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As reported in its October25, 2005 interim status report, the United StatesDepartment of

Energy (DOE) has announced that it has instructed its managingcontractor for the Yucca

Mountain repositoryto devisea plan that would, amongother things, make certain changesin

the wastecanistersto be usedat the repositoryaswell as in the repository’s surfacefacilities.

Thesechangesare intendedto improvetheperformanceof theYuccaMountain repositoryand,

by sim.plifying the design,ultimately facilitate the licensing proceeding. Until this plan is

approvedand thesechangeshave beenincorporatedinto the project’sbaselinedesign,DOE will

be unableto estimaterealisticallywhenthelicenseapplicationwill be submitted.

DOE has previouslyadvisedthat it doesnot intend to certify its LSN collection before

disposition of its pending appeal before the Commission, compliance with whatever

requirementsmay be necessaryin light of that appeal’sdisposition, and completion of final

internal validations. DOE’s ability to predict a certification date is also dependenton the

initiatives describedin the previousparagraph.For thesereasons,DOE is unableto provide a

predicted datefor LSN certification at this time.
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