
.NRC: Emergency Action Level Development Page I of I

Index } Site Map I FAQ I Help I Glossary I Contact Us j LSearchl Advanced Search

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission I -

Home Who We Are What We Do JI Nuclear Nuclear Radioactive Facility Info Public Electronic
Hm J. )I Reactors H Materials Waste Finder Involvement Reading Room

Emergency Home > What We Do > Emergency Preparedness and Response > Emergency Action Level Development
Preparedness and
Response Emergency Action Level Development
What To Do
What Can I Do to Prepare for
a Radiological Emergency?

What Do I Do in a
Radiological Emergency?

Emergency Preparedness
How We Prepare To Protect
the Public
Federal, State, and Local
Responsibilities

Evacuation and Sheltering

Emergency Classification

Emergency Action Level
Development

Emergency Response

How We Respond to an
Emergency

Nuclear Facility Response

State and Local Response
Actions

Tour of the Operations Center

Additional Information
Frequently Asked Questions

History

Public Meetings on
Emergency Preparedness
and Response

Regulations. Guidance and
Generic Communications

Related Information

Each operating nuclear power plant is required to include in its emergency plans a standard
emergency classification and EAL scheme. An EAL is a pre-determined, site-specific, observable
threshold for a plant condition that places the plant in an emergency class. The NRC is using an
FAQ process to assist licensees with EAL development. As such, a practical knowledge of existing
EAL regulatory guidance is required in applying any EP FAQ response.

Regulatory Guidance

The following documents provide guidance for (1) developing or changing a standard emergency
classification and action level scheme and (2) assisting licensees in determining whether to seek
prior NRC approval of deviations from the new guidance.

* Regulatory Guide 1.101 (Revision 4), "Emergency Response Planning and Preparedness
for Nuclear Reactors" endorses the following documents as alternative methods for
developing EALs:

o Appendix 1 to NUREG-0654/FEMA-REP-1, "Criteria for Preparation and Evaluation
of Radiological Emergency Response Plans and Preparedness in Support of Nuclear
Power Plants" (November 1980)

o NUMARC/NESP-007, "Methodology for Development of Emergency Action
Levels" (Revision 2, January 1992), Nuclear Utilities Management Council document

o NEI 99-01, "Methodology for Development of Emergency Action Levels" (Revision
4), Nuclear Energy Institute document

* Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) 2003-18, "Use of NEI 99-01, 'Methodology for
Development of Emergency Action Levels"' (Revision 4, January 2003)

* Supplement 1 to RIS 2003-18

See our Frequently Asked Questions for licensees About Emergency Action Level Development in
two formats:

* Sorted by EAL Category
* Sorted by FAQ Identification Number
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Emergency Preparedness (EP) Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) Report
Sort by Einerjeency Action Level (MAL) Schteme and Number

Each operating nuclear power plant is required to include in its emergency plans a standard emergenccy classification and EAL
schemne. An EAL is apre-determined, site-specific, obserable thresholdfor a plant condition that places the plant in an
emergency class. Tte NRC is using an FAQprocess to assist licensees vitli EAL development. As stch, a practical kiniotledge
of existing EAL reg,,latorygtiidance is required in applj'ing and :EP FAQ re.sponse.

Thte EPFAQ process is intended to clarif' theNRCstaffs interpretation of exi.stingEAL reguilatory guidtance issued or
endor.sed by NRC, and ill not be rsed to create nen' regulatory positions orguidayuce. Issues inJolving safeguardls iufornrationi
are not considered under the EP FA Q process.

EAL FAQ ID NUMBERI EAL SCHEME EAL NUMBER IDATE POSTED STA TUS
0I

QUESTION
No FAQs yet received due to Implementation on October 1, 2005.

RESPONSE
No FAQs yet received due to Implementation on October 1,* 2005.
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Emergency Preparedness (EP) Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) Report
Sort by FAQ Identifcation (ID) Number

Each operating nuclear power plant is required to include in its emergency plans a standard emergency classification and EAL
scheme. An EAL is apre-determined site-specfic observable thresholdfor a plant condition tlat places the plantt i an
emergency class. Tlie NRC is using an FAQprocess to assist liceitsees ivith EAL development. As such, a practical knowledge
of existing EAL regulatory guidance is required ii applyimug any EP rAQ re.sponse.

Tie EP FAQproce.ss is intended to clarify te NRCstaffs interpretatiot of exi.sting EAL regulatory gui(aince issued or
endtor.sed bJ NRC, and ivill not be used to create nei' regulatory positions or guidance. Issues involving safeguarmls information
are not considered under the EP FAQ process.

|EAL FAQ ID NUMBERL EALSCHEME I EALNUIMBER |DATEPOSTEDI STATUS

QUESTION
No FAQs yet received due to Implementation on October 1, 2005.

IRESPONSE|No FAQs yet received due to Implementation on October 1, 2005.
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