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URANIUM PRICE HISTORY
(1947 - 2005; Const. 2005 US$)
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Uranium Market
U3O8 Production vs Demand

(Million lbs. U3O8 and Metric Tons U
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WORLD URANIUM REQUIREMENTS
&

WORLD URANIUM PRODUCTION
(POUNDS U3O8 equivalent)

WESTERN WORLD WESTERN WORLD FORMER SOVIET UNION 

Year DEMAND PRODUCTION (FSU) PRODUCTION DIFFERENCE

1970 - 1984 720.5 1,159.7 0.0 439.2

1985 - 2004 2,624.1 1,501.6 183.5 -939.0

TOTALS 3,344.6 2,661.3 183.5 -499.8



2004 World Uranium Production Estimate
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Total US Electricity Net Generation (2004)

2004 Total Utility Generation    (bkWhrs)     (Percent 
%) 

Coal 1976.3             50.0
Petroleum 117.6               3.0
Natural Gas 699.6 17.7
Nuclear 788.6

19.9 Hydroelectric 261.5               6.6
Renewables 109.8 2.8
Total 3,953.4          100.0

2004 Total Generation 3,953.4 bkWhrs

Source: EIA
Last Updated: 3/05



US Electricity Generation Fuel Shares 
(1973 vs 20041)

Source: EIA  - Updated  3/05

Fuel Type 1973 2004

Nuclear 4.5% 19.9% 

Coal 45.6% 50.0%

Oil 16.9% 3.0%

Gas 18.3% 17.7%

Hydro 14.6% 6.6%

Other 0.1% 2.8%



US Nuclear Industry Net 
Electricity Generation (1973-2004)
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Operable US Nuclear Power Plants (Units) 
(1953-2004)

2004 (103)
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Updated 01/05



U.S. Capacity Factors by Fuel Type

Fuel Type Average Capacity 
Factors (2004)

Nuclear 90.5%
Coal 70.8%
Gas (Combined Cycle) 38.2%
Gas (Steam Turbine) 16.6%
Oil (Steam Turbine) 26.2%
Solar 22.4%
Hydro 29.6%
Wind 32.1%

Source:  Energy Information Agency (EIA) 4/05



US Nuclear Industry Is Achieving Record 
Levels of Performance 
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Capacity Brought on Line by Fuel Type 
(1950-2004)
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Projected U.S. Electricity Demand 
2003-2025

(bkWh)

5,467 bkWh3,657 bkWh
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Source: EIA’s 2005 Annual Energy Outlook





Average US Nuclear Industry Production Costs 
(1981-2003)

(in  2003 cents per kilowatt-hour)
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Average US Nuclear Industry Non-Fuel O&M 
Costs (1981-2003)

(in 2003 cents per kilowatt-hour)
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Average US Nuclear Industry Fuel Costs 
(1981-2003)

(in 2003 cents per kilowatt-hour)
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Fuel as a Percentage of Electric Power Industry 
Production Costs (2003)

Source: RDI   Updated 9/04
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Waste Generated by a 1,000 MW Coal Plant 
(Tons/Yr)

Compared to 
Waste Generated by a 1,000 MW Nuclear Plant 

(Tons/Yr)
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Operating Nuclear Reactors
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Nuclear Reactors Under Construction

9

4

4

2

1
1

1

1

1

India

China

Russia

Japan

Canada

Iran

Korea DPR (North)

Romania

USA

Reactors Under Construction

World Total = 24

Source: IAEA 29 March 2005



Nuclear Reactors Planned
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