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Files October 8, 1964

R. V. Rirlumian, Director
Region I, Division of Compliance

UNITED KUCLEAR CORPORATION, SCRAP RECOVERY FACILITY,

WOOD RIVER JUNCTION, RIODE ISIAND, LICENSE NO. SRM-777,
TYPE “AY CASE - CRITICALITY INCIDENT - MEETING WITH MANAGE-
MENT, SEPTEMEER 29, 1964

™~

On the afternoon of September 29, 1964, I met-with manage-
mant of Unlted Nuclear Corporation in the Few Haven offices
to present the findings that resulted from our investigation
of the July 24, 1964, criticality incident.

In attendance at the.meeting were the following persons:

Representing United Nuclear Corporation

Jonn Lindberg, Vice President in charge of the Fuels Recovery
Divisicn

R. C. Johnson, Acting Manager, Chemical Overations
W. L. Alliscn, Manager, Quality Control
D. Frank Cronin, Director of Licensing for the Fuels Division

Representing Reglion I, Division of Compliance

Robert W. Kirlman, Directoxr
Wwillis G. Browhe, Criticaiity Specialist,

James F. Bresson, Radiation Specialist
' {I e |

. -




N, osLe e v - .
.......‘-:.__.n..mc e

X .

With the ziccention of Cxonin, the octhor
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Afier explaining to Lindberg and his Committee the purpose
of the vigit, the first matter taken up was the items of
nencompliance as they appear in Volume III of our repoxrt.
Only one item of noncompliance gove rize £o gerious dis-
cussion, 2ad that was in connccticon with 10 CFR 20.201 (b)
Zor failure to pzeperly cvalunte the hazards associated with
re~antry o the focility following tho crilicality incident.
Lindbezrg cbjected to the use of the word “properly,” and I
told him he could substitute the word “azdeguately, " or any
other word with similar import. I ooplained again, 2t this
Lime, that the items, 2= they were rreseated, were nct couched

s
in legal loanguvage, but preseated with the idea of conveying
ovr evaluction of the informztion g*“ze* d on this voint.
Thereafter, Lindberg took issue with the term "re-entry, ®
ou~ceqLing that this chould azply to only the f£irst re-entry
z2rd not subseguent re-entrice made during the night of

July 24, 1954,

The othner ltcm of noncompliance resulting in a2ny discussion
was the one with regard to Licenze Condition 13, wherein the
licensee Zalled to subkmilt a report of air particulate and
liquid effluent curvevs in a propoced future survey within
90 davs of the startup date, vhich was iarch 16, '1964. The
Ccnpany had scme fesling that, zather ¢ an the March 16th
date, the date should be the firs we~3 in Kay, when they
actually began operations. t was pointed out that we felt
that it should e March 16th, inzsmuch as waste fuel was
rece ived for proccssiug on that date.
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The sccond natter dizcussed was the waaknoesses in the

Health Physics Progream, a5 cutiined in my momsrandonm of
transmittal, dated Soptorber 16, 1984, o sericus issue

was taken with any of the mnterial sreseated. Host of the
diccusscion centered on Cronin's decirze to obtzin Srom Bresson
nere ianformation as to kinds, type ond limitations of vaxious
equipnent rofexred to. '

T™e third msttex disgeussed tmo the waalknesses in the nuelear
cafety contzol, again az cutlined in =y momorzsndem of trans-
nittal of Scptember 18th. COhjecticn was raisoed to none of
the points made, other then itcms 5, 6 ound 7 of ny meanmorandun.
Allison. said thgt he believed that thace itanc were "subjective”
in nature, the subjectivity being sitributed by Alllison Lo
Browne. * The reasons for the thres items were then discussced
by us in censidezsble dstall. I thini: that Lindberg, at
least, appreciatced the significoncs of these thres items after
the more detailed discussion, Rlliceon zpzeared still o have
reservations on item 5.
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o *t*a’ "fenclng, ® and the diszcuession of the fizst

ziv items of; -noncopliance, azg they oppeared in Volume III,

Li.dberg Ainuc11.nad V“”j iittic o may. Jochnson throughout
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thd mecting had: :almost noth of any coanseguence to say. _
y11lison had the MOHL to say, but here again only in connection .
with nuciear s:’stj Geficiencies gppexring in items 5, 6 and 7.
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Iam no*': 2xa:and neither is
Unic paoplc at the meeting ful
and what their problems really
of Cronin. At one poi t nc 2y the end of the mesting, o
instance, in ciscus ;ing petion was necessarv, Ydndbor

said that, if he were to geu notification of the items of non-
complliance uld deficiencies, as we presented them to him, he

would be able ¢o answer such a thipg - “in £ivé ﬁir,“
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zowne or Prascon wvaet
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At the conclusion of the meeting, Lindborg expressed his
appreaioticn for our visit, exprozaed pleacure with our coop-
erxation, and complimented us on our chjectivity. We took -
leave ih an cimocrhere that scencsd co:dial.
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ce: L. D. Lcw, Dircctor, CO:ED V//’




