October 20, 2005
MEMORANDUM TO: Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director for Operations

FROM: Jack R. Strosnider, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety = /RA/
and Safeguards

SUBJECT: EXTENSION OF COMMENT PERIOD FOR PROPOSED RULE
10 CFR PART 63 - DISPOSAL OF HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE
WASTES IN A PROPOSED GEOLOGIC REPOSITORY AT
YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA

Enclosed, for your signature, is a Federal Register notice (FRN) extending the comment period
for the proposed rule 10 CFR Part 63 - Disposal of High-Level Radioactive Wastes in a
Proposed Geologic Repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada.

On September 8, 2005 (70 FR 53313), NRC published, for public comment, a proposed rule
that would amend its regulations governing the disposal of high-level radioactive wastes in a
proposed geologic repository at Yucca Mountain. The proposed rule would implement the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) proposed standards for doses that could occur after
10,000 years, but within the period of geologic stability. The comment period for EPA’s
proposed standards currently expires on November 21, 2005 (extended 30 days from

October 21, 2005); the comment period for NRC’s proposed rule currently expires on
November 7, 2005. A letter was received from U.S. Senators Harry Reid and John Ensign from
the State of Nevada requesting that the comment period for NRC’s proposed rule be extended
to a total of 180 days, or at least past the date of EPA’s 30-day extension. A letter,
representing several citizen and environmental groups, has also been received requesting that
the deadline for comments be extended to 180 days. In addition, a letter was received from the
State of Nevada requesting that NRC extend its comment period for an additional 30 days
consistent with EPA’s 30-day extension of its comment period. For consistency with the EPA
rulemaking process, the attached FRN notes that NRC has decided to extend the comment
period for its rulemaking for an additional 30 days, to December 7, 2005, for a total comment
period of 90 days.

Enclosures:
1. FRN of Extension of Public Comment Period
2. Weekly Report

CONTACT: Frank Cardile, NMSS/IMNS
(301) 415-6185
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