 Fax 307234.1639 casper@energyab.comwwwenergylab.com
~1~f

Method: Pathfinder mployees placed and retrieved LAACC units. EPA Method 115 per 40 CFR 61
(NESHAPs). Radon Ilux results have been corrected for instrunent & charcoal background counts.

C05080436 1 1 1 212 9:01 9:16 0.9
C05080436 2 2 2 213 9:03 9:18 <0.5
C05080436 3 3 3 214 9:05 9:20 <0.5

C05080436 4 4 4 215 9:07 9:21 <0.5
C05080436 5 5 5 225 9:10 9:23 <0.5

C05080436 6 6 6 226 9:12 9:22 2.5

C05080436 6 Lab Dup 6 226 9:12 9:22 2.3
C05080436 TB-1 TB-i TB-i TB-i 12:00 12:00 <0.5

C05080436 TB-2 TB-2 TB-2 TB-2 12:00 12:00 <0.5
0

dpb r.%rportsklients.05\pmc\CO5080436.xis

Track# C05080436 Page 2



I W= = ENERGYLABORATORIES, INC. 2393Sa#Crewk Highway(82601) RO. Box 3258 - Casper, WY82602
To//Free 888.235.0515 - 307235.0515 Fx 307234 1639 caspoerenergy/abcom www energy/ab. com

SNEW

86 1683 3338 I

Average of recoveries: 0.940

Mininumn Radon Flux for PMC:

Maximum Radon elux for PMC:

Average Radon Flux for #1-6:

<0.5 pCi/mhs
2.5 pCI/m2 s

1.7 pCi/n2s

* Note. Eus Radon Flux Practical Quantitative Limit (PQL) is 0.5 pCi/m2 a.

Minimum temperature under 35 degrees Faenheit not acceptable.

Report ApprovedBy: i
dpb reaputtialfles.04mUNCO5080436.xis

Reviewed By:

Track# C05080438 Page 3
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