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URHCRANDUE FOR CHAYRMAN SEABORG
CABUSSICHER PALFREY
CRITSSIONER RAMBY
COpIASSIONER TAPE
Ce2{1SSIONER BURTING

SUBJECT: UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION
WOOD RIVER JUNCTION, KAODE ISLAND

Attached for ycur inforustion is & copy of a letter sent te the JCAE
concerning Tnited Huclear Corporation's operations at Wood River
Junetion, Rhode Ialsnd.

Our lavestigation of the July 24, 1964 criticality incident digclcsad
scveral instences of noncosplisnce with Conmissien ragulatfons aad
license conditfons, Additionally, certain othar metteras wore noted
which appesred to have adversely zf{fected cperaticnal gafety,

Principal fteus of noncomplisnce noted and fncluded {n ocur correspond-
ence te the Company wera: (2) introduction of trichloroathsne (TCE)
wash solutions coatsining uraniua into s non-safe vessel, contrary to
the licease; (d) procesziny of uraniux without approved written operat-
inz procadures for certain oparations; (c) procéssing of uranius in »
mguser not authorized by the license; (4) failure to perfon: plant
euiits on a continuing basis; (e) failure to follow prescribed eser-
goncy procadures waen re-eatering the faciiity following the
criticality fncideut; (F) failure to conduct sdequate surveys to
evaluste the harerds associated with re-entrys (g) failuve to per-
form adequata surveys to evaloate the concentrations of airborae
redicactive naterials released to unvestricted aveas during eopera-
tions performad prior to the eriticality incfdent; (b) disposal of TCE
solutions contasinated with apecfal nuclear material in sa unauthore
1zed menner during cperations perforsed prior to the criticality
incédent; end (1) fatlure to dacontaninate the roof of the factflity
following & spill of ursnfun four days prior to the critfcality in-
cideat.

Other important conditions 1alntin3 to operational safety which vere
roted and Include? in cur correspondence to the Compiny weve: (1)
_¢ontrals over tha identification and movemeat of apecisl nuelear
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metariale within the pleat appeared to hava not elways funeticned
proparly: ({1} squipment evaflable {n the ecsrzency ehed was in-
edegunte te cope with sa exerpency situstion yvoguiriag re-eatry

of exployeer fnto the plant; and (11¢) uvrasiuws golutiown were noted
to be leaking directly on to the¢ floor from som eolwms gud vosesls
xe iate a3 Boptesber I, 1964; ssfe geosetry drip p2ss wore not in
all cenes betng utilived, - S

4t neted In ocur lotter to the JCAR, cur letters to the Coapany wiich
discuso the allegzed violations and othor deficiaseies {r the pafety
progran sre baing withheld from the Comnisston's public vecords until
efter the Cospeny's vaply thereto has been roceived. Homvar, 1f tha
Cazpasy shauld fail to raply within cthe tine sxpecifiad {n the zotice,
our fetters vill be fi{led In the Public Docusent Reow witheut the
Cespany's reply, pursuant to the previsions of § %.3{gd, 10 Cra 4.

% expect fo vecaiva the Tetlnfical Keview Commiteee's report within
ppproxioately two weaks,

Vo hava advised Ualted Fuclear by letter datad October 168, 1964, that
we bave sno cbjoction te thalr performing an oxparizental propras at
their plent {n accoridance with pla2s subzitted by the Cospaay in &
letter dated Cetcher 14, 1964, Tiw experimental progrsz, which U
sstizates will be of about thres wesks durstion, §s dirscted townrd
raiucing cartain wetallic fapurities wifch have hoeretofors sppoarad
in wascceptadle levals 4n the wraniue dioxide produced by the plaat,
tnly & pereion of the plant will be utilirved snd the experizentsl
eaterial will be conzatuned {n & “cleaed Ynop™ within wileh 1% rcy be
recyeled govaral ti{nmsa. ¥o new rew waterial will be introduced Lnto
Eny precess equips=ent. £ project typs srzaniestion has bLeen esteb-
1lahad by VIC tu eerry out this oxpariseatal prograz. Wa have
concluded that the mansgeent end sdainfetrative controls fnstituted
by WIC for this projrax provida vessonzble sasurance that the cpara-
tions will be conducted in s sale manner,

bee: MMMann, REG
LEJohnson, DML

Compliance Div., (HQ)(2) (Signed) HLP

Harold L. Price
Dirsctor of Regulation
Enclosure;
Capy of letter 2o JCAR

ect Ganeral Henarer
Lecretary (2)
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