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In reply to your mexmsrendum of July 16 conceraing Mallintkrodtts
requsst for the estzblishnent ol & sinimus epscing for shipping
containers, we have tonsidered thae problex and have the following
coument.st '

The :iiniuum_ spacing which is sxfo .Icz' any two particuler fgate
batshos” iv & function of the sire and shype of the two units,
It iz also a funetion of the neutron multiplication of thy ndde

- vidusl batches, wiiich in turn depsnds on the phyelcel and nuslear
" properties of the material comprising then, Fuartheorsoere,; the xin-

isunm safe ppacing for a group of soro than twy units is different
fros that for two, and for multiple unite the safe spacing deponds
not only wpon the muber of uaits bub upon the way 4n which they
are arrangoed, .

Thus any universal figurs for the distince to be ratintalined bstween
wgale batches® zust neconmarily be larger than the ainicus spasing
that would be safe for most unite, No value of spacing sould be
safe for uny type of pafe units, since nany unite which wers only

. sMghtly subériticsl could not eafely be brought within evea a con-

piderable distance of cach other,

A velue of 24" hae been applied &8 & quite genersl spasing standand,
This fipure should not, however, be interpreted se wniverssl, It

piy reazontbly be applisd to units of reletively msll siece ina
single ane or tuwo dimensional array, provided that the units are sub~
oritical by the foctors aof salety shiich are quite generzlly applied in
dotermining "gafo batches® ané whiich eie incorporsted inm moet of the
publiched :eritical maes data oollections,

For these reasons we have ndt yet been able to accept & single value
of epacing which may be utilieed under any condition, without con-
siderction of the othor factore finvolved,
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A aomhat gencral guide for spacing, which takes into aceount the.
sire, mmber, shape, and multiplicetion of the unite involved r2y be

 found in the unclagsified voraion of K-101Y, Fourth Naevision, Othoy

culdes &re given in mome of the other cruieal sags dats conccticnn,
inclufing LA-X}&B and Li-1875, : :
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