
January 6, 2004

Mr. Jay Henson, Chief
Fuel Facilities Inspection Branch 2
Division of Fuel Facility Inspection
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
61 Forsyth Street South West
Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Henson:

Enclosed is a report on IEMA's environmental sampling analysis for the
December 22, 2003, release event that occurred at the Honeywell plant in
Metropolis, Illinois.

If you have questions, please call me at (217) 782-1322.

Sincerely,

Richard Allen, Chief
Bureau of Environmental Safety
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Enclosure
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bcc: Gary McCandless
Tim Runyon



Environmental Sampling Report-December 22, 2003 Release
Honeywell Plant, Metropolis, Illinois

Illinois Emergency Management Agency, Bureau of Environmental Safety, maintains
five low-volume air samplers around the Honeywell plant in Metropolis, Illinois. Station
02 is directly across US-45 approximately 0.25 mile from the plant; station 01 is located
at the Metropolis Municipal Airport, approximately 1 mile NNE of the plant. The
locations of all the samplers are shown in the attached map.

On 22 December 2003, IEMA staff members retrieved the five air samples started on 16
December. In addition they collected three soil samples and four vegetation samples.
The air samples were analyzed for gross alpha activity as usual. Soil and vegetation
samples were analyzed by gamma spectroscopy.

Gamma spectroscopy results from the soil and vegetation samples were unremarkable.
Gross alpha results of the air samples are shown below. In Table 1 these individual
results are compared with the maximum and median values for the 2001-2002 period.
Figures 1 shows the 22 December gross alpha results compared to the maximum,
minimum, 75th, 50h and 25h percentile values from the two-year period 2001 - 2001.
Note that December 22 gross alpha values at stations 01 and 02 are not shown to scale.

At Station 02, the station nearest the plant, the average gross alpha concentration from 16
December to 22 December was 833 fCi/m3 . As given by 1OCFR20 Appendix B, the
annual effluent concentration for natural uranium is 3 x 10 -12 pCi/mI (3000 fCi/m3 ). The
concentration at Station 02 was well below the effluent concentration limit.

In order to estimate the uranium concentration during the release, it is necessary to know
the length of time that the uranium concentration was elevated. Lacking further
information, we have assumed that concentrations at Station 02 were elevated for 1 hour.
Assume that the sample at Station 02 was exposed to the median concentration of
8.5 fCi/m3 for 139 hours and an unknown concentration, C, for 1 hour. For the average
of the 140 hours to be 833 fCi/m3 then, C=1.2 x 105 fCi/m3 . As given by 1OCFR20
Appendix B, the maximum permissible concentration for continuous occupational
exposure for class D uranium compounds (e.g. UF6 or U0 2 F2 is 5 x 10 -li pCi/ml
(5 x 05 fCi/m3 ).

These values are intended as estimates of the magnitude of the release only. While they
are appropriate for confirming plume models, the data should not be used in lieu of an
actual source term. Developing a plume model would require a measure of the total
amount of uranium released, a value that JEMA does not have.



Table 1: Gross Alpha Concentrations, 16 Dec 03 to 22 Dec 03

Station Gross Alpha 95% 01-02 01-02
(fCilm ) CI Median Maximum

01 295 8.7 4.1 11.0
02 833 14.5 8.5 30.7
03 1.7 1.1 2.6 12.5
04 3.1 1.3 3.2 9.8
05 1.9 1.1 2.1 18.9

Figure 1: Gross Alpha Distributions by Station
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Attachment 1: Locations of IEMA Air Sampling Stations


